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The Chair invited French Agricultural Research Centre for International Development (CIRAD) to speak.  
The delegate for CIRAD explained that it is a French State-‐owned organization working in international 
cooperation for agricultural research in tropical and sub-‐tropical areas. The delegate noted that research has 
allowed us to meet the past and emerging challenges such as climate change and the increasing cost of non-
renewable inputs. The delegate stated that from CIRAD’s own experiences, sustainable solutions need to take 
into account the dynamics of the systems involved.  For example when producers target a specific pest, this may 
lead to a shift in the ecosystem that leads to new damage. The delegate stressed that researchers are important 
and a new generation is needed just as much as a new generation of farming entrepreneurs. The delegate noted 
that researchers often worked like entrepreneurs since they needed to procure funding and compete with other 
researchers for such funds. However, researchers may not be able to supply the research needed by the cotton 
industry because the adoption of research depends on other factors not just the intrinsic value of the finding and 
funders tend to discard ideas that are not adapted to the current global environment. The delegate concluded that 
new research ideas should be taken up through a systemic vision aware of the dynamic interactive nature of 
agricultural systems. 
 
The delegate from BCI, a global public private partnership to transform the way cotton is produced stated that the 
industry needs to go further with its multi-stakeholder group (business, NGOS, farmers, international development 
agencies) to develop standards to quantify their objectives that have been launched recently. Specifically, he 
stressed that it is a mainstream initiative with practices able to be adopted in any market, data that allows 
standards to be captured over time is needed and these standards should be based productivity and yield 
improvement (rather than getting a premium price). The delegate sated that during the last harvest season, about 
220,000 farmers in 5 countries received Better Cotton training and while results vary across countries, the 
average yield was 17% greater, water usage 8% lower and  profitability at farm level was 32% greater for 
participants in BCI’s program.  The delegate stated that its objective for 2020 is to have these standards adopted 
by 5 million farmers from around world and that 30% of world cotton production consists of BCI cotton.  
 
The delegate for the IFCP noted that it does not engage in promotion activities directly but instead, is a 
coordinator. The delegate explained that it also catalogues ads and will take a more active role in responding to 
attacks on cotton.  The delegate stated that cotton is a global brand and is technology neutral. The delegate 
stressed that polyester is the true competition and attacks by one type of cotton on another only benefits 
polyester. The delegate concluded that the challenge was to improve cotton’s market share, which needs a unified 
approach to be discussed at the IFCP lunch. 
 
The delegate for the International Cotton Association (ICA) noted that the majority of cotton contractual disputes 
occur under the ICA and an unprecedented number of contracts received arbitration awards of approximately 1.1 
million dollars each.  The delegate noted however that a significant percentage of these were defaulted on.  The 
delegate stressed that member states are reminded of their responsibilities to ensure that measures aren’t put in 
place to prevent or frustrate the enforcement of valid international arbitral awards. 
 
The delegate for African Cotton and Textile Industries Federation (ACTIF), a regional trade board incorporated in 
2005. The delegate noted that it has grown to 23 member countries and 52 associations covering all regions of 
Africa. The delegate stated that Africa currently produces1.3 million tons of cotton lint, which is 6% of production. 
The delegate noted that Africa only consumes 1.5 % of world production as it exports 75% of its production but 
wants to add value and create jobs. The delegate concluded that the there is renewed interest in Africa due to 
Asia’s rising costs and because of the benefits from free trade under AGOA, ACTIF is actively lobbying to extend 
AGOA which expires 2015 to 2030. 
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The delegate of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) noted that it has finalized the 
review of its strategic framework in 2013, which focuses on poverty, hunger, and increasing social, environmental 
and economic performance in the agricultural sector. The delegate highlighted FAO’s work on 1) farm capacity 
building programs 2) technology transfers through south-south cooperation 3) reducing risks to health and 
environment from pesticides 4) enhancing the value chain by working closely with ICAC, and 5) the SEEP report, 
which was presented in the first open session and will be discussed in the world café. 
 
