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Honorable Chairman, Distinguished Delegates to the 72nd Plenary Meeting of the 
International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC), Observers and Guests, 
 
On behalf of the members of the Standing Committee and the Government of Switzerland I 
would like to express my sincere appreciation to the Government of Colombia, supported 
by the Colombian cotton growers association, CONALGODON, and other sponsors, for 
hosting the 72nd Plenary Meeting of the ICAC. Switzerland hosted the 71st Plenary Meeting, 
and so the extensive efforts needed to ensure a successful gathering of the world cotton 
industry are very familiar to the Swiss Delegation and myself. I congratulate Colombia and 
all members of the organizing committee for their efforts. 
 
Colombia has a long tradition in cotton production, textile production, garment 
manufacturing and fashion design. The integration of production, processing and design 
within the Colombia cotton value chain offers many lessons of interest to all countries, and 
we all look forward to learning more about Colombia. The emphasis in the agenda of this 
meeting on encouraging young entrepreneurs, on giving greater visibility to women in 
agriculture and to investigating the impacts of land tenure on long term investments are 
substantive topics of great interest to all. The Government of Switzerland has an enduring 
interest in all facets of sustainability, and I look forward to the discussions this week as the 
three facets of sustainability: social, environmental and economic, are interwoven with the 
agenda of this meeting and particularly during the World Café sessions on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 
 
New Executive Director 
 
The most important activity of the Standing Committee since the 71st Plenary Meeting in 
Interlaken was the hiring of a new executive director.  
 
The Standing Committee authorized the formation of a Task Force on Executive Director 
Search in June 2012. The Task Force prepared a job description and a list of requirements 
for application during 2012, which were endorsed by the Standing Committee and 
approved by the 71st Plenary Meeting in Interlaken. Since the meeting in Interlaken, the 
Task Force reviewed applications, conducted interviews and made a recommendation to 
the Standing Committee. Delegates from 21 countries participated in the Task Force on 
Executive Director Search, and I am gratified to be able to report that the Task Force did an 
excellent job. Members of the Task Force took their responsibilities seriously, candidates 
were considered based on merit according to the job description and requirements for 
application, and Task Force discussions were conducted in a spirit of mutual respect and 
commitment to the best interests of the ICAC.  
 
It is a pleasure to report that Mr. José Sette of Brazil was chosen by the Standing 
Committee, based on a recommendation from the Task Force on Executive Director 
Search, to serve as the next executive director of ICAC. Mr. Sette was executive director 
ad interim of the International Coffee Organization (ICO), a sister organization to the ICAC, 
from November 2010 to November 2011. He was Head of Operations for the ICO from 
November 2007 to the end of December 2012. He has worked as a consultant to trade 
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associations, specializing in international trade matters, and he has worked with state trade 
associations in Brazil and with coffee exporters. He has also worked previously in 
Washington, DC for the Inter-American Development Bank. He has a MBA with a major in 
finance from American University in Washington, DC. He speaks English, French, 
Portuguese and Spanish. 
 
Mr. José Sette will be the sixth executive director in the history of the ICAC Secretariat 
since 1947, following Mr. R. Whitaker, May 1947–Mar 1949; Mr. Robert Evans, Apr 1949–
Feb 1963; Dr. J. C. Santley, Mar 1963–Dec 1986; Dr. Lawrence. H. Shaw, Jan 1987–Dec 
1998; and Dr. Terry P. Townsend, Jan 1999–Dec 2013. 
 
I am sure that Mr. Sette will do an excellent job and that the best interests of ICAC 
members and the cotton industry will be served during his tenure. I wish to thank Mr. 
James Johnson of the United States who served as Chair of the Task Force on Executive 
Director Search.  
 
Other Standing Committee Activities 
 
In addition to the work associated with recruitment, evaluation of candidates and selection 
of a new executive director, the Standing Committee approved the budget and work 
program of the Secretariat, approved the agenda of this plenary meeting, approved the 
terms of reference and membership in two new working groups on identity cottons and 
competing fibers, and served as a bridge between plenary meetings by conducting a 
seminar on Meeting Cotton’s Competitive Challenges. The Standing Committee also met 
with a representative of the European Commission to explore the potential for EU 
membership in the ICAC. 
 
Regarding the potential membership of the EU in the ICAC, a representative of the 
European Commission informed the Standing Committee at its 522nd meeting in January 
of this year that the EU regards the ICAC as an effective organization contributing to 
collaboration and transparency. The EC representative noted that the EU has an interest in 
cotton as both a producer and consumer and because of the development dimensions of 
cotton in producing countries, and he reported that the EU has an interest in joining the 
ICAC on the basis of one membership, paying one assessment and representing one vote. 
 
