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11:00 hr. Friday, October 4, 2013 
Chair: Mr. Cesar Pardo Villalba, Presidente Ejecutiva, Conalgodón 
 
Reading of the Final Statement of the 72nd Plenary Meeting: 
The delegate of CHAD agreed that the statement be read. However, the delegates of BRAZIL and ARGENTINA 
indicated that the statement was available in five official languages and had been reviewed in detail by delegates 
during the meeting of the Drafting Group. The CHAIR concluded that it was not necessary to read the statement. 
 
Closing Comments by the Outgoing Executive Director: 
Terry Townsend noted that the world cotton industry involves about 100 million families. He said that in the current 
season the farm value of cotton production is about $40 billion, and the value of cotton yarn sold by spinners will 
be about $70 billion. He further observed that cotton is a wonderfully diverse industry and is one of the few 
industries in the world that can be truly said to “touch” the lives of nearly every person on the planet almost every 
day. 
 
Mr. Townsend noted that ICAC provides public infrastructure that enables industry improvement through industry 
action. He observed that the ICAC brings together governments and the private sector from producing, consuming 
and trading countries representing all stages of the value chain. Over its 7 decades of existence, the ICAC has 
contributed concretely to the lives of people in the cotton industry by improving government policies, providing 
information for decision-making and by disseminating technology. He asserted that world cotton yields are higher, 
earnings are greater and demand is stronger because of the work of the ICAC since 1939. 
 
The outgoing executive director said that it had been an honor to work for ICAC for 25 years. He said he had 
visited almost every ICAC member country, had seen regions as diverse as Victoria Falls and Lubbock, that he 
had visited national capitals such as Paris, cotton centers such as Moundou, and even population centers such as 
Wee Waa. He remembered that he had been privileged to experience cultures as diverse as Hindu shrines, 
Andean music and Liverpool football. He thanked member governments, individual delegates and the Secretariat 
and many, many friends in the cotton industry for their support and involvement and concluded by noting that it 
had been a great, great honor to work for ICAC. 
 
Closing Comments by SWITZERLAND, Host of the 71st Plenary Meeting: 
The delegate commented on the beautiful beaches of Cartagena and interesting topics during the plenary 
meeting, and she thanked the Government and cotton industry of Cartagena for hosting the 72nd Plenary Meeting. 
She said that Switzerland appreciated the increased interaction during the World Café sessions of the plenary 
meeting and she thanked delegates for their common efforts to understand the metrics used in measuring 
sustainability in cotton production. She noted that there had been much interest in the report of the Task Force on 
Identity Cottons, as well as in the other sessions during the week. She expressed thanks to the outgoing 
executive director for his work and welcomed the incoming executive director, Mr. José Sette. 
 
Closing Comments by Other Countries: 
The delegate of ARGENTINA said farewell to Terry Townsend, whom he had known since 1987, and thanked him 
for facilitating achievements by the ICAC. The delegate noted that he had sometimes experienced disagreements 
with Terry but that they had always been overcome. He expressed appreciation to the Secretariat, Gema Tours, 
the Hilton Hotel staff, the interpreters and Conalgodón and the Government of Colombia for all efforts to ensure 
the success of the plenary meeting. 
 
The delegate of TURKEY thanked the government and people of Colombia. He said the agenda had been 
extensive and comprehensive, and he thanked delegates for their collegial spirit during the meeting of the Drafting 
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Group. He concluded by thanking the Secretariat and the organizing committee, and he thanked Terry Townsend 
for his work. 
 
The delegate of TOGO thanked the people and government of Colombia for their warm welcome. He praised 
Terry Townsend for his human qualities, recalling visits to Togo to see farmers and gins, and he invited Mr. Sette 
to visit Togo at the earliest opportunity. He said that the cotton industry of Togo would work to implement the 
recommendations of the ICAC as part of worldwide efforts to improve cotton efficiency. 
 
The delegate of BRAZIL said that he hoped that this would not be the final time that Terry Townsend spoke to the 
ICAC but that he would be invited to participate in future meetings. 
 
The delegate of TANZANIA thanked and congratulated Colombia for a successful plenary meeting. He thanked 
Terry for his work leading the ICAC since 1999. He said that discussions had been fruitful and he joined Togo in 
pledging to implement the recommendations contained in the Statement of the Meeting in Tanzania. He said that 
the sessions on women in cotton, young entrepreneurs and land tenure were especially appreciated. 
 
The delegate of INDIA said that he echoed the thoughts of others in thanking Colombia for successfully hosting 
the plenary meeting. He said the work of this plenary had been excellent and the discussions meaningful. He 
congratulated Mr. Townsend and welcomed Mr. Sette. He said that India was already looking forward to the 73rd 
Plenary Meeting in Greece. 
 
The delegate of Colombia expressed his appreciation to delegates for their participation in the meeting. He said 
that Colombia was very pleased with the meeting’s outcome. He thanked Mr. Townsend for his service as 
executive director. The delegate recalled that Mr. Dávila and Ms. Fonseca, previous executive directors of 
Conalgodón, would be proud of the accomplishments of this plenary meeting. He expressed best wishes to Mr. 
Sette, and he looked forward to a new era of goals, objectives and achievements under a new executive director. 
 
The delegate of SUDAN thanked the government and people of Colombia for their hospitality, friendship and good 
organization of the plenary meeting. He said the information obtained during the meeting was beneficial. He 
thanked Terry Townsend for his humanitarian and intellectual support of Sudan and cotton during his career, and 
he welcomed Mr. Sette as the next executive director. 
 
The delegate of EGYPT thanked the government and people of Colombia. He said that the city of Cartagena was 
beautiful. He thanked Terry Townsend for his efforts and welcomed José Sette. He also thanked the Secretariat 
and the Organizing Committee. 
 
Closing Comments by Colombia: 
The CHAIR thanked all delegates, observers and representatives of international organizations for their 
participation in the plenary meeting. He noted that the presence and participation of delegates had made it 
possible to hold a successful plenary meeting, contributing to a better idea of the future of the cotton industry and 
cotton farming in Colombia. He noted that discussions about cotton farming, biotechnology, climate change, land 
tenure, trade, problems of international trade, and challenges faced by the textile industry were all highly relevant. 
He said that Colombia was at a turning point in the development of agriculture, and that the discussions at the 
plenary meeting would help to orient future government policies. He said that Colombian farmers are struggling for 
profitability. On behalf of Conalgodón he expressed his thanks to all delegates for attending the meeting and 
contributing to discussions. He thanked Terry Townsend and the Secretariat for their assistance in preparation of 
the meeting, including logistics and the agenda. He welcomed Mr. Sette to the ICAC, noting that his broad 
experience in international organizations will enable him to develop the work of the ICAC. He concluded by saying 
farewell to all delegates until the ICAC meets again in Greece. 
 
The Closing Session of the 72nd ICAC Plenary Meeting was adjourned at 11:49 AM. 
 


