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The Chair invited the delegate from Greece to open the session on country reports. 

The delegate of Greece stated that cotton covers 10% of agricultural land use in Greece, ranging between 
250,000 to 300,000 ha a season and that more than 50,000 people are involved in cotton farming. Only two 
countries in the European Union (EU) produce cotton and Greece accounts for 80% of EU production. Greece 
obtains high yields due to its mostly alluvial soil and the fact that most cotton is irrigated, with less than 5% under 
dryland conditions. Harvesting was now almost fully mechanized. In 2012/13, cotton production decreased due to 
the emergence of the cotton bollworm as a major problem, but the rapid application of counteractive measures 
and implementation of sustainable farming techniques had led production to improve in the last two seasons. 
Seventy ginning mills operated in Greece 2013/14 and cotton covered an area of 248,000 ha, resulting in seed 
cotton production of 852,000 tons and lint production of 296,000 tons. While area had decreased in 2013/14, 
production was up due to improved yields and the quality was exceptionally good as harvesting was completed 
before the autumn rains. In 2014/15, area is estimated at 275,000 ha and, assuming an average yield, the new 
crop is likely to be between 270,000 to 280,000 tons. 
  
The delegate from Côte d’Ivoire explained that a law from 2013 established rules for cotton and cashew trade, 
which are two pilot crops for new regulation, and that management of the cotton value chain was awarded to the 
cashew/cotton council, which is a public-private organization. Cotton generated 7% of export revenue and nearly 
2% of national GDP. There were 110,000 producers in 2013/14 cultivating cotton on an area around 355,000 
hectares and producing around 400,000 tons of cotton, making it the 3rd largest in the CFA zone. The goals for the 
near future are to reach 450,000 tons of production, guarantee income to producers, increase value addition, 
ensure protection of the environment and achieve good governance. A new system for supplying producers with 
inputs in organization with six local cotton companies had been recently introduced and cotton quality would be 
guaranteed through its single classification center. The improvement of yields is the biggest concern as current 
yields remain much below the potential of the varieties used and a study on the feasibility of biotech cotton was 
under way. Farmers’ incomes were affected by both price volatility and the high cost of inputs, which can reach up 
to 50% of a farmer’s gross income. In this regard, Côte d’Ivoire wanted to define a new price mechanism in 
conjunction with a support fund to assist farmers when prices fall. 
 
The delegate of Italy noted that his country currently held the presidency of the European Union and, with this in 
mind, he would discuss the EU membership. Given the combined production, trade and consumption of cotton of 
EU members, EU membership in ICAC would be greatly beneficial to the ICAC. The EU was one of the biggest 
providers of development aid. The delegate reviewed the progress of the EU’s potential membership in ICAC 
since its initial formal submission last September, including its latest proposal that takes into account the concerns 
raised by some members of ICAC and noted that EU members are confident that the accession of the EU can be 
concluded quickly. 
 
The delegate from Mali stated that the CMDT (Textile Development Company of Mali) is 40 years old this year 
though cotton has been produced for many more years in Mali. Cotton accounted for around 15% of GDP with 
area reaching over 560,000 hectares and seedcotton production 600,000 tons, making it the second largest 
producer in Francophone Africa. The delegate noted that Mali faced similar issues to Côte d’Ivoire, such as low 
yields, the need for quality improvement, and the need to ensure better processing of cotton in country since 98% 
of cotton is exported. The delegate stated that there has been some progress in terms of yield and that 
international cotton traders had noted an improvement in quality. Price volatility remains an obstacle to promoting 
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cotton and for Mali, a landlocked nation, access to ports, and taxes and other fees required to reach and access 
ports is also an issue. The delegate asked that ICAC support Mali in seeing how African cotton could have its own 
basis for pricing rather than Cotlook A and is concerned that the cotton identity programs are more problematic 
than helpful. 
 
The delegate from South Africa noted that cotton was one of the few sectors with the ability to expand into 
underutilized areas to which it is better suited than other crops and the government would provide support to 
increase output and the supply of inputs as well as for the spinning and ginning sectors. The delegate noted that 
South African producer organizations had initiated a process to establish a national cotton cluster, which had been 
the subject of a presentation in the first open session, and the government had approved a 5-year plan for the 
cluster that included financial backing for the initiatives. The cluster would encompass all sectors of the value 
chain and provide fully traceable cotton. The delegate stated that plan focused on research and technical 
demonstrations, establishing and managing shared national resources, incubating small-scale enterprises to 
increase employment and achieving best practices in comparison with world benchmarks. 
 
