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The CHAIR of the Organizing Committee Ms. Ioulia Drossinou, Head of Department, Ministry of Rural 

Development & Food (Greece) presented welcoming remarks to the 73rd Plenary Meeting of the ICAC. She noted 

that Greece was a member of the ICAC since 1947 and had hosted the 27th Plenary Meeting in Athens in 1968. 

She highlighted economic importance of cotton as one of the “flagship” agricultural products in Greece, with 

production, yield and exports among the highest in the world. Ms. Drossinou observed that global cotton 

production and industry are facing uncertain times with unpredictable price swings, changes in supply and 

demand and coming technological breakthroughs. She said that this Plenary Meeting was a good opportunity to 

discuss issues of mutual interest of all participants in the cotton value chain and to generate ideas, concepts and 

promote future collaboration. She noted that the theme of this meeting and its agenda are comprehensive and 

cover a wide variety of topics for discussion. The coming discussion should provide a meaningful input and could 

contribute towards building strategic global partnerships. She thanked the ICAC and Mr. José Sette, the Executive 

Director for the opportunity to host the 73rd Plenary Meeting in Thessaloniki and hoped that the participants would 

enjoy the magnificent city, one of the greatest cities of the Balkans, its history, beauty and charm. Ms. Drossinou 

welcomed all participants and wished an enriching and inspiring conference ahead. 

 

Mr. Giorgos Karasmanis, Minister of Rural Development & Food presented inaugural remarks. On behalf of the 

Government of Greece he welcomed all participants to Greece and highlighted the importance of cotton to the 

economy of Greece and the European Union (EU). He noted that Greece is the largest cotton producer and 

exporter in the EU with 55,000 production units, dozens of ginning mills and other enterprises that support 

creation of significant opportunities for employment. Mr. Karasmanis described the challenges faced by cotton 

industry, including strong competition from chemical fibers, price volatility, transportation and technological 

advancement issues and other critical issues. He noted that the theme of this Plenary Meeting “From Land to 

Brand: Strengthening the Cotton Value Chain” was very appropriate in addressing these challenges and that the 

themes of the sessions covered important matters such as promotion of cotton use, improvement of cotton 

productivity and efficiency, sustainable production practices and others. He wished for a very fruitful discussion. 

He welcomed participants to historical Thessaloniki and wished them to learn more about modern Greece. He 

expressed his hope for a very successful Plenary Meeting. 

 

Mr. Mário Rodriguez of Colombia, host of the 72nd Plenary Meeting, welcomed delegates to the 73rd Plenary 
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Meeting on behalf of the Government of Colombia. He noted that the 72nd Plenary Meeting in Cartagena became 

an important event for the government, producers and textile industry in support of production, employment and 

regional development. He thanked the Government of Greece and the organizing committee for an opportunity to 

hold a meeting in a country with such great historical heritage. He noted that democracy, philosophy and the 

Olympic games remind us of the role Greece played in forming Western civilization. He thanked the people of 

Thessaloniki for the opportunity to know the city and for their hospitality. The comprehensive agenda of this 

meeting was important to producers and consumers of cotton and would provide answers to issues of relevance 

to the future of the cotton value chain, and the discussions should serve to strengthen it. He expressed his 

confidence that the deliberations and conclusions would help the ICAC to find solutions for problems faced by 

producers and consumers. He noted that transparency in trading should help to reduce price volatility. He thanked 

the Secretariat and Mr. José Sette, the Executive Director, for their dedication, which should guarantee the 

success of this plenary. He wished success to Mr. Sette in his work for the benefit of cotton and to the delegates 

in their deliberations. 

