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The CHAIR welcomed participants to Greece and hoped that delegates would 

enjoy their stay in Thessaloniki. She invited the first speaker Mr. Heinrich Schultz 

of Cotton South Africa to talk about the South African Sustainable Textile & 

Apparel Cluster. Mr. Schultz stated that in the last 10-14 years cotton supply and 

demand declined significantly in South Africa. At the end of 2012, all segments of 

the industry, including the government and consumer groups, came together and 

formed a partnership program to change the situation around. The South African 

Sustainable Textile & Apparel Cluster (SASTAC) had the primary mission of 

establishing a national industry inclusive body, developing shared national 

resources, conducting research & technology demonstration and providing an 

enabling environment for cluster members. SASTAC recognizes other initiatives 

including BCI and organic cotton. Various centers were established to protect 

interventions. The 5-year target is to build 15 integrated supply chains, create 

over 7,000 jobs, train almost 3,000 people and increase production by close to 

400%. Mr. Chris de Wet, colleague of Mr. Schultz, stated that integrated supply 

chain, traceability and sustainability are the key to the success of the program. 

He said that it is a difficult task to turn around the situation around but 

knowledge-sharing and proper management of information converting into a 

management tool would help the program to succeed.  
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The panelist Dr. Kostas Aggelakis from Greece welcomed participants and 

wished them a successful meeting. He remarked that declining consumption is a 

global issue and countries must work together through mutual exchange of 

information to reverse the trend.  

 

In answering to questions from the delegates of PAKISTAN and TANZANIA 

about the involvement of intermediaries from the seedcotton produced at the 

farm until it is ginned, Mr. Schultz replied that in South Africa either farmers or 

farmers’ coops own gins, so the question of intermediaries does not apply to 

South Africa. 

 

Ms. Maria Spentzou, of the Hellenic Agricultural Organization-Demeter, made a 

presentation on a System of Integrated Management In Cotton Crop Production 

In Greece with special reference to Standard AGRO 2-2/2. She stated that the 

basic target of the AGRO 2 in cotton is to produce a certified quality, protect the 

environment, guarantee correct information to the consumer and support the 

Greek producers. Ms. Spentzou enumerated the benefits of the program as 

improved function of agriculture business, assured implementation of the legal 

and good agricultural practices and traceability, lower production costs and 

added value. She presented data and stated that the Integrated Management 

System (IMS) had performed much better in cotton than in other crops in terms of 

area and number of growers. About 100,000 hectares of cotton produced by over 

14,000 producers was certified under IMS in 2013. The plan is to extend the IMS 

to the ginning process. 

 

Mr. Denilson Galbero of the Brazilian Cotton Growers Association presented a 

report on the Responsible Brazilian Cotton (ABR) program and described how 
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sustainability considerations have evolved in Brazilian cotton growing. The ABR 

program had been launched in 2012 and ran in parallel with the Better Cotton 

Initiative (BCI). ABR certification and BCI licensing are a three-step process; 

diagnosis of production units, correction of nonconformities and 

certification/licensing. Mr. Galbero stated that use of child labor and undignified 

treatment of labor has zero tolerance both in ABR and BCI, while other criteria 

require various levels of conformity. Each worker is assured formal employment, 

fair salary, additional payments under the law, weekly rest breaks, and paid 

vacations, in addition to housing and medical assistance. Internationally 

renowned independent companies verify compliance with the set criteria and 

then certify production units. Certification entitles production units to use ABR 

conformity seal on each bale. The certificate is only valid for the corresponding 

crop year. Brazil is working to unify protocols of the BCI and ABR so that a single 

verification permits the use of ABR certification and BCI licensing. In 2013/2014, 

the percentage of BCI licensed production was 92% of ABR-certified production. 

The percentage is expected to keep growing until all ABR-certified production 

units are BCI-licensed as well.  

 

The delegate of COLOMBIA congratulated the four speakers and remarked that 

each program has its own needs and requirements.  

 

The panelist Mr. Eduardo Roman, national coordinator in Colombia described the 

project National Programs of Responsible Cotton Production, implemented by the 

FAO in six countries in South America. The project was conducted under South-

South Trilateral Cooperation with financial support from Brazil. In this project, the 

Government of Brazil, together with the FAO and partner countries, will exchange 
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technology, technical and human resources, as well as share best practices 

developed in Brazil. The cotton sectors in project countries will produce cotton in 

a sustainable manner for the purpose of strengthening family farming in the 

region. Mr. Roman further stated that family farming is a key step toward 

improving food security. His full presentation is available online.  

