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Members Present: Romano Bonadei, Atif Dada, Ahmed Elbosaty, Sebahattin Gazanfer, Adam Kay, 
Manfred Schiefer, Alois Schoenberger, Antonios Siarkos. 
 
Members absent: Steven Chen, Henning Hammer, Hamisi Kigwangalla, Suresh Kotak, João Luiz Pessa 
Jorge Vartparonian. 
 
Past Members Present: John Mitchell, Peter Wakefield. 
Observers: John Gibson, ICA. 
Secretariat: Terry Townsend 
 
Next Meeting of the PSAP: Sunday, September 29, 2013, Hilton Hotel, Cartagena, Colombia. All 
members current and past are welcome and will receive invitations. 
 

Report of the Meeting 
 
 
1) ICAC Business Plan: Priorities for Spending 
The Secretariat receives about $60,000 per year from registration fees, publication sales and consultant 
income. The Standing Committee oversees all funds spent by the Secretariat, and the Standing 
Committee appreciates receiving recommendations from the PSAP for the use of Business Plan income. 
The Secretariat currently has a surplus of about $100,000 in the business plan account. Current priorities 
include support for the International Forum for Cotton Promotion (IFCP), organizing seminars and 
workshops in member countries, and expanded technical publications. 

 
The PSAP suggested the following priorities for the use of business plan income: 

• Expand the Secretariat by one part-time position to drive the PSAP agenda; 
• Continued support for technical publications, such as the paper on biotechnology fees around the 

world;  
• International Forum for Cotton Promotion (IFCP), Cotton Incorporated and other generic 

promotion programs; 
• Workshops and seminars organized in conjunction with host countries; 
• Reduced participation fees for CSITC round trials. 

 
The executive director will develop specific budget proposals for the priorities identified above for 
presentation to the PSAP at the next meeting in Cartagena. The executive director of IFCP will be asked 
to provide a paper on the background and purpose of the IFCP for further consideration in Cartagena. 
 
 
2) Efficiencies in cotton trading: 

a. Phytosanitary Certificates:  
b. World Bale Numbering System using telephone number country codes:  
c. Ensuring that cotton samples are not categorized as hazardous cargo by courier 

companies: 
d. Establish a standardized method of sending gin data to HVI labs: 



 
 
The PSAP emphasized the importance of these issues and urged the executive director to continue to 
look for opportunities to push forward this agenda. The Secretariat needs to keep raising awareness 
among governments of the importance of electronic documents, and governments should be encouraged 
to enable the use of electronic documents. The PSAP reiterated the importance of a world wide system of 
bale numbering, developing a standardized format for sending data from gins to HVI labs, and changing 
the classification of cotton samples as hazardous cargo. 
 
 
3) Strategic Plan:  
The ICAC Strategic Plan was last updated in 2008. The PSAP suggested that major priorities that should 
be addressed by the ICAC include:  

• Demand enhancement 
• Sustainable production 
• Reducing the costs of cotton production 
• Contract sanctity 
• Traceability through the value chain 
• Technology transfer 

 
The PSAP noted that much progress had been made in facilitating instrument testing on a wide scale and 
these efforts by the Task Force on Commercial Standardization of Instrument Testing of Cotton should 
continue.  
 
The executive director will take these suggestions into consideration when preparing an update of the 
strategic plan for the ICAC. A draft of the new strategic plan will be presented for discussion in 
Cartagena. 
 
 
4) Other Business: 
 
Some members of the PSAP noted that there was a possibility that the EU would ask to join the ICAC. 
Without presuming to advise governments on membership matters, the PSAP urged that the ICAC should 
ensure that voices from the private sector continue to be heard by members of the ICAC. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 PM. 
 