The delegate from Pakistan stated that cotton is a major cash crop and that Pakistan is the 4th largest producer of 
cotton and 2nd largest cotton yarn exporter. Around 2.1 million tons of cotton are produced in a season, which is 
almost entirely used by its textile chain, from ginning and spinning to textiles and apparel. An entire value chain is 
involved with and depends on cotton, while Pakistan also imports longer staple fibers to meet domestic demand. 
The delegate explained that the leaf curl virus is an ongoing problem in Pakistan that has started to spread to 
nearby countries and remains difficult to address since new resistant strains appear almost as soon as antidotes 
were developed. The delegate acknowledged the work of the PCCC, which provides timely statistical information 
and also trains farmers on good agronomic practices such as treating the bollworm. Future policy initiatives 
include germplasm improvement through the development of hybrid cotton and a program for implanting cotton in 
rainfed areas since most cotton is currently produced in irrigated areas. The delegate also stated that Pakistan 
would continue to remain involved with BCI.  
 
The delegate of Sudan stated that cotton is one of its main crops, providing income to more than 300,000 families, 
and the country’s main source of foreign exchange earnings. The Executive Program for Agricultural Revival, 
issued by the government of Sudan in April 2008, gave greater support to the private sector to invest in 
agricultural activities, and private sector companies, led by the Sudan Cotton Company Limited, had been 
responsible for financing and managing cotton production during the last season. The delegate explained that 
several agricultural policies were adopted for the 2014/15 season, including benefits for investment in export-
oriented agricultural activities, modernization of agricultural systems like irrigation, agricultural institutional reform, 
and prioritizing financing for export-oriented agricultural commodities. Cotton had a long history in Sudan, but 
production had deteriorated due to increasing global financial problems and also the sanctions imposed on 
Sudan, which caused people to seek employment elsewhere and social unrest. The delegate called for 
reconsideration of the sanctions imposed on Sudan, which had a significant negative impact on livelihoods. 
Alleviation of these sanctions would allow people to return to cotton production. 
 
The delegate from Egypt noted that his country was one of the founding members of the ICAC and appreciated 
ICAC’s role in the cotton industry. Five million people work in the cotton value chain in Egypt. In 2013/14, 100,000 
tons of lint were produced on an area of 220,000 hectares, while in 2014/15, cotton production is expected to 
reach 150,000 tons due to high prices received by producers in 2013/14. The delegate explained there are 
several challenges for its cotton industry including: (1) the high cost of cotton production, (2) the competitiveness 
of alternative crops, (3) the low returns received by cotton farmers, (4) the price competitiveness of man-made 
fibers, and (5) the high cost of scientific research to produce new varieties. The delegate noted that it was 
implementing a new national campaign to promote the development of value-added activities like spinning and 
weaving, and apparel. The delegate also stated that a fund for support of the industry needed to be established. 
 
The delegate from Mozambique stated that cotton is an important crop for their economy, providing employment 
and hard currency from exports. Cotton ensures cash income for 1.5 million rural citizens in Mozambique and also 
enhances food security. Much like other producing countries, the cotton industry is influenced by national policy, 
weather, and the international market. Mozambique currently produces around 35,000 to 40,000 tons of lint 
cotton, which is below its peak production years and in 2014/15, 35,000 tons of cotton are expected to be 
produced. Cotton faces challenges throughout the value chain at both the local and global level and there is a 
strong need for cross-border cooperation. The delegate looks forward to learning from other delegates and 
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considers the exchange of germplasm a good starting point for wider cooperation between countries. ICAC should 
encourage such cooperation between countries and include this sentiment into final statement. The delegate 
concluded by inviting ICAC to hold the 2017 plenary meeting in Mozambique. 
 
The delegate from Poland stated that the overall theme this year was very appropriate because it provides a 
unique opportunity to discuss a wide variety of issues. Poland had always supported ICAC activities that promote 
cooperation along the value chain, but as a consumer of cotton it naturally focused on demand promotion. Cotton 
is a natural fiber that is completely sustainable and should be more strongly promoted as such. Although a great 
part of cotton consumption has moved to Asia, consumption in Poland has recovered partially. The delegate 
stated that Poland looked forward to the EU membership in ICAC. 
 
