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The CHAIR called the Steering Committee Meeting to order and asked if there were comments or 
suggestions to the preliminary agenda of the meeting. Seeing none, the Chair found that the agenda 
was approved. 
 
1. Election of the Standing Committee Officers, Working Paper I. 
The CHAIR invited Mr. James Johnson of the United States, Chair of the Nominating Committee, to 
report on the nomination process for Standing Committee officers. Mr. Johnson noted that the 
Nominating Committee had met in May 2013. It was confirmed that Dr. Chris Parker of Australia, the 
current First Vice Chair, would be available to serve as Chair during 2013-14; accordingly, Dr. Parker 
had been nominated to serve as Chair.  
 
Mr. Johnson explained that the current Second Vice Chair, Mr. Vinay Kwatra of India, will not be 
stationed in Washington during 2013-14 and so will not be available to serve as First Vice Chair. Based 
on geographical rotation, representation to importing and exporting countries, ability, interest and 
participation in the work of the Committee and timely payment of assessments, the Nominating 
Committee had nominated Mr. Luiz Felipe Schmidt of Brazil to serve as First Vice Chair and Ms. Wei-
jiun Liao of Taiwan to serve as Second Vice Chair. Mr. Johnson reported that the Standing Committee 
at its 524th Meeting had endorsed the three nominations. 
 
The CHAIR asked if there were comments on the report of the Nominating Committee, and seeing none 
he found that Dr. Parker, Mr. Schmidt and Ms. Liao were confirmed as Chair, First Vice Chair and 
Second Vice Chair of the Standing Committee, respectively, for the period from the end of the 72nd 
Plenary Meeting to the end of the 73rd Plenary Meeting. All delegates congratulated the incoming 
officers. 
 
2. Report of the Task Force on Executive Director Search 
The CHAIR asked Mr. Johnson, who had also served as Chair of the Task Force on Executive Director 
Search, to report on the process of hiring a new executive director.  
 
Mr. Johnson noted that during the 71st Plenary Meeting in Interlaken, the Advisory Committee had 
delegated the responsibility and authority for hiring a new executive director to the Standing Committee, 
and the Standing Committee had formed a Task Force on Executive Director Search. Mr. Johnson 
reported that the Task Force had advertised the position between November 2012 and February 2013, 
and that 26 qualified applications had been received. He reported that the Task Force had reviewed the 
applications and asked nine candidates to interview via Skype. From these interviews, three finalists 
had been chosen for in-person interviews in Washington. Following the interviews, the Task Force had 
reached a consensus to recommend to the Standing Committee that Mr. José Sette be offered the 
position of executive director. Mr. Johnson said that the Standing Committee had accepted this 
recommendation during its 524th Meeting. 
 
Mr. Johnson concluded by thanking Task Force members for their commitment to objectivity and 
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dedication to identifying the best candidate for the future of the ICAC. 
 
The CHAIR thanked Mr. Johnson and added that he agreed that the process had been transparent, that 
all members of the Task Force had demonstrated a strong commitment to the best interests of the 
ICAC, and that the decision represented the consensus view of the Standing Committee. 
 
The CHAIR observed that there were no questions or comments. 
 
3. Other Business: Update on EU Application for Membership in the ICAC. 
The CHAIR reported that he had received an e-mail on Monday morning, September 30, 2013 
approximately 30 minutes prior to the start of the Inaugural Session of the 72nd Plenary Meeting. The e-
mail contained a letter from the European Commission regarding EU accession to the International 
Cotton Advisory Committee. The Chair noted that the letter from the EC had been distributed to 
member governments that morning, October 3, 2013. 
 
The CHAIR explained that he had conferred with Dr. Chris Parker, First Vice Chair, and the two of them 
had agreed that the letter from the EC had not been received in a timely fashion such that it could have 
served as a basis for discussion at the Plenary Meeting. The CHAIR reported that the issue of EU 
accession based on the letter received from the EC would be placed on the agenda of a future meeting 
of the Standing Committee in Washington. 
 
The delegate of ARGENTINA asked when the letter had arrived and when had it been distributed to 
member governments. The CHAIR responded that the letter had arrived Monday morning, September 
30, and that he and the First Vice Chair had conferred on the matter during Monday and Tuesday and 
had instructed the Secretary General to distribute the letter to governments on Wednesday October 2. 
Because of tasks related to the plenary meeting, the Secretariat had distributed the letter on 
Wednesday morning October 3. 
 
The delegate of ARGENTINA said that the issues raised by EU application for membership in the ICAC 
were very important with implications for assessments paid by all members, representation within the 
ICAC and as a potential precedent for other groups of countries. The delegate insisted that member 
countries of the EU who had withdrawn from membership in the ICAC without paying assessments in 
full must pay the amounts in arrears. The delegate emphasized that in his view, the EU membership in 
the ICAC must not result in an increase in assessments paid by other members and that the EU must 
pay an assessment equivalent to the combined assessment of the seven current members of the EU 
who are members of the ICAC.  
 
The CHAIR assured all delegates that Standing Committee members understood the importance of the 
issues associated with potential EU membership in the ICAC. He said that these issues would be 
discussed in a serious and thorough fashion in the Standing Committee according to a process and 
timetable to be determined by the Standing Committee itself. 
 
The delegate of SUDAN noted that he had not been informed that the EU had expressed an interest in 
membership in the ICAC, and he asked the Secretariat to ensure that all members were informed of 
such situations. The delegate noted that EU membership in the ICAC could set a precedent for other 
groups of countries, and he urged the Standing Committee to discuss the issues associated with EU 
membership carefully.  
 
 
Seeing no other comments on the issue of EU membership, the CHAIR asked if there were other 
business, and seeing none declared the meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM. 


