
 
Report of the 2nd Breakout Session at the 72nd Plenary Meeting  

 
 
A breakout session was conducted during the 72nd Plenary Meeting of the ICAC in Cartagena, Colombia, on 
Tuesday, 1st  October 2013, on the subject of Improving Making Cotton Trade more Efficient.  
 
Ahmed Elbosaty, Modern Nile Cotton Company, Egypt, Iván Darío Arroyave, Bolsa Mercantil, Colombia, Carlos 
Salazar, Diagonal, Colombia, Greg Wakefield, and Wakefield Inspection Services, and Alois Schönberger, 
Cottonex Anstalt, Poland, spoke during the session. Alois Schönberger served as Chair of the session. 
 
The purpose of this session was to discuss proposals from the Private Sector Advisory Panel to improve the 
efficiency of trade in cotton.  
 
Ivan Dario Arroyave emphasized the important role of the state in Colombia in efforts to increase efficiency in trade 
in cotton by modernizing the production system. Mr. Arroyave recommended that producers be given increased 
access to capital markets. He noted that 80% of producers are excluded from loans in Colombia. He advocated 
increased access to farm insurance in order to minimize price risks, improved competition and increased 
partnership between producers and traders.  
 
Carlos Salazar from Diagonal, Colombia, underlined the importance of information technology for reaching more 
efficiency in cotton commerce. He mentioned the newly introduced information system in Colombia, containing 
Barcode labeling, HVI testing with web access and the establishment of a central cotton database.  
 
The panel endorsed the use of electronic documents in cotton trade worldwide to avoid costly and bureaucratic 
procedures. The Secretariat was asked to work with the Standing Committee to standardize phytosanitary 
requirements for trade in cotton.      
 
The panel recommended adoption of a worldwide system of bale identification using either barcodes or QR Codes 
to facilitate traceability and efficiency as the world moves toward 100% HVI testing. The bale identification system 
could incorporate information on quality, weight, origin, and shipment. It was suggested that the CSITC task force 
be asked to follow up on these recommendations. 
 


