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GIVING TO GREEK COTTON A BRAND NAME 

 

COTTON IN GREECE 

 

Greece as a Mediterranean country has in general favorable climatic conditions for 

agricultural practices. Cotton is among the major arable crops of Greece. 

Mostly located in central and northern Greece specifically in the region of Sterea Ellada, 

Thessaly, Macedonia and Thrace, cotton is for many decades now an important source of 

income for thousands of families. 

The recent years cotton cultivation extends to some 250,000 to 300,000 ha with a 

production of lint cotton ranging between 250,000 to 300,000 metric tons. 

Traditionally and until the 90’s decade almost the whole lint production was orientated to 

the local consumption.  

Since then various reasons led to the reduction of the textile sector in Greece so lint cotton 

became gradually strongly export orientated. 

Recently about 25,000 metric tons of lint cotton cover the needs of local textile industry 

while the volume of exports is between 220,000 to 260,000 metric tons each year. 

The major destinations of Greek cotton are Turkey and Egypt. Also the Far East markets as 

Indonesia, Pakistan, Japan and Vietnam. Smaller volumes of lint cotton are exported to 

other EU and Mediterranean countries as Italy, Bulgaria and Tunisia. 

 

 

GREEK COTTON’ S CHARACTERISTICS 

Greek cotton’s identity is composed by different parameters and each one of them 

contributes to its characteristics. So the question is how all these parameters could be 

connected with a brand name which automatically would give to the product a direct 

connection with the Greek origin.  

Trying to separate these parameters in groups we could keep in mind the following frame:  
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Group 1 

Production practices including: E.U. Directives and Regulations, and also recognized 

National quality schemes 

Group 2 

Quality characteristics of lint cotton  

Group 3 

Other essential trade parameters connected with Greek cotton such as Logistics 

 

1. Production practices  

� Cotton cultivation in Greece as well as any other crop cultivation is subject to the 

rules of the EU Common Agricultural Policy.  

- Farmers are obliged to implement sustainable production techniques in order to 

minimize the impact to the environment. More specifically that has to do with 

proper use of water, biodiversity, good agricultural condition of land, public 

health and protection of the farmers and the consumers. All these obligations at 

farm level result from cross-compliance standards and requirements according to 

EU Directives and Regulations. Cross-compliance should be considered as the first 

level of obligations for all farmers in the EU and is in force since CAP’s reform of 

2004.  

- A second level of rules comes from the frame of the new EU CAP which will be in 

force from 2015. The objective is the enhancement of environmental 

performance. This is the “greening” component of the EU system which provides 

for specific agricultural practices beneficial for the climate and the environment. 

Practices of this kind that have the form of annual actions that go beyond cross-

compliance, is crop diversification (which means that there shall be at least two 

different crops on the farmer’s arable land each year) and establishment of 

ecological focus areas. 

- Moreover cotton growers must meet some extra requirements as the use of land 

authorized by the State, the use of authorized varieties and cultivation of cotton 

under normal growing conditions from sowing until harvest as specified by the 

State. 
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� Additionally and apart from keeping the aforementioned EU obligations Greek cotton 

farmers participate on a voluntary basis in a certified quality national scheme called 

Agro-2 Standard. It is a type of Integrated Crop Management (ICM) scheme with 

special requirements for cotton crop production. The system covers all stages of 

cotton production from seed and sowing till harvesting and farmers who meet the 

requirements are given a certificate by independent control bodies.  The recent years 

up to 100,000 ha (over 35% of the total cotton area in Greece) had participated in this 

voluntary scheme. 

Conclusively Greek farmers cultivate cotton following certain rules and obligations 

according to the aforementioned EU and National rules. Cotton sector in Europe, in 

which Greece has the major role, has made the recent years a great effort to minimize 

the impact on the environment and to adopt sustainable production techniques. All 

these practices seem reasonable to be directly connected with Greek cotton’s brand 

name. 

 

2. Quality characteristics of Greek lint cotton 

Moving from the cultivation practices to the process of ginning we can focus on some points 

that are strongly connected with Greek lint cotton.  

More specifically Greek cotton is almost totally machine picked. Its quality parameters are 

high contributing positively to the process of spinning. Such parameters are length, strength 

and micronaire. The major part of lint production each year is of middling and SLM type.  

All these characteristics are the result of both the cultivation practices and the ginning 

process. 

So on one hand Greek farmers are very experienced. An extensive know-how in cotton 

cultivation has been developed through the years. A completely mechanized process covers 

all stages from sowing until harvest. 

On the other hand the ginning sector is also of high standards. Nowadays the large majority 

of ginning mills have modern and technologically updated equipment and ginners are 

expertised in their field. 

Modernized cultivation and ginning characterize the identity of Greek cotton. 
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3. Other trade parameters 

Greek cotton can also be connected with special elements that more or less affect its way to 

the markets. 

• The first one is the fact that mostly because of the climatic conditions Greek 

cotton is the first available on the whole North Hemisphere. Practically that 

means that it is ready to be exported and delivered to the spinning mills by 

late September or early October each year. 

• The second is that due to the E.Union’s and the National rules the cultivated 

varieties are non GMO. 

• The last element is the reliable logistics linked to the product which ensure 

fast and prompt deliveries to every destination according to contract terms. 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS-SUPPLEMENTARY ACTIONS 

- Persons involved in the cotton sector of Greece have the feeling that effective 

types of promotion could support a brand name for the product and urge the 

market to reward it. Also a more intensive cooperation with participants in world 

trade especially through International Cotton Organizations and Associations 

could be useful. Such a combination of actions could help Greek cotton to earn a 

name in the market and increase the interest for it. 

- Promotion in stores and day events in major cities in which the characteristics of 

Greek cotton would be emphasized are types of advertising that seem the most 

effective in this case. These activities will help towards the establishment of a 

national logo.  

- Greek Ministry of Rural Development and Food, in cooperation with the HCA of 

ginners and exporters and the farmers’ Unions, has pointed out to the EU some 

of its views about the subject in the frame of the modification of the European 

Commission Decision establishing the ecological criteria for awarding the EU 

ecolabel for textile products. Specifically it is proposed that government 

programs accepted for Integrated Crop Management schemes shall include the 

Greek Agro-2 standard among others as the USDA IPM Programme, the 

Australian Better Management Programme (BMP), the Better Cotton Initiative 

(BCI) and Cotton Made in Africa (CmiA). 
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- As an additional future action and on a voluntary basis the Greek Ministry of Rural 

Development and Food is planning Greek’s cotton classification by accredited 

cotton Institutes of the public sector in order to enhance its standard quality. 


