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Reading of the Final Statement of the 73rd Plenary Meeting 
The CHAIR called the Closing Plenary Session to order and began the meeting by asking the Executive 
Director to read the Final Statement of the 73rd Plenary Meeting, which is an integral part of these 
Proceedings. 
 
Closing Comments by Greece 
On behalf of the Greek Government, Mr P. Koukoulopoulos, Alternate Minister of Rural Development 
and Food, thanked all delegates, observers and representatives for their participation and their 
contribution to a successful plenary meeting. He stressed the importance of cotton for the economy of 
Greece, where interbranch organizations played an important role in the production and ginning of 
cotton with the full support of the government. During the 73rd Plenary Meeting aspects relative to all 
segments of the cotton value chain were discussed and through them interesting conclusions would 
come out. He noted that cotton faces big challenges all over the world and that cooperation among 
States will help in planning the right government policies. He concluded by expressing his appreciation 
to the Organizing Committee, the Executive Director and the staff of the ICAC for all their efforts to hold 
this special event in the historical city of Thessaloniki and bid farewell to all participants. 
 
Closing Comments by Other Delegates 
The delegates of AUSTRALIA, COLOMBIA, EGYPT, INDIA, PAKISTAN, TANZANIA, TURKEY and 
UZBEKISTAN thanked the Government of Greece for hosting the meeting and the Organizing 
Committee for its outstanding work. They praised the beautiful city of Thessaloniki and the warm 
hospitality of the Greek people. Delegates also highlighted the contributions of the Executive Director 
and the Secretariat to putting together an interesting program and making the meeting a success. In his 
remarks, the delegate of UZBEKISTAN noted the importance of instrument testing of cotton to promote 
a level playing field in commercial transactions and suggested that the next Plenary Meeting include a 
session on topics related to ginning. Delegates stressed the importance of the ICAC as a forum for 
exchanging and disseminating information about cotton. 
 
Closing Comments by the Chair 
The CHAIR congratulated all those involved for making the meeting a great success. He noted that the 
word that best summed up the week’s works was “sustainability” in all its forms, whether environmental, 
social or economic. The world cotton sector faced many challenges, but ICAC members came away 
from this meeting better equipped to face the future. 
 
The CHAIR declared the meeting adjourned at 12:15 hrs. 
 