The delegate from Chad stated that cotton is very important since it has been a motor for socio-economic 
development for more than 75 years, affecting more than 25% of the population. Cotton contributes considerably 
to GDP and exports, enhances food security and helps the government, which is supportive of the industry. 
Unfortunately, production dropped from 273,000 tons of seedcotton to 213,000 tons. Because of this reduction in 
production and the price volatility in the international market, difficulties have arisen, so the government decided to 
restructure the cotton value chain and created the new Cotton Chad Company. This entity has had limited 
success in jump-starting production so far, but has a goal of reaching 300,000 tons of seedcotton by 2017/18. As 
a long-standing member of the ICAC, Chad looks forward to hearing from other countries, particularly in the 
technical seminar, on how to improve productivity, and how to support its entire value chain. 
 
The delegate from Turkey noted that favorable climatic and geographic conditions allow Turkey to have a strong 
agricultural sector that accounts for around 10% of its GDP. Even though Turkey is moving to a more 
industrialized/service sector based economy, agriculture still plays a very important role. The clothing and textile 
sector has been growing with cotton as an important component but the decline in production in recent years has 
necessitated large imports of cotton, making it the third largest importer despite strong production. One important 
issue that was mentioned last year is that man-made fibers provide strong competition and push down cotton’s 
market share. The delegate maintained that man-made fibers will continue to grow and improve, so the cotton 
sector needs to promote itself more aggressively, to develop more technical cotton fibers, and to create more 
awareness among consumers of its better quality and healthiness compared to synthetic fibers. Fair and free 
trade is also important because protectionism hurts not only the national economies but also individuals within 
these countries. 
 
The delegate from Tanzania stated that cotton is a strategic crop and one of top five traditional crops following 
tobacco, coffee, cashew and tea. Value addition and low productivity are key challenges in Tanzania. While the 
area under cotton cultivation is around 400,000 hectares, yields were low in 2012/13 resulting in low returns to 
farmers of around 46 US cts/lb. Seedcotton production reached 246,000 tons in 2012/13, but declined to 204,000 
tons in 2013/14 due to low value addition with much of the cotton exported to Asia. The Tanzanian government 
needs to educate farmers on agronomy, introduce cotton seed varieties with better ginning qualities, implement 
contract farming, and provide a legal system to support the cotton industry. The delegate invited foreign and local 
investment to the cotton sector in Tanzania and noted that production was likely to fall in the upcoming season 
due to the current low price levels. 
 
The delegate from Kenya stated that some functions of agriculture have moved from central to subnational 
institutions and thus, the regulatory framework has been revised to reform and streamline institutions that provide 
extension services and training to farmers. The Kenyan Cotton Development Authority merged with Sisal Board of 
Kenya to form the Fibre Crop Directorate in the Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Authority. This revised framework 
would provide for growth of crops including cotton and enhanced government support. There is considerable effort 
to increase irrigation systems that will also cover cotton and the government has implemented a number of 
initiatives that will benefit cotton, including programs for price risk management. 
 
The delegate from Taiwan noted that his country depends on imports for all of its cotton needs, importing 226,000 
tons in 2012 and 294,000 tons in 2013. The United States was its largest supplier of cotton lint, followed by Brazil 
and India. In 2013, yarn exports fell by 1.5% to 136,000 tons, but the value of these exports remained stable. 
Taiwan’s strategy for 2020 included the goal to increase the value of cotton yarn and textile production to US$30 
billion through structural adjustments and active promotion of trade agreements with partners.  
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The delegate from Zambia stated that there are 11 ginning companies in Zambia that contract with over 300,000 
small-scale farmers who farm around 1-1.8 hectares. In 2013/14, lint production declined 4% from the previous 
season to 40,000 tons due to unfavorable growing conditions and side-selling. One issue observed by the 
government is that cotton prices are often low at the start of the marketing season when the farmers who produce 
in large volumes with better cotton bring their cotton to market. However, prices rise later in the season when 
farmers with smaller volumes but lower quality cotton commercialize their product. The delegate stated that 
competition from other crops and low productivity (average yield around 100-250 kg/ha) are other challenges. Low 
productivity in the cotton sector is caused by slow adoption of new agronomic practices, soil infertility and less 
than optimal use of inputs. Due to the previous government’s policies almost all lint cotton is exported, but the 
current government is trying to attract more investment and increase value-added processing in country. While 
there is a law allowing biotech cotton and farmers are eager to use it because of their awareness of the results 
achieved in South Africa and Burkina Faso, the government has not yet approved trials. The delegate also noted 
that to meet these challenges, Zambia was active in regional groups, was working on harmonizing production 
methods through extension agents and reducing contamination of cotton. 
  