 

Invitation from India, Host of the 74rd Plenary Meeting 

Mr. Subrata Gupta, Jute Commissioner, Ministry of Textiles, India, on behalf of the Textile Commissioner and the 

Government of India, invited ICAC to hold the 74th Plenary Meeting in Mumbai during November 2015. He pointed 

to the significance of the fact that India’s production during the current season is expected to reach a record of 40 

million bales. He said that India would provide a forum where the representatives of the cotton value chain would 

put forth their respective viewpoints on the emerging global market. Mr. Gupta noted that, on the cultural side, 

India offered its visitors its great civilization, rich culture, history and heritage. India presented its unique and 

striking feature of “Unity in Diversity” in all spheres of activities. India is also bestowed with eye-catching scenic 

beauty in every part of the country: the snow-capped mountains in Kashmir, the lush green fields of the Gangetic 

Plains, Taj Mahal, the Symbol of love, the fortress & places of Rajasthan, the Ajanta & Ellora caves, the 

architecture-laden temples of the South and the rich flora and fauna of the North-East. He expressed his hope that 

the delegates would be able to attend the 74th Plenary Meeting of the ICAC to share opinions and experiences of 

the ever-changing world of cotton and textiles. India looked forward to welcoming participants in Mumbai in 

November of 2015. 

 
The CHAIR introduced Dr. Chris Parker of Australia, Chair of the Standing Committee, to present his report. 
 
Dr. Parker reported that the most important task facing the Standing Committee since the 72nd Plenary Meeting in 

Cartagena had been the consideration of the terms of entry of the European Union (EU) in the ICAC. Three 

fundamental issues had been raised by ICAC members during their consideration of EU membership: the 

competence of the EU to represent its members in non-trade related matters dealt with by the ICAC; the strong 

concerns of ICAC members regarding the impact of EU membership on their assessments; and the 

representation of the EU in ICAC bodies, particularly the Private Sector Advisory Panel, in addition to the need for 

the Rules and Regulations to be amended in a manner that would allow, in appropriate cases, for the accession of 

other intergovernmental organizations to the ICAC. Negotiations were proceeding and he assured that the 
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Standing Committee would soon be able to take an informed decision on possible ways forward and that all 

unresolved questions could be settled in a mutually satisfactory manner. He expected the EU to be seated soon 

among ICAC members. 

 

Dr. Parker reported that the Standing Committee had repeatedly stressed its concern with late payment of 

assessments by some ICAC member countries. He urged all member Governments to comply with their 

obligations in a timely manner. He reported that Standing Committee was kept abreast of changes in the world 

cotton demand and supply situation through regular briefings received from the Secretariat. In addition, the 

Standing Committee received the annual report of the Secretariat on government support measures in cotton. He 

noted that the information on government measures compiled by the Secretariat was an important reference and 

highly valued by ICAC members. Dr. Parker said that during the past year the Standing Committee had approved 

the budget and the agenda of the 73rd plenary meeting. He said that the Standing Committee members also 

welcomed the inputs provided by the various advisory bodies of the ICAC, such as the Expert Panel on Social, 

Environmental and Economic Performance of Cotton Production (SEEP), the Task Force on Cotton Identity 

Programs (TFCIP), The Task Force on Commercial Standardization of Instrument Testing of Cotton (CSITC), the 

Private Sector Advisory Panel (PSAP), and thanked all the members of these advisory bodies. 

 

Dr. Parker reported that the 529th Meeting of the Standing Committee unanimously endorsed the nominations of 

Ms. Wei-jiun Liao, of Taiwan, as Chair, Mr. Tomasz Sowa, of Poland, as First Vice Chair and Ms. Reenat Snadhu, 

of India, as Second Vice Chair of the Standing Committee for the next year. All three nominees had demonstrated 

interest in the work of the ICAC through frequent participation in the work of the Standing Committee. 

 

Dr. Parker expressed his sincere appreciation to Standing Committee members in Washington for their hard work, 

professionalism and dedication to the ICAC during the past year. He also thanked the ICAC staff for their excellent 

work, in particular Dr. Terry Townsend, who had stepped down from the post of Executive Director in December 

2013 and whose exemplary leadership since 1999 enabled the ICAC to maintain its relevance in a fast-changing 

world. Dr. Parker commended the choice of Mr. José Sette as the sixth Executive Director in the history of the 

ICAC, and was confident that he was a worthy successor to Dr. Townsend. Dr. Parker expressed his profound 

gratitude to the Government of Greece and the Organizing Committee for the excellent arrangements made for 

the 73rd Plenary Meeting. 