Following the 522nd Standing Committee meeting, I called a meeting involving myself, the 
First Vice Chair of the Standing Committee, the Second Vice Chair and the executive 
director to consider next steps. Based on the shared judgment of we three Standing 
Committee officers, I sent a letter to the European Commission indicating that the 
Commission should send a formal communication of EU intention to join the ICAC. I added 
that the formal communication should indicate the broad principles on which the EU wishes 
that membership in ICAC would be based, such as the number of votes to be represented, 
the basis for calculation of assessments, on what issues the EU would exercise exclusive 
competence, and the future role of current members of ICAC who are members of the EU. 
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It had originally been expected that such a letter could be received in March of this year, 
and that the letter would serve as a basis for ICAC consideration of EU membership. It was 
hoped that the ICAC could amend its Rules and Regulations at the 72nd Plenary Meeting to 
explicitly allow for the membership of a union of countries and the basis for the assessment 
to be paid by such a union. Then the EU would formally apply for membership under the 
amended Rules and Regulations following the 72nd Plenary Meeting. 
 
However, as of the writing of this Report, such a letter has not yet been received from the 
European Commission.  Therefore, the Standing Committee has not made additional 
progress in consideration of the issue of EU membership. 
 
In other activities this past year, the Standing Committee appreciated the renewed efforts 
by the Secretariat to forecast season average cotton prices, after two years of price 
upheaval that undermined efforts at objective analysis of prices. I take this opportunity to 
thank the Secretariat for its work in monitoring world cotton supply, use, stocks and prices 
and its efforts to transmit technical information to cotton researchers around the world. 
Such information is of crucial value to member governments and the cotton industry, and 
the efforts of the Secretariat are very highly valued. 
 
The Standing Committee approved the formation of a Task Force on Challenges from 
Competing Fibers and the formation of a Working Group on Identity Cottons. The Chair of 
the Task Force on Challenges from Competing Fibers gave a preliminary report to the 
Standing Committee at its 523rd Meeting, and I look forward to hearing the full report of the 
Task Force during the First Open Session of the plenary meeting. The Working Group on 
Identity Cottons will provide a platform for exchange of information about these important 
cotton programs. 
 
The Standing Committee also received a report from the Private Sector Advisory Panel 
during its 523rd meeting on efforts to improve efficiencies in cotton trading by adopting the 
FAO standardized phytosanitary certificate for trade in cotton, by encouraging universal 
acceptance of electronic documents, by promoting a world wide system of numbering bales 
with telephone country codes, by ensuring that cotton samples are not classified as 
hazardous cargo by courier companies and by adopting a standard format for sending data 
from gins to HVI labs. I commend this work by the PSAP and urge all government to take 
appropriate note of these recommendations. The PSAP will lead a breakout session on 
these topics during this plenary meeting for those wishing additional information. 
 
The ICAC Expert Panel on Social, Environmental and Economic Performance of Cotton 
Production (SEEP) reported to the Standing Committee at its 524th meeting on its work in 
considering the metrics to be used in measuring the sustainability of cotton production. The 
final report of SEEP on this topic will be given during the Second Open Session, and this 
report will serve as the basis for discussion during the World Café. As noted earlier, issues 
associated with sustainability are of primary importance to the Government of Switzerland, 
and I very much appreciate the work of SEEP, the Secretariat and the Organizing 
Committee for this plenary meeting in advancing this agenda issue. 
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Approval of Standing Committee Officers for 2013-14 
 
The Standing Committee at its 524th Meeting unanimously endorsed the nominations of Dr. 
Chris Parker of Australia as Chair, Mr. Luiz Fellipe Schmidt of Brazil as First Vice Chair and 
Ms. Wei-jiun Liao of Taiwan as Second Vice Chair of the Standing Committee for the next 
year. All three nominees have demonstrated interest in the work of the ICAC through 
frequent participation in the work of the Standing Committee. Officers representing 
Australia, Brazil and Taiwan will provide broad geographical representation, representation 
to both developed and developing countries, and representation to both importing and 
exporting countries. The governments of Australia, Brazil and Taiwan are all current in the 
payment of assessments to the Secretariat.  
 
The nominations have been submitted for final approval during this Plenary Meeting. On 
behalf of all members of the Standing Committee, I would like to endorse the nominated 
officers. 
 
Finally, I wish to express my sincere appreciation to my fellow Standing Committee 
members in Washington for their support, professionalism, interest in the work of the ICAC 
and good humor during the past year. It was a great pleasure and an honor for me to serve 
as chair of the ICAC, and I very much appreciated the support of the Standing Committee 
members in ensuring that the work of the Committee was conducted efficiently and 
effectively. 
 
My deepest gratitude also goes to the ICAC Secretariat staff members for their excellent 
work throughout the past several years.  A very special warm thank you goes to our current 
executive director, Dr. Terry Townsend, not only for being an excellent executive director, 
but particularly for his support and friendship over the past four years I had the honor of 
representing my country, Switzerland, as a member of the Standing Committee.  
  
And last but not least, I would like to express my very sincere thanks to the Government of 
Colombia and the Organizing Committee for the excellent arrangements they made for the 
72nd Plenary Meeting.  






