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Ladies, gentlemen,  
I am Luiz Renato Zapparoli, a cotton grower in Brazil, president of the Cotton Growers 

Association of the State of Goiás (founded in 1999), a member of the Brazilian Cotton Growers 
Association (ABRAPA). I want to take this opportunity, as the president of the Organizing 
Committee for the World Cotton Research Conference 6 (WCRC 6), to invite you to participate in 
the WCRC 6, which will be held in the city of Goiânia, State of Goiás, Brazil, on June 20 to 24 of 
2016. The WCRC 6 will be a joint initiative of Brazilian institutions (AGOPA, EMBRAPA, 
ABRAPA FIALGO, the Goiás Foundation), ICAC and the ICRA (International Cotton Researchers 
Association). 
 

Brazil will be the sixth country to host the WCRC, which was previously held in Australia, 
Greece, South Africa, the United States and India. It is a great honor and a first rate opportunity to 
host an event of such magnitude in Brazil, and in South America. In addition to welcoming to our 
country cotton specialists from all over the world - who will share their knowledge and experiences 
- we will have the chance to showcase cotton production practices and the research that is being 
done in a tropical environment, such as what we have in Brazil, and discuss its specificities. We 
know that the evolution that has taken place worldwide in production models is the result of the 
generation, accumulation and dissemination of knowledge and technologies that we have seen 
happen throughout the past decades. We also know that to continue to evolve in the field of cotton 
production, in view of the many environmental, social and market challenges we need overcome, it 
will be necessary to develop solutions and innovations through research, continuously.  
 

Brazil has the environmental conditions that make it possible to produce cotton in vast areas, 
between latitudes 6° S and 24° S, essentially without irrigation, taking advantage of the rain that is 
prevalent from November to May. Our soil is particularly suitable for cotton production, if chemical 
limitations are corrected, since there are no physical constraints. The prevailing weather and our 
location make it possible to have more than one harvest season, as the rainy season lasts 6 to 7 
months. This particular circumstance enable growers to grow crops in rotation, such as soy or beans, 
followed by cotton, with excellent results in terms of production. From the social and economic 
standpoint, cotton production has generated great development and improvements in the quality of 
life of the people who live in different regions of the country. Everywhere cotton is grown, a 
network of cotton-related businesses has flourished and has generated wealth and income 
distribution. Individuals living in the rural area find proper jobs, labor laws are enforced and 
observed, capacity building programs are offered, along with specialized training programs. This 
translates into improved social and economic conditions for workers and their families.  
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Ladies and gentlemen, we grow cotton of excellent quality, by using knowledge and 
technologies suitable for the tropical environment. In such an environment, during the cotton season, 
rain is abundant and intense, and can cause erosion and loss of soil. The combination of high 
temperature and high relative humidity, which favors plant development and enables growers to 
have two harvests a year, also favors the appearance of diseases and different species of pests. 
Through research and a lot of effort on the part of the growers, many difficulties have been 
overcome and nowadays we can say that we have achieved the greatest productivity in non-irrigated 
cotton fields. We know how to protect our soils and keep them fertile. No-till farming helps us to 
work faster. This system is ideal for soil and water conservation and nutrient recycling. It also helps 
decrease the emission of gas that causes the greenhouse effect. New varieties of cotton plants help 
us manage diseases and pests in a more adequate manner. Growers work in a safer environment 
because of the reduced use of pesticides and the consequent environmental contamination. We have 
also evolved in terms of production potential and fiber quality. We are seeking to adopt more 
sustainable and productive social, economic and environmental systems, but we still have a long 
way to go. There are many challenges that have to be overcome.  
 

I am certain that the discussions and the knowledge sharing that will take place during the 
WCRC 6 will greatly contribute to develop cotton growing practices in every country. The event 
will represent a significant contribution to those countries in a tropical environment, such as Brazil, 
the neighboring countries in South America, as well as the African countries located in the same 
latitude. The WCRC 6 will bring together, in Brazil, researchers from several regions of the world, 
with different specialties sharing their knowledge and experience. This event will certainly bring 
about considerable advances in the search for solutions to our limitations, and the problems we face.  

 
Throughout 2014, the WCRC 6 site will have a special section where you will be able to 

submit suggestions of topics that you would like to see presented and discussed. The official 
language of the event is English, and the conference will provide simultaneous interpretation into 
Spanish. Participants will also have the opportunity to visit cotton fields and research areas, since 
the event will take place during harvest season. We will welcome you all with open hearts, in the 
best tradition of Brazilian hospitality. The video that we will show next will give you a sample of 
what you will find in Brazil. 
 

Thank you for your kind attention.   
 
	  