The delegate from the United States noted that the cotton harvest was fully underway with production expected to 
reach 16.3 million bales, an increase of 20% from last season, though below the volume achieved 2 seasons ago. 
The delegate stated that U.S. agricultural policy has changed significantly since the last plenary meeting with the 
introduction of its new farm bill, covering 2014-2018. The new Farm Bill eliminated direct and countercyclical 
payments and introduced two new safety net programs. Cotton was not eligible for these new programs, but 
instead would be covered by an income loss program (STAX) limited to upland cotton. The delegate noted that 
STAX would cover 20% of revenue loss while other traditional revenue insurance programs would also be 
operational and be implemented in 2015. The delegate emphasized the importance of promoting cotton and 
improving its market share. 
 
The delegate of Australia stated that cotton is one of the most important economic activities for many regional 
communities. While Australian production represents only 3% of world production, nearly 99% of its production is 
exported, making it the world’s fourth largest exporter with Asia as a major destination. Water availability, 
profitability, demand, and climate variability were key challenges for the cotton industry. Because cotton is 
competing in a changing and intense global environment there are three key issues to be addressed in order to 
remain competitive. Profitability was one key issue due to declining terms for trade and increasing competition 
from synthetic fibers. Although the emergence of textile standards for responsible production could help promote 
cotton use, these initiatives also ran the risk of becoming non-tariff trade barriers, especially in comparison to 
synthetic fibers. The final issue was the need for the industry in all nations to work together and not compete 
against each other in order to remain competitive. The delegate concluded that ICAC has a key role in all three 
issues and should take leadership, gather information and analyze the information. 
  
The delegate from Korea noted that many significant issues related to cotton production were raised during the 
first open sessions, including sustainability. While Korea does not produce any cotton, these issues remain 
important to Korea since it relies on imports from producing countries. The delegate noted that in 2013, Korea 
imported 300,000 tons, which is a 30% increase since 2010, but recently the yarn industry has suffered greatly 
due to falling cotton yarn prices. The delegate stated that it was important to encourage consumption of cotton 
yarn and textile and was willing to work with ICAC members to increase demand. 
 
The delegate from India stated that cotton production and consumption has increased significantly from 2002/03 
to 2013/14, with production expected to exceed 6.8 million tons due to increased area and yield. Demand from 
overseas improved greatly in recent years and its textile industry provides not only finished goods but significant 
industrial production and export earnings. The textile industry is the second largest employer after agriculture and 
cotton exerts a strong influence, since 59% of textile consumption comes from cotton. India noted that has the 
largest area under cotton cultivation, of which 38% is irrigated. The cultivation of biotech cotton has been 
continuously increasing and covers about 92.5% of cotton production. The delegate noted that cotton spinning 
and processing has grown due to the increased demand for finished goods. India would be sticking to a free trade 
policy for imports and exports and expects exports in 2014/15 to exceed those in the previous season, while 
imports will be limited mostly to extra-long staple cotton. India has introduced several initiatives such as creating 
its own hybrid varieties of cotton, organizing workshops to motivate farmers to follow best practices such as high 
density planting, and implementing intercropping systems (cotton with pulses) which improves soil fertility, makes 
better use of inputs and also increases income per area. The government was also trying to encourage more 
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production of colored cotton. 
 
