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The CHAIR welcomed participants to Colombia, a country with great multiethnic diversity and 
biodiversity, where entrepreneurship and hard working people helped the economy to grow to 
the 31st position in the world. He noted that cotton production and trade are important 
industries in Colombia and help to pay 9 million salaries. He indicated that the textile industry 
in Colombia has 100 years of history, and entrepreneurial spirit helps its leaders to overcome 
rising challenges. He welcomed participants to Cartagena, the city facing the Caribbean Sea, 
and he thanked the former director of Conalgodón for her excellent work in organizing the 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Ruben Dario Lizarralde, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of Colombia 
presented inaugural remarks on behalf of the President of Colombia, Juan Manuel Santos. He 
welcomed all the guests and speakers to the 72nd Plenary Meeting. He said that he honors the 
work of Dr. Terry Townsend and his contribution to the world cotton industry over the years of 
his service. He said the theme of the meeting “Emergent Challenges Facing the Cotton Value 
Chain “ is very appropriate in this city declared a city of world heritage. He noted that cotton 
remains important not for just the largest producers, such as China, India, USA, Brazil and 
Australia, but also for smaller economies such as Colombia, where about 4,000 producers are 
involved in cotton production. Cotton faces many challenges, among which competition from 
chemical fibers and quality issues are the most important. He said that it is necessary to define 
clear policies and strategies to make the cotton sector more competitive. He described cotton 
production in Colombia and noted the potential for investments in the textile industry. He 
highlighted the importance of issues that will be discussed at this Plenary Meeting, including 
challenges from competing fibers, the supply and use situation, trade agreements, identity 
programs, efficiencies leading to higher yields and lower production costs, sustainability of 
cotton production, efforts to better organize small producers, the need to respect human rights 
and to eliminate child labor. He highlighted again the great work by Dr. Terry Townsend in 
linking governments with the private sector and wished him success in his future endeavors. 
He welcomed participants to Colombia and wished a successful meeting. 
 
The delegate of Argentina presented welcoming remarks on behalf of all delegates. He said 
that it was a great honor to speak on behalf of all delegates. He thanked the Minister of 
Agriculture and Conalgodon for their work in organizing this Plenary Meeting. He also thanked 
all the delegates for participating in the meeting and wished all a good discussion of cotton 
issues, such as efficiencies and sustainability in cotton production, emerging challenges and 
the role of women in cotton cultivation. He thanked the Colombian people for their hospitality 
and citizens of Cartagena for preserving the historical sites of the city. 
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The delegate of Greece congratulated the Organizing Committee and Government of 
Colombia for an excellent plenary meeting. On behalf of the Greek government and the Greek 
Ministry of Rural Development and Food she said Greece will be honored to host the 73rd 
Plenary Meeting of ICAC in Thessaloniki, Greece on November 2-7, 2014. Greece has been a 
member of ICAC since 1947 and organized the 27th Plenary Meeting of ICAC in Athens in 
1968. She said that agriculture is still important for the Greek economy, accounting for 7% of 
the country’s GDP, while cotton cultivation has a long tradition. She noted that cotton has high 
social and environmental impacts in Greece, and that the cotton value chain of Greece is 
among the 10 most important in terms of production, yield and exports. The delegate noted 
that Greece and the city of Thessaloniki are heirs of world heritage sites of ancient Greece, the 
Roman and Byzantine Empires and nearly four centuries of Ottoman rule. The delegate 
thanked the Committee for an opportunity to organize the 73rd Plenary Meeting and assured 
that discussions at the meeting will be interesting and stimulating. She showed an invitational 
video on Greece. 
 
The Chair of the Standing Committee, Mr. François Schmidt of Switzerland, reported that the 
most important activity of the Standing Committee since the 71st Plenary Meeting was the 
hiring of a new executive director. He said it was a pleasure to report that Mr. José Sette of 
Brazil was chosen by the Standing Committee, based on a recommendation from the Task 
Force on Executive Director Search, to serve as the next executive director of ICAC. Mr. 
Schmidt said that he was sure that Mr. Sette will do an excellent job and that the best interests 
of ICAC members and the cotton industry will be served during his tenure.  
 
Mr. Schmidt said that during the past year the Standing Committee had approved the budget 
and work program of the Secretariat, approved the agenda of this plenary meeting, approved 
the terms of reference and membership in two new working groups on identity cottons and 
competing fibers, and served as a bridge between plenary meetings by conducting a seminar 
on Meeting Cotton’s Competitive Challenges. He noted that the Standing Committee also met 
with a representative of the European Commission to explore the potential for EU membership 
in the ICAC.  
 
Mr. Schmidt endorsed the nominations of Dr. Chris Parker of Australia as Chair of the Standing 
Committee, Mr. Luiz Fellipe Schmidt of Brazil as First Vice Chair and Ms. Wei-jiun Liao of 
Taiwan as Second Vice Chair for the next year, and he urged that their nominations should be 
approved. 
 