The delegate from the International Trade Centre (ITC) noted that its technical assistance is purely trade-related 
and 100% Aid for Trade.  The delegate stated that it has several projects funded by the European Union such as 
supporting regional economic communities in implementing cotton to clothing strategies, building closer linkages 
between cotton ginners and cotton-consuming spinning mills, promoting African cotton in world markets and 
promoting low capital-intensive transfer of fiber information technologies through south-south cooperation. The 
delegate concluded by announcing that it is developing a project to support women in the cotton sector in Zambia 
and is also in the final stages of developing the south-south cooperation project “Cotton to Clothing: Enhancing 
African capacity and trade through the use of Turkish know-how.” The delegate noted that funding has not been 
secured yet.  
 
The representative of the CFC recalled the joint activities between CFC and ICAC over more than twenty years in 
the field of cotton development, addressing cotton-focused problems and perspectives in a broad range of 
member countries of the ICAC and the Common Fund. The joint cotton portfolio of some 26 projects reflects a 
total financial incentive for cotton development of approximately US$ 70 million, including some US$ 30 million 
contributed by the Fund and some US$ 40 million in counterpart funding and co-financing contributions. He 
reported that the Common Fund is going through a period of adjustments in terms of modalities of operations, and 
the Fund is now focusing on loan-based commodity development activities having the private sector as the core 
actor in its new projects. Requests for CFC support can be made through submission of proposals following the 
twice-yearly Call for Proposals. Details can be found on the Fund’s website (www.common-fund.org). The 
representative described current cotton projects, including a project to address seed cotton contamination. He 
also expressed his appreciation for co-operation with the ICAC team under Terry Townsend. He noted that the 
newly elected Executive Director, Mr José Sette is well known to the CFC from his time at the International Coffee 
Organization.  
 
The delegate of Chad stated that cotton is important to Chad’s trade balance as it is one of the main traded items, 
but that the instability of domestic cotton prices has created problems.  The delegate stated that Chad is creating 
the New Society CottonChad Sn with 10 billion USD in capital, 51% of which will be owned by the state and 49% 
by the private sector. The delegate stated that in 2012/13 34,000 tons of fiber were produced and all production 
was exported.  In 2013/14, 215,000 hectares were planted despite prolonged rainfall, but the rain should improve 
production with an expectation of 41,000 tons of cotton lint in 2013/14. The delegate concluded that he hoped to 
hear about ways to improve the value chain of cotton and to stress that the countries involved in the cotton 
industry need to think deeply about solutions to these challenges. 
 
The delegate of Cameroon stated that cotton was introduced to Cameroon in 1949 and is mostly cultivated in the 
extreme north. Since 1973, the cotton sector has been led by SODECOTON (the Society for Development of 
Cotton in Cameroon), which is parapublic group focused on cotton promotion. The delegate stated that while 
production had increased since 1973/74, it peaked in 2004/05 at 306,000 tons and in 2007/08, it fell to 115,000 
tons due to the significant decrease in world cotton prices and the increase in the price of inputs such as fertilizer. 
 Despite this, production increased in 2011/12. Because of the crisis in the cotton sector in 2006, the government 
established a stabilization fund, which would help producers get inputs. The delegate noted that it is also 
promoting through partnerships with CIRAD and the Institute of Agricultural Research for Development that would 
help create new varieties, improve soil fertility and also fight against bio-aggressors. The delegate concluded that 
as cotton is a main contributor to Cameroon’s economy it hopes its new institute will improve its capacities and 
help overcome constraints such as managing flooding and financing. 
 
The delegate of South Africa stated that lint cotton production by South African ginners is expected to decrease by 
46% to 6,800 tons in 2013/14 compared to last season and will be their smallest crop since the 1960s. The 
decrease in the current crop is mainly due to relative lower cotton prices and favorable circumstances for 
competing crops. The delegate noted that cotton is a labor intensive sector, especially for the smallholders but the 
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cotton sector also has the potential to provide a lot of jobs and raise incomes. The delegate stated that rural 
development is a top priority for South Africa in part in order to reduce the number of people migrating to urban 
areas and also to improve competiveness of the domestic value chain. The delegate said that South Africa looked 
forward to the report from the expert panel on SEEP, and that South Africa continues to be affected by subsidies.  
 