The delegate from Zimbabwe noted that cotton is a strategic crop that contributes up to 92% of agricultural export 
earnings, is produced under dryland conditions, often in marginal lands, and supports 600,000 people across the 
value chain. The delegate also noted that cotton addresses food security, since up to 50% of cooking oil comes 
from cottonseed and it is used to feed livestock. Over 98% of cotton production is financed by contractors and in 
2013/14, 12 ginners were registered as contractors. All cotton buyers must obtain licenses annually for ginning 
and marketing in order to have orderly and fair marketing and to prevent side-selling. All contractors must also 
sign contracts with individual farmers that are entered into a central database, which is used to prevent farmers 
from registering with multiple contractors and also to aid in distributing inputs fairly to farmers. Average seedcotton 
production has been around 250,000 tons, but declined in the last two years due to climatic challenges. The 
cotton industry in Zimbabwe faced several challenges, including the need to improve agronomic practices, 
vulnerability to the weather, the limited extension services provided by private sector contractors and the high cost 
of inputs. Due to high borrowing rates, especially compared to developing countries, financing of cotton was very 
difficult. The government of Zimbabwe was unable to provide financial support to growers when prices declined, 
as had occurred in this season, and investment from other sources was hard to obtain due to the perceived high 
risks. Despite this the government was trying to revive the cotton industry as a source of economic growth through 
its blueprint for socio-economic growth by maximizing value addition and capacity-building through training and 
extension services. Given the high literacy levels in Zimbabwe, training should be very successful and thus, 
Zimbabwe is good country in which to invest and for which to provide development funding. 
 
The delegate from Brazil noted that it has been a net exporter for several years with its main markets for exports 
in Asia. The federal government does not hold any stock and, thus, any production surplus needs to be exported. 
Given the low prices this season, planted area is likely to decrease by 10%, reaching only 1 million ha but 
production will only be reduced by 7% due to high yields. Brazil is very concerned with the potential liquidation of 
China’s large stock of cotton lint as it will have a significant impact on cotton farmers’ livelihoods. The delegate 
stated that no effort should be spared in promoting cotton demand given the competitive fiber market. 
  
The delegate of Uganda stated that cotton contributes directly and indirectly to the livelihoods of 2.5 million 
people, and is primarily grown by smallholders who are aided by the Cotton Development Organization and the 
Uganda Ginners and Cotton Exporters’ Association. The delegate noted that the downward trend in international 
cotton prices will likely affect small-scale farmers’ enthusiasm given the options to grow other crops. The 
government of Uganda is addressing the issue of contamination and, like many countries in Africa, Uganda 
needed to add value to its current production in order for the cotton industry to remain sustainable. The delegate 
noted that with this in mind the theme of the current plenary is very timely and appropriate. It was important to put 
the idea of “land to brand” in practice in African countries, rather than primarily exporting their cotton crop, 
because value addition would provide the most support to farmers and make cotton more sustainable.  
 
The delegate from Colombia noted that the area under cotton increased slightly in 2013 due to farmers switching 
from other crops, such as rice and maize, and favorable weather, despite pest pressure and lack of financing for 
production. High production costs and limited government support are the two biggest challenges facing the 
cotton industry in Colombia, but demand is expected to recover with increased purchases of local fiber. Local 
demand was sufficient to increase production and there was also demand from Peru, but Colombia would need to 
improve productivity to meet the demand. The cotton sector still faces strong competition and suffers from 
contraband items. While Colombia’s trade balance for textiles and apparel was positive in 2010, it had become 
negative by 2013 due to the closing of several production lines such as ring spinning. The delegate stated that 
investments would need to be made to address the high cost of production and that a mechanism was necessary 
to support producers facing falling prices due to distortions introduced into the international market by government 
measures. 
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The delegate from the French Agricultural Research Centre for International Development (CIRAD), a French 
international research organization, noted that its focus was on developing the sustainable production of crops, 
particularly cotton, in tropical and subtropical regions. Four important points needed to be remembered: (1) cotton 
must be considered as one component within the entire agricultural sector; (2) creating new cotton seed varieties 
is critical in this time of climate change, but many countries have difficulty maintaining production of current 
varieties; (3) researchers needed to study more closely the role that women and children play in cotton 
production; and (4) greater optimization of the financial returns of cotton production is important to adapt cotton 
quality to its different usages. With these four points in mind a meeting was held in October 2014 to bring together 
representatives of national and regional bodies with stakeholders involved in cotton production, in order to create 
a list of priorities and pragmatic actions that would guide future projects aimed at strengthening cotton production. 
The delegate announced that the list was available on the website http://ur-aida.cirad.fr and was made available 
to the public so that anyone could implement it. 
 
