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The CHAIR opened the Fifth Open Session on Prerequisites for Textile Industry Growth: Improving 

Efficiency. He invited the first speaker Mr. Vasilios Dontas, of Selected Textilkes S.A. Mr. Dontas noted 

that cooperation and partnerships are necessary in order to support the national textile industry. The 

cotton value chain needs to work together to improve quality, ensure that fiber is free from 

contamination, provide the required infrastructure and create new spinning mills with high technology 

that would help lower costs of production and bring flexibility to production processes, thereby meeting 

the requirements of the market. Mr. Dontas concluded his intervention by mentioning that 

improvements in the textile sector can bring benefits to the local economy in countries with a high 

unemployment rate. 

The Chair commented that only 10% of the cotton produced in Greece is processed in the country. 

since linkages between the raw material and the clothing industry have been almost completely lost. 

The CHAIR invited Mr. Fred Kongongo, who is a regional economic development practitioner in Africa 

and cotton focal point for the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). His 

presentation focused on a joint initiative of that institution with the Economic Community of Central 

African States (EAC) and Monetary Union of West Africa (UEMOA). The regional approach to textile 

development is important because of the small size of the countries involved and the regional 

integration efforts. Africa contributes approximately 6% of the world production out of SSA, 0.77% of 

world consumption and 15% of world cotton exports. The major constraints facing the cotton industry 

are asymmetric development, environmental costs, and reduced incentives in value added distribution 

among actors and geographical areas. However, great opportunities existed, such as the rationalization 

of production, space, transformation, and economies of scale. Furthermore, production is rainfed and 

has a great impact in the social-economic environment. Mr. Kongongo highlighted that the textile 

industry in Africa still needs to address some challenges: hard infrastructure, secured business 

environment, and market access. His full presentation is available online. 
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The next speaker Mr. Giuseppe Gherzi, is a partner at the Foundation of Gherzi Wolak Engineering. He 

noted that world fiber consumption reached approximately 87 million tons in 2013. Short staple fibers 

accounted for 52% of the total consumption, while filament fibers accounted for 41%. Furthermore, the 

total textiles surfaces reached 84 million tons. Traditional textiles represented 72% of the total textiles 

surfaces. The total value of the market is estimated at approximately 1.5 billion dollars. There has been 

a huge shift in the textile industry in the last fifty years. The forecast for the production of textiles fibers 

in 2020 is that fiber consumption will improve to 101 million tons, short staple fibers will increase to 

around 51 million tons, and filament will rise to 44 million tons. The total value market is expected to 

increase to 1,800 billion dollars in the same period. The key factors in the success of the industrial 

processing of cotton and the attraction of foreign direct investment changed as one moved downstream 

along the supply chain. In the initial stages, such as spinning and weaving, low labor and energy costs 

were crucial. Government subsidies could also play a considerable role. At later stages in the supply 

chain, such as garmenting, low labor costs continued to be important but other factors, such as 

participation in free trade agreements, could be decisive. 

The CHAIR concluded the panel commenting that there are two ways to build up a chain, either by 

taking advantage of cheap competitive labor costs or attracting the conversion of the fibers. However, 

energy and transformation cost are important key to achieve competitiveness. 

 

The session was adjourned at 10:30 AM  


