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Citing the case of China in promoting a new generation of farming entrepreneurs, Dr. 
Michel Fok of CIRAD, stated that there is a huge gap in the per capita income in the rural 
and urban areas, thus making farming less attractive to Chinese people. In China, most 
farmers have a small holding of 0.4-0.7 ha and often depend on additional income from 
other sources. In 1978, an average farmer made over 80% of his income from farming and 
less that 20% from other sources, but now an average farmer makes almost 60% of his 
income from other sources and only about 40% from farming. Surveys indicate that 
youngsters have little interest in faming, and almost 40% of the farmers in China are 
between 46 and 55 years of age. Only 13% of farmers are less than 35 years of age. Dr. 
Fok mentioned that the Government of China has taken substantive measures to promote 
an interest in farming. The Government supports land use by those who are most 
committed to farming, promotes cooperatives and mechanization, and provides necessary 
training for successful farming. The ‘family farmers’ program, introduced by the 
Government of China in late 2012, provides more incentives both in terms of land security 
and financial help so that farmers continue to take an interest in farming. However, farmers 
must submit applications, family members must provide the main source of farm labor, 
applicants must farm permanently, their production plans must be in compliance with local 
political objectives, and farmers are not allowed to grow whatever they want in order to 
meet eligibility requirements for the program. 
 
Dr. Fok mentioned that no program would be successful until farmers’ incomes are 
increased relative to off-farm sources of income. As far as China is concerned, there is a 
need to increase farm size to over 12 hectares and to accelerate the mechanization 
process, provide specific advice on crop husbandry and increase subsidies in order to raise 
incomes. Local authorities are very critical to the survival of farming systems in China as 
the central Government provides only 14% of the total subsidies. Different slogans are 
displayed to attract more people to farming but two important issues that have still not 
received attention from the Government are maintenance of the onerous residential 
registration system and the absence of a welfare system and social programs such as 
health care and pensions to improve farmers' social and economic status.    
 
Dr. Carlos Valderrama, Fundación País Futuro, Colombia, commenting on the presentation 
stated that Dr. Michel Fok had provided a rich account of what farmers, including cotton 
producers in China, face today and will likely face in the future. China has made great 
achievements in agricultural production, which strengthened food security. Yet, according 
to Dr. Valderrama, there is a negative aspect of farming in China that is shared in various 
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degrees by growers in a good number of countries. There is a large income differential 
between rural and urban China, there is a lack of free or affordable access by farmers to 
basic public services such as health care, and the new generation is not interested in 
farming. A number of government initiatives were mentioned indicating how China is 
concerned about who will farm in the future, promoting rural-urban integration based on 
promotion of cooperatives, speed up mechanization and educational programs with specific 
training. Dr. Valderrama agreed with Dr. Fok and questioned the sustainability of various 
programs and their geographical diffusion to inner provinces because their success lies on 
important subsidy efforts from local authorities (representing 3/5 of the family farmers' 
average income). He agreed that the Government of China is on the right track in providing 
multi-dimensional support to farmers. Dr. Valderrama suggested enhancing involvement of 
rural communities in the policy decision-making process. Dr. Valderrama concluded that 
the agricultural sector today needs more entrepreneurs and fewer monopolists, and he said 
that ignoring the issue will only maintain the status quo that is resulting in the erosion of 
sustainable rural development and rural communities. 
 
Mr. Aribe Achimugu of Nigeria agreed with Dr. Fok that there is a huge difference in income 
between rural and urban sectors that forms the basis for the lack of interest in farming. He 
said that the lack of interest from the younger generation burdens old age farmers to 
continue farming. Mr. Achimugu added that negative perceptions about farming are a major 
obstacle to encouraging a new generation of entrepreneurs. He stated that the Government 
of Nigeria has heavily invested in many sectors to encourage agriculture as a profession, 
and these investments helped him to become a successful young entrepreneur. The 
Government introduced a US$625 million Cotton, Textile and Garment Fund for direct 
lending to the cotton sector at an interest rate of 6% compared to a commercial rate of 
20%. The Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development launched an Agriculture 
Transformation Agenda that provides growers with easy access to fertilizers and seeds. 
The cotton farmers get three bags of fertilizer at a 50% subsidy. The Bank of Agriculture of 
the Ministry of Agriculture has been funded for easy lending to farmers. Mr. Achimugu 
mentioned many other government programs in agriculture that are very important for 
encouraging agriculture, including cotton. Nigeria plans to increase the number of farmers 
to 3.8 million by 2020. Mr. Achimugu concluded that governments have a very important 
role to play in various sectors of farming, including land use acts and other policy 
enactments that keep people farming and attract new farmers.  
 
Mr. German Alberto Chaves Correal of the National Service of Learning (Servicio Nacional 
de Apredizaje - SENA) Colombia explained how farmers in different centers in the country 
are trained in an integrated fashion. Special attention is paid to the development of human 
capital and a new generation of farmers. Twenty-seven centers that have an average area 
of 101 ha each are fully equipped with industrial biotechnology, precision agriculture, 
mechanization and a number of other important aspects of farming systems. Young people 
avoid low quality employment in rural areas, and parents do not want their children to 
continue to do what they have been doing to survive in poorly served rural areas. There is a 
need to increase social justice to stop migration to urban areas. SENA continuously 
monitors how many people have been trained and how many of them remain employed in 
agriculture.  
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When the CHAIR opened the floor for questions, the delegate of ARGENTINA asked Dr. 
Fok if the huge stocks of cotton currently held in China were in any way related to the 
support programs for farmers mentioned in his presentation. Dr. Fok responded that he did 
not study this aspect of China’s policies, but he said that cotton area in general is declining 
in China.    
 
A member of the delegation of PERU hoped that such a huge gathering of cotton experts 
would hopefully provide answers to the problems faced by growers in developing countries. 
He noted that subsidies paid in some countries affect farmers in all countries. 
 
Another speaker noted that more efforts must be made to utilize cotton byproducts from 
seed and stalks so as to enhance the incomes earned from cotton farming. 
 
The CHAIR concluded by noting that governments have a crucial role to play in 
encouraging young people to take an interest in agriculture. She said that other countries 
should consider pilot projects such as the examples from China. She urged that 
training/education programs be accelerated, credit facilities be extended and more 
incentives be provided in rural areas to keep cotton viable. 
 
The Session was adjourned at 13:00. 