 

Recognition of the ICAC Researcher of the Year, Dr. Mehboob-ur-Rahman 

The Secretary General said that ICAC started recognizing and honoring a cotton researcher in 2009 and that he 

was glad to present the 2014 ICAC Researcher of the Year, Dr. Mehboob-ur-Rahman, from Pakistan. Dr. 

Mehboob-ur-Rahman was Group Leader of the Plant Genomics and Molecular Breeding Lab at the National 

Institute for Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering, Faisalabad, Pakistan. Dr. Mehboob was a molecular breeder 

and has been involved in basic as well as applied research on cotton for many years. Dr. Mehboob and his team 

have been active partners in mapping and sequencing of the cotton D-genome. In addition to local and 
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international registration of germplasm, Dr. Mehboob had developed a number of cotton varieties that directly 

benefitted cotton growers in Pakistan. As a result of his contributions to the cotton sector, the Government of 

Pakistan awarded him a ‘Gold Medal in 2009.’ The Third World Academy of Sciences honored him by an Award in 

Applied Science-Technology in Agriculture in 2011. The Government of Pakistan bestowed him the Presidential 

Award for ‘Pride of Performance’ in 2012. Dr. Mehboob had made numerous publications, including 14 book 

chapters and 57 peer-reviewed articles.  

 

The Secretary General, on behalf of the member Governments of the ICAC, personally congratulated Dr. 

Mehboob on being the 2014 ICAC Researcher of the Year. He said that to him it was the greatest honor a cotton 

researcher could earn.  

 

Dr. Mehboob said that he was delighted to receive this prestigious award acknowledging his research. He said 

that he was also very thankful to his colleagues and to the government for their support. He said that the award 

was very important for young researchers by encouraging them to undertake research activities. 

 

The CHAIR introduced Mr. José Sette to give his report as Executive Director. 

 

The Executive Director said that the world cotton sector is going through a time of transition, with major impacts 

on how all those involved went about their business. Cotton faced many challenges, including communication with 

consumers, meeting the needs of spinners and producing cotton in a sustainable manner, while simultaneously 

improving the profitability of producers in a time of rising costs, stricter standards and stagnant yields. He noted 

that the most important factor in the international cotton market in recent years had been massive market 

intervention by the government of China, the world’s largest cotton producing and consuming country. He 

described consequences of this intervention including high cotton prices, reduced price volatility, excessive 

production as a result of artificially high prices and record stocks. The executive director noted that we have now 

entered a time of transition, as China has moved into a system of direct subsidies, while prices are falling. He 

urged to resist the temptation for more widespread market intervention to defend prices to growers. He noted that 

the ICAC’s annual report on “Production and Trade Policies Affecting the Cotton Industry” provides members with 

invaluable and objective information for evaluating the role of public assistance to the cotton sector and making 

informed policy decisions. 

 

The Executive Director reported that the most important unintended consequence of the recent period of artificial 

support for prices had been a decline in the competitiveness of cotton vis-à-vis other fibers. He highlighted the 

importance of expanding promotional efforts that build a positive image of cotton among consumers, and assured 

that ICAC would continue to work closely with the International Forum for Cotton Promotion (IFCP) to raise 

awareness among member governments about existing promotion initiatives, to collaborate with national 

associations and to encourage increased consumer demand for cotton through national cotton demand 

enhancement programs that could be implemented and replicated around the world. The Executive Director 
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expressed his appreciation for the work of Jeff Silberman of the United States, the Executive Director of the IFCP, 

and Mark Messura of the USA, its Chair. 

 

The Executive Director observed the stagnation of cotton yields during the recent decade and suggested that 

much could be accomplished by optimization of the input use, while new technologies are being developed. He 

noted that this issue is the focus of this year’s Technical Seminar and one of the highlights of the 73rd Plenary. 

The Executive Director described the ICAC activities in supporting cotton research and disseminating information 

on research, including the Research Associate Program, the Researcher of the Year Award, support for regional 

research groupings, the International Cotton Researchers Association (ICRA), and the World Cotton Research 

Conference. 

