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The Chair invited Mr. Mark Messura to deliver the Report of the Task Force on Cotton Identity Programs. Mr. 
Messura thanked all members of the Task Force and the Secretariat for their efforts to produce this report. 
The report summarized the activities of the Task Force since its creation in early 2013 and noted that the first 
two objectives of its Terms of References were accomplished: (1) to serve as an objective statistical observer 
of the cotton identity programs, enhancing transparency; and (2) to serve as a clearinghouse for technical 
information on identity cottons.  
 
Mr. Messura noted that the Task Force struggled to find a consensus definition of “cotton identity programs,” 
but there was agreement that these programs are often multi-faceted, involving international efforts, 
agricultural production systems, stakeholders, and marketing identities. 
 
Mr. Messura reported selected results of a survey conducted of the organic sector, Cotton Made in Africa and 
the BCI, highlighting that data are self-reported by the initiatives and the Task Force did not verify any of the 
data in the report. The full report is available at https://www.icac.org/cmte/TFCIP_Reports. Mr. Messura’s 
presentation is available at https://www.icac.org/mtgs/Plenary/72nd-Plenary/Presentations. 
 
Mr. Messura urged the Advisory Committee to consider only tasks related to the collection of 
objective data in assigning any further work to the Task Force or transferring the data collection 
function permanently to the ICAC Staff. The Task Force encourages ICAC members to learn about 
these organizations from the survey results presented in the Report, and to follow up directly with 
these organizations to learn more and foster collaboration. 
 
The delegate of Brazil thanked the Secretary General for moving the presentation from the First Breakout 
Session to this 6th Open Session, congratulated the Task Force for the report, and encouraged the Task 
Force to continue its efforts to collect more information.  
 
The delegate of the United States congratulated the Task Force for serving its goals well, and recommended 
endorsing the recommendations of the Task Force, and moving further work of the Task Force to the 
Secretariat.  
 
After a request for clarification from the delegate of Argentina, the delegate of the United States 
recommended that in the case that further work is requested from the Task Force, it be confined to its first two 
objectives, and any other topics be transferred to the ICAC Secretariat. 
 
The delegate of Uganda inquired about the full list of countries producing organic cotton, besides India, 
Turkey and China that jointly account for 92% of world organic production. Mr. Messura read the list from the 
full report: Benin, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Egypt, India, Israel, Kyrgyzstan, Mali, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, 
Senegal, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Turkey, Uganda, and the United States. 
 
The delegate of Argentina requested information about the prices received at farm level by cotton producers 
across countries, and whether they cover the additional costs or efforts required from the farmers to shift 
away from conventional to organic production. Mr. Messura noted that, although price information is valuable, 
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it was not included in the survey. The Secretary General indicated that the Secretariat will collect this 
information from member countries and report it to its constituency. 
 
Following a question from the delegate of India, Mr. Messura indicated that detailed information about the 
chain of custody and verification beyond field and gins is available in the full report. 
 
The delegate of Brazil proposed that the Chair of the Task Force discuss with the Executive Director 
the future of the Task Force, focusing on avoiding overlap with other task forces and avoiding 
overburdening the Secretariat staff. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am 