Mr. Schmidt expressed his appreciation to Standing Committee members in Washington for 
their support, professionalism, interest in the work of the ICAC and good humor during the past 
year. He praised the ICAC Secretariat for their excellent work throughout the past several 
years. And he expressed his very sincere thanks to the Government of Colombia and the 
Organizing Committee for the excellent arrangements they made for the 72nd Plenary Meeting. 
 
The incoming Executive Director, Mr. José Sette was introduced. Mr. Sette said that he had 
previously visited Cartagena when working for the coffee industry, but now it is an opportunity 
to learn more about the cotton industry of Colombia. He said that he is deeply honored at being 
chosen as the next Executive Director of the International Cotton Advisory Committee, a body 
with such a rich history of service to the world cotton community. He noted that ICAC is the 
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world’s oldest international commodity body, predating even the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations. He confessed that his selection came as a surprise even to 
him, however, after recovering from the joy at being selected, he has come to see this 
appointment as the outcome of a process that began more than thirty years ago, when he first 
came into contact with an international commodity body. Since then, his career has spanned 
both the public and private sectors, but somehow always seemed to revolve around 
international organizations of one type or another. He said that his experience has also shown 
him that agricultural commodities face many similar challenges: transition to sustainable 
practices throughout the supply chain; insufficient basic and applied research; inadequate 
access to risk management instruments; inefficient value chains; barriers in access to credit; 
limited empowerment of women; ageing farmers; need for adaptation and mitigation to climate 
change; low value addition; and so on, and he is confident that the knowledge he has acquired 
can be fruitfully applied to cotton. He expressed his satisfaction with the transition 
arrangements and thanked Dr. Terry Townsend for his outstanding contribution as executive 
Director and wished him the best of fortunes in his future endeavors. He noted that ICAC can 
be considered a model in terms of its existing structure and the services it provides to 
members and the task of the incoming Executive Director is therefore not to embark on a wide-
ranging restructuring of its activities, but rather to adjust and fine tune a fully functional 
organization. He said that upon taking office, he intend to embark on a wide-ranging process of 
consultation with all governments, in order to find ways in which to strengthen the organization 
even further. He assured that he will do everything in his power to correspond to the trust and 
confidence placed in him, so as to maintain the relevance of ICAC in the changing world in 
which we live. 
 
The CHAIR said that ICAC started recognizing a cotton researcher of the year in 2009. 
Applications for the ICAC Researcher of the Year are accepted during February 1 to March 31, 
and a winner is announced on May 1. The Selection Committee comprises of six anonymous 
judges outside the ICAC Secretariat. The judges are changed every two years.   
 
The 2013 ICAC Researcher of the Year is Dr. Ibrokhim Abdurakhmonov from Uzbekistan. He 
is a biotechnologist and currently serves as a Director of the Center of Genomics and 
Bioinformatics, Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources of Uzbekistan. Dr. Ibrokhim has 
received numerous awards and honors from the Government of Uzbekistan and from 
international organizations. He is a member of the Executive Committee of the International 
Cotton Researchers Association (ICRA), and is on the editorial boards of many journals. Dr. 
Ibrokhim’s research is focused on genomic studies. His team has made major contributions in 
developing marker-assisted technologies for use in cotton breeding programs. He developed 
several molecular methods that are efficient, simple and can analyze large numbers of 
samples within short periods. He is a leader in the field of cloning and characterization of 
several important cotton gene families.   Dr. Ibrokhim will present a paper in the 5th Open 
Session on Wednesday. 
 
The executive director reviewed the history of the ICAC briefly. He noted that over the years 
the ICAC had progressed from being focused on providing information to being more forward 
focused on cooperation and interaction. He said that he is sure that ICAC will continue to 
change and improve under the direction of his successor José Sette from Brazil. He 
acknowledged the member governments of ICAC who have supported a Secretariat that is 
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focused on productivity and have approved and participated in changes in work programs, 
modes of action and meeting styles so that the ICAC could be the innovative, progressive 
organization that it is. 
 
He said it has been a great pleasure to work with a succession of excellent Standing 
Committee officers over the years, including Mr. François Schmidt of Switzerland, Dr. Chris 
Parker of Australia, Mr. Vinay Kwatra of India and Mr. James Johnson of the USA this past 
year. He also thanked all members of the Secretariat with whom he had served since 1987.  
 
The executive director said that a theme that he wishes to be remembered by is that industry 
competitiveness is not foreordained. He said that industries could influence market conditions 
through collaboration to facilitate technology development and adoption, through targeted 
efforts to build a positive industry impression among consumers, through cooperation to 
facilitate trade by reducing market “friction,” and by speaking coherently to government officials 
on trade matters so as to reduce distortions caused by interventionist policies. 
 