The delegate of Burkina Faso noted that cotton is very important to its economy and development as cotton 
creates income for rural areas and develops industrial activities. The delegate noted that cotton was 10% of 
Burkina Faso’s GDP and exports of cotton were a huge source of hard currency. The delegate stated that in the 
last nine seasons, Burkina Faso has produced 180, 000 thousand tons on average. The delegate noted that the 
government and players in the cotton sector are working together to improve cotton’s competitiveness, but the 
effects of their efforts are limited by the continuing subsidies in the developed countries. The delegate states that 
these subsidies should be stopped in order to make a more equitable international trading system and that it’s 
regrettable that the Doha Round has not come out with a single conclusive result. 
 
The delegate of Cote d’Ivoire stated that cotton is the economic engine in the northern region. The liberalization of 
the cotton sector starting in1988 has not concluded and in 2002 there was a social crisis that caused a decrease 
in domestic cotton prices for 8 years while the cost of inputs increased during this time. This caused production of 
seed cotton to decrease dramatically from 400,000 tons in 1999/00 to 120,000 tons in 2007/08 with a 
corresponding decrease in yields. The delegate noted however, that in the last 3 seasons production increased 
with an expectation of at least 360,000 tons of seed cotton in 2013/14 (155,000 tons of lint), which is due to an 
increase in prices to the producer and the reorganization of the cotton sector. The delegate noted that the 
government of Cote d’Ivoire has set up several government organizations such as a regulating body to 
professionalize the sector and build capacity in order to make cotton producers more credible producers and 
improve their living situation. The delegate stated that it adopted new measures for the cotton sector in March 
2013 they will be implemented in the 2014/15 season, which include improving producers’ access to quality seed, 
supplying inputs to producers, a better zoning system and a mechanism to set the price of seed cotton so that the 
producer receives 60% while the rest shared by stakeholder.  
 
The delegate of Egypt noted that as one of the founding members of ICAC it cares deeply about the discussions 
and hopes they will be fruitful.  The delegate noted that the cost of production of cotton has increased while 
revenues have decreased. The delegate further noted that fluctuation of prices from one season to another and 
competition with polyester have negatively affected cotton production in Egypt. In 2012/13, cotton area was 
143,000 hectares producing about 110,000 tons with an average yield of 768 kg/hectare. The cotton area in 
2013/14 is estimated at 122,811 hectares, which is expected to produce 100,000 tons of lint cotton. The delegate 
stated that the Egyptian government is now introducing an integrated plan for advancing agriculture, including a 
national campaign to promote the cotton and textile industries and encourage spinning and textile factories to 
invest in Egypt through free trade agreements.  The delegate concluded by noting that Egypt has new varieties of 
cotton such as Giza 92, which is one of the strongest cotton varieties and that it also has varieties that are extra-
long and of very fine texture.  
 
The delegate of Australia stated that cotton is one of the most important economic activities for many regional 
communities. The delegate noted that its production is only 3% of world production, but nearly 99% of its 
production is exported and mostly to Asia. The delegate further noted that in the past two seasons, it had 2.5 
times the yields compared to the rest of world and a record of 2.267 tons per hectare in 2012/13, which was 14% 
increase from last year. The delegate stated that responding to challenges from competing fibers should be a 
global response and Australia’s response has been to make its cotton a premium crop that is sustainable and able 
to meet consumer demand for particular looks and feel. The delegate stated that it also supports IFCP and the 
cotton identity programs. The delegate stressed however, that contract defaults are a major issue and also urges 
fellow government members to make reductions in tariffs and subsidies that distort trade in cotton.  
 