 

The Executive Director noted the growing awareness of the need for sustainable practices throughout agricultural 

value chains and described the activities of the Expert Panel on the Social Environmental and Economic 

Performance of Cotton Production (SEEP), which had been formed in 2006 with a primary objective to collect and 

review independent, science-based information on the negative and positive social, environmental and economic 

aspects of global cotton production, as well as to make recommendations for further action as appropriate to 

improve the performance of the cotton sector. He noted that the SEEP could serve as a central coordinator and 

clearinghouse of information on tests of the indicators of sustainability in different countries and thanked Allan 

Williams of Australia, Chair of SEEP, Francesca Mancini of the FAO, Vice Chair, and all members of SEEP who 

had contributed their time to this strenuous work. 

 

The Executive Director highlighted the importance of integrating the private sector in the work of the ICAC, and 

described activities of the Private Sector Advisory Panel (PSAP), including issues linked to “trade friction”, price 

volatility, contract sanctity and defaults. He pointed to the systemic risks involved and the role governments can 

play in enforcing arbitral awards. He noted that PSAP had proved instrumental in serving as a channel for 

communication of the concerns of the private sector and thanked all members of the PSAP for their contributions, 

especially Jorge Vartparonián of Argentina, Chair, and Shiou-Chung Chen of Taiwan, Vice Chair. The Executive 

Director also expressed his gratitude for the work of Neal Gillen of the United States, the ICAC representative to 

the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL). 

 

In addition, he described activities of the Task Force on Commercial Standardization of Instrument Testing of 

Cotton (CSITC) formed in 2003 and tasked with improving cotton testing around the world by conducting four 

Round Trials per year, with participating laboratories receiving detailed diagnostic reports. This program had been 

extremely successful, with more than eighty laboratories now participating on a regular basis. He thanked Mr. 

Andrew Macdonald of Brazil, Chair, and Mr. Zbigniew Roskwitalski of Poland, Rapporteur, who had served the 

CSITC since its creation in 2003, and the US Department of Agriculture and the Bremen Fiber Institute for their 

support of this important initiative. 
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The Executive Director described the activities of the Task Force on Cotton Identity Programs, which had been 

established in 2012 with the objective of providing information on: the goals of identity cotton production initiatives 

and their performance; the cost and benefits for participants; the challenges faced by each initiative; and how the 

initiatives are financed. The first report of the TFCIP had been issued last year and was an important first step in 

bringing together information on a variety of programs and the next report would be presented in the near future. 

He thanked all members of the Task Force, and especially to the leadership provided by Mark Messura, of the 

United States, Chair, and Denilson Galbero, of Brazil, Vice Chair. 

 

The Executive Director described the expanding mission of the ICAC through four core roles: serving as a forum 

for the development of policies and solutions to strengthen commodity value chains; enhancing the transparency 

of the market and enabling economic decisions to be taken on the basis of accurate and timely data; encouraging 

the development and dissemination of knowledge; and promoting sustainability. He noted the capacity of the 

ICAC to adapt to the changing needs of its membership and of the world cotton sector. He said that membership 

of the European Union in the ICAC presented numerous challenges, which would require patience on all sides so 

that an optimal solution could be devised that addressed the concerns raised by ICAC members regarding the 

implications of changes in the organization’s Rules and Regulations. The executive director expressed his 

confidence that a satisfactory outcome would be found and that EU membership would strengthen the ICAC. 

 

The executive director thanked all delegates to the Standing Committee, who had made his task during his first 

year as executive director easier by providing support and valuable inputs. He especially thanked Dr. Chris Parker 

of Australia, Chair of the Committee, who had displayed admirable neutrality, kept all its members focused and 

tirelessly sought to achieve consensus. He looked forward to working with the new Chair, Wei-jiun Liao of Taiwan, 

and all delegates in the future. The executive director said that it was the privilege to work with the highly qualified 

members of the ICAC Secretariat, who gave all the necessary support. It was a pleasure to work with such 

dedicated and talented professionals who are committed to furthering the organization’s objectives. He thanked 

Terry Townsend, who had given invaluable backing during the first months in the post. He expressed the 

Secretariat’s hope that the presentations and ensuing debates would give members the background information 

and tools to implement concrete measures for the benefit of the world cotton sector. 

 

Approval of the Agenda of the 73rd Plenary Meeting 

The CHAIR called for any comments on the agenda. There were no comments and the agenda was approved. 

The session was adjourned at 10:30 AM 