 

Mr. Mark Messura presented his report as Chairman of the Task Force on Cotton 

Identity Programs. The Task Force was formed with the objectives of serving as 

a statistical observer of the identity programs, clearing house for technical 

information and forum for exchange of experiences on identity cotton programs. 

The Task Force focused on five programs, i.e. organic cotton, Cotton Made in 

Africa, Better Cotton Initiative, Fairtrade and Bayer e3. He described all five 

programs and observed that the information compiled by the Task Force had not 

been independently verified and people interested in the subject should contact 

individual programs for clarifications and additional information. Mr. Messura 

reported that about 1.1 million tons of cotton had been produced under the five 

identity programs in 2012/13. The three largest producers of identity cottons are 

Brazil, India and Pakistan. In Africa, significant producers are Zambia, Côte 

d’Ivoire and Zimbabwe. Mr. Messura observed that side-by-side comparison of 

identity cotton programs had limited value and that a definition of ‘Identity 

Cottons’ remained problematic. He thanked all members and stated his opinion 

that the Task Force had completed its assignment.  

 

The delegate of BRAZIL observed that it was the Brazilian delegation’s proposal 

to establish a Task Force on Identity Cotton Programs. He asked Mr. Messura if 

these initiatives supported or conflicted with cotton promotion. The challenge 

from synthetic fibers remained the biggest challenge. Mr. Messura agreed that it 
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was not the various identity programs but synthetic fibers that posed a real 

challenge for cotton. Worldwide promotion of cotton has to come together for 

cotton to compete more strongly with synthetic fibers. He repeated that the 

mission of the Task Force was complete.  

 

The delegate of the African Cotton Association stated that the nomenclature be 

used in the Cotton Made in Africa was incorrect. He said there were other, much 

bigger, producing countries in Africa that did not participate in the Cotton Made in 

Africa program. He proposed that labels should be more specific, which the Chair 

of the Task Force also supported.  

 

The delegate of USA stated that lot of work has been done in understanding 

identity cotton programs. His delegation also believed that the Task Force has 

completed its work. 

 

Mr. Allan Williams, Chair of the ICAC’s Social, Environmental and Economic 

Performance of Cotton (SEEP) presented the report “Measuring sustainability in 

cotton farming systems: Toward a guidance framework.” He stated that 

measuring progress in sustainability issues and indicators is an opportunity for 

the cotton industry to decide priorities for sustainability performance, show 

improvement and better meet market needs for cotton. The list of indicators is a 

starting point and not an absolute list for every production system. He reviewed 

how the relevance, feasibility and usefulness based scores helped to reduce the 

list of indicators to from 189 to 68. He repeated the proposals to form national 

level committees and pilot test the framework. Mr. Williams elaborated how the 

Australian cotton industry had selected 45 indicators, some additional indicators 
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on the frequency of collecting data was added later. Australia had prepared a 

sustainability report that would soon be made available to the public. The cotton 

industry needed to consider how it could best participate in these initiatives and 

decide on ways in which to assess the sustainability of cotton. Mr. Williams made 

a mention of ongoing and possible future projects that would use the 

sustainability framework indicators. He reported that the SEEP report had been 

extensively reviewed and was almost ready to be published. The report would be 

available to the public before the end of the year. As Chair of the SEEP, Mr. 

Williams thanked all members of the SEEP, the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, ICAC, the German development agency GIZ 

and the Australian Cotton Research and Development Corporation who he 

worked for, for their contributions and support in the work of the SEEP.  

 

The delegate of INDIA asked the Chair of the SEEP to elaborate on the sources 

of information fir identifying the indicators, as they are not comparable in the case 

of identity cottons. Mr. Williams replied that the SEEP went through extensive 

analysis of the sources of information, spent much time on making assessments 

and prioritizing criteria before agreeing to the listed criteria. He agreed that the 

criteria are also generally applicable to agriculture, leaving a lot of room for 

countries and programs to make their own adjustments.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 to be reconvened at 2:15 pm.  