The delegate of Sudan stated that cotton is one of its main crops and the main foreign exchange earner. The 
delegate noted that it is a social crop, employing more than three hundred thousand families in the Sudan. The 
delegate stated that in order to positively affect cotton’s competitiveness, Sudan is using biotechnology to improve 
the varieties it grows and the irrigated cotton sector has made fundamental changes to the types it grows in order 
to reduce the high cost of production.  The delegate noted that in addition to these measures, it is also increasing 
research, improving infrastructure and encouraging farmers to cultivate natural fiber cotton by entering into 
partnerships with investors in the private sector. The delegate stated that Sudan has adopted several policies 
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such as modernizing irrigation systems to reduce water use and establishing technology transfer centers. The 
delegate noted that the Sudan government is in the process of issuing the laws interpreting the act on 
modernizing agriculture in Sudan, which is important as 20% of state revenue is in the agriculture sector. The 
delegate maintained that Sudan’s policy aims at a complete cancellation of taxes because agricultural products 
like cotton are exported goods that are considered as strategic. Sudan also has a current research project to 
make improvements in genetic engineering of cotton.  
 
The delegate to Turkey noted that there were a lot of good examples discussed in this meeting to take home and 
consider. The delegate stated that cotton is crucial for Turkey in the textiles and apparels sector, which has seen 
significant increase in consumption. As Turkey’s production cannot meet domestic demand, Turkey requires large 
imports of cotton and after China is the 2nd largest importer of cotton. The delegate stated that because manmade 
fiber will continue to improve and its production increase, the cotton sector will need to remain competitive such as 
through creating demand with new innovate products to arouse attention. The delegate stressed that the comfort 
and health benefits of cotton should also be stressed to consumers so that cotton will be the preferred fiber. The 
delegate concluded that a fair, free non-biased trade system is necessarily and protectionism hurts not just 
economies but also individuals at end of the day. 
 
The delegate of Zambia noted that cotton is an important resource for poor farmers and a significant contribution 
to smallholders’ income. The delegate stated that between 1990 and 2000, agricultural gross domestic product 
grew at an average rate of 3.9%, which was faster than population growth. The delegate stated that the Zambian 
government has enacted several new laws and policies to support cotton and in 2012/13 included cotton as one of 
the five crops under its Farmer Input Support Programme.  The delegate noted that cotton production grew from 
28,456 tons in 2009 to 104,000 in the 2012 harvest year. However, the current season production is threatened by 
local seed cotton pricing and higher prices for other crops, causing 2012/13 lint production to plummet to 38,000 
tons. The delegate stated that other concerns include low yields for cotton, poor production leading to reduced 
competitiveness on the world market.  The delegate stated that lint consumption has also been very low since the 
collapse of the domestic textile industry caused by obsolete equipment, and an increase in 2nd hand clothing 
consumption, but the government is looking to address these issues. The delegate stated that it has three 
varieties of medium staple cotton and has been able to command a premium on the world market due to efforts 
seeking to minimize contamination of lint. 
 
The delegate of Poland stated that natural fibers, contrary to manmade, are completely sustainable and 
environmentally friendly. The delegate noted that the industry not only needed to project but also enhance the 
image of cotton through avenues such as its environmentally-friendly aspect, which enhances its image and the 
personalization of textiles to match consumer demand. The delegate concluded by pointing participants to its 
report on the website which has interesting statistics concerning textiles and apparel.  
 
The delegate of Nigeria said that the theme of this plenary is very apt because of agricultural resilience is in the 
global spotlight because of climate change and unstable markets. The delegate stated that Nigeria had a system 
where agriculture used to be a powerhouse but faces challenges from poor infrastructure, massive dumping and 
counterfeiting by Asian countries. The delegate noted that Nigeria has come up with reforms to help improve the 
cotton sector along its value chain such as creating 6 local varieties of cotton that will have an improved yield and 
registering farmers into a database that currently has 200,000 registered and 18 ginners have also joined as 
production hubs. The delegate noted Nigeria has many success stories such as a revival of 25 textile companies 
after the government injected money into the textile sector and reducing contamination by stamping out the use of 
plastic bags. The delegate concluded that by next year, Nigeria should have a lot to report. 
 
3:45 PM. 
 
 