He wished to highlight that this plenary meeting provides a platform by which the world cotton 
industry can begin to develop an agreed set of metrics by which “sustainable” cotton 
production will be defined and measured. These agreed metrics would have a powerful 
influence on the structure, conduct and performance of the cotton industry in the decades to 
come. Therefore, producers and all stakeholders in the cotton value chain have a vital interest 
in ensuring that “sustainable” cotton production is defined both ambitiously and pragmatically 
based on an inclusive process of consultation and extensive dialogue. He thanked the 
members of the Expert Panel on Social, Environmental and Economic Performance for their 
work and said that the work of SEEP is proving crucial to the fulfillment of the mission of the 
ICAC, which is to assist governments in fostering a healthy world cotton economy. 
 
The executive director also thanked participants in the many workgroups of the ICAC, including 
the Private Sector Advisory Panel, Commercial Standardization of Instrument Testing of 
Cotton, Round Table on Biotechnology in Cotton, Task Force on Identity Cottons and Task 
Force on Competing Fibers, and the International Forum for Cotton Promotion. He observed 
that the activities of these workgroups provide tangible benefits to the ICAC and the world 
cotton industry, and he thanked member governments for their support and vision in approving 
the formation of each of these groups over the last decade. 
 
He welcomed participants from non-member countries of the ICAC to the plenary meeting. He 
concluded by thanking governments for the honor of serving as executive director. 
 
Approval of the agenda of the Plenary Meeting: The delegate of Brazil proposed to include a 
report of the Task Force on Identity Programs in the agenda of an open session. The Secretary 
General noted that there were no other comments on the Proposed Agenda, and he said that 
the suggestion by Brazil would be incorporated into the agenda. With this amendment, the 
agenda was approved. 
 
The delegate of the UNITED STATES on behalf of other delegates recognized Dr. Terry 
Townsend and expressed their sincere gratitude for the service he has provided to the ICAC 
over the past 26 years. He recalled first meeting Terry 20 years ago in his role as a statistician 
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and recalled that he was very dedicated to ensure that the ICAC analyses and forecasts were 
sound and reliable. He has known Terry in the role of ED for 14 years and did not witness any 
person who approaches their job with more energy, drive and commitment than Terry. Terry 
has become somewhat of an icon in cotton circles, and his name synonymous with ICAC and 
cotton, also because of his knowledge of the industry and strong leadership abilities. He said 
that over the years Terry has been a visionary leader for the ICAC with accomplishments such 
as formation of the IFCP and facilitating international efforts to standardize instrument testing 
of cotton and rules for international trade, he helped to expand work plans to appeal 
specifically to the interests of spinners and consuming countries. Terry has successfully guided 
the ICAC through many challenges during his tenure and his performance was exemplary. He 
has also been extremely approachable for all countries, and he has worked hard to balance 
diverse interests of member countries demonstrating courtesy and refined diplomatic skills. On 
behalf of all delegates and member countries he sincerely thanked Terry for his service to the 
ICAC and for being a passionate friend and proponent for cotton and wished him the very best 
in all of his future endeavors. The delegate said that the ICAC will certainly miss Terry, and he 
felt that all hope that he will return to visit with us often. 
 
He then read a letter from the Secretary of Agriculture of the United States, Tom Vilsack. The 
letter said: 
“Dear Dr. Townsend: 
On behalf of the United States Department of Agriculture, please accept our thanks for your 
long service with the International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC) ending December 2013. 
Your 26 years of service with the ICAC has been remarkable. The global cotton industry has 
undergone extreme change and transition over this time. Your efforts at the ICAC have helped 
countries and cotton industries all over the world understand, adapt and shape this change for 
the benefit of its citizens. During your tenure we have seen the advent of the WTO, phase out 
of the Multifiber Arrangements, major shifts in global cotton trading patterns and leaps and 
bounds in technology utilized in producing, processing and marketing cotton. There are not 
many people who understand how all these developments have come together as well as you, 
and very few who exhibit the passion you have for this industry and the people who rely on it 
for their livelihood. 
 
Our USDA staff, the U.S. cotton industry and cotton industries in developed and developing 
countries around the world have benefitted from your expertise, dedication, and institutional 
memory as well as the outstanding working relationship you have cultivated. 
 
Please accept my personal thanks and best wishes for your future endeavors. 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Tom Vilsack 
Secretary” 
 
Dr. Rafiq Chadhry on behalf of the Secretariat said that many of Dr. Terry Townsend 
colleagues in the Secretariat know him well for many years, and probably only his wife, Norma, 
knows him longer. Terry is a good colleague and the best way to describe his qualities is that 
he is a great human being. He is very neat at his thoughts and was honestly devoted to the 
work of the ICAC. On behalf of the Secretariat he thanked Terry for what he did for the 
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Secretariat. The Secretariat is very proud of Terry because he made themselves proud of the 
work they do. The Secretariat is very thankful to Terry for the respect he earned for the staff. 
He wished Terry good luck with his future endeavors and presented a souvenir (a painting of 
picking cotton in a field). 
 
The Chair adjourned the session at 11:45 AM 