The delegate from the African Cotton Association (ACA) stated that cotton was an engine of growth in Africa and 
that the ACA was a group open not only to the whole of Africa but also to stakeholders outside Africa. The ACA 
had initiated a strategic plan for 2011-2016 focusing on five areas: (1) protecting African cotton spinners; (2) 
improving production, yield and value of African cotton throughout the value chain; (3) contributing to the 
improvement of African cotton quality; (4) using ACA as platform for information dissemination; and (5) promoting 
African cotton. A charter for improving the quality of African cotton had been developed by all members of ACA 
and has become a binding document for producers and ginners to ensure reduction of contamination of cotton. 
The delegate emphasized that while there were rumors that the Ebola virus was possibly contaminating cotton, it 
was impossible for the Ebola virus to be transmitted through cotton.  
 
The delegate for the African Cotton and Textile Industries Federation (ACTIF), a regional trade board designed to 
promote trade and increase market access for the cotton and textile industries in Africa, noted that the entity has 
several strategic goals including: the promotion of African textile trade; expanding market access; and enhancing 
the involvement of the private sector in regional policy formation and implementation. Cotton production in Africa 
represented 5.4% of the world total in 2012/13, but 80% of cotton production was exported indicating that there 
was limited value addition across Africa. Sustainable cotton production has a growing impact on African cotton 
production with 16% of world exports of sustainable cotton coming from Africa, of which 24% is under the Cotton 
Made in Africa (CMiA) label. ACTIF recently entered an agreement with the Competitive African Cotton Initiative 
(COMPACI) and the Aid by Trade Foundation (ABTF) to increase productivity and strengthen textile production in 
the continent. The delegate discussed the development of a project under BCI, which enhances the whole cotton 
value chain from production through apparel. Later this month, an event called Origin Africa will be taking place in 
Kenya, which focused on changing perceptions and promoting Africa as a place to do business and source cotton. 
ACTIF was a champion for advocacy, noting that the African Growth and Opportunity Act, which allowed duty free 
access for apparel from Africa to the U.S. was set to expire in 2015 and that ACTIF was working to renew AGOA 
and expand it to include third-country fabrics. 
 
The delegate from the International Forum for Cotton Promotion (IFCP) noted that the that body does not engage 
in promotion activities directly but instead assists organizations involved in cotton demand enhancement to 
increase cotton’s market share and to act as a global clearing house for sharing promotional strategies. IFCP 
contributed to publications, moderating panels and participated in speaking engagements in heighten cotton’s 
demand profile. The delegate noted that participation in the Fashion Institute of Technology Summer Institute’s 
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inaugural event, “Sustainability in Fashion and Textiles” had been an important action, since the panel was 
comprised of cotton organizations and chemical fiber companies. IFCP had expanded its program of cataloging 
negative ads to track negative information on the web and passing the accusations to reputable scientists for 
accuracy checks. The low prices of cotton this season constituted an opportunity to regain market share from 
competing fibers after losing market share during the price spike but a need existed to aggressively promote 
cotton. The delegate concluded that IFCP treats cotton as a global brand competing not with other types of cotton, 
but with man-made fibers, and is focusing on early education since those in school now are the future consumers 
and developers of cotton products. 
 
The delegate from the World Trade Organization (WTO) thanked the ICAC for providing information on cotton 
production and trade trends that are of great interest to WTO members. She would be addressing the issue of 
cotton in the Doha Development Agenda of the WTO in the Fourth Open Session, but noted that implementation 
work has been ongoing since the Bali ministerial in December 2013. The delegate maintained that cotton was 
integral part of the Doha Development Agenda and a priority for WTO members who have agreed to treat it 
ambitiously and expeditiously within the overall negotiations on agriculture. The delegate stated that the second 
annual discussions, as mandated by the Bali Ministerial round, will take place later in November and will focus on 
enhancing transparency and monitoring in relation to trade aspects of the cotton industry with regard to market 
access, domestic support and export competition. The delegate expressed the WTO’s desire for the Statement of 
the 73rd Plenary to include support for a rapid, ambitious and successful conclusion to the Doha Round. 
 
The delegate from the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO) noted that FAO has a 
number of cotton-specific projects with investment in regional and national initiatives with a value that exceeds 
US$35 million. The delegate stated that the FAO’s work focuses on the promotion of sustainable production of 
cotton through integrated production and pest management and the provision of statistics and analysis. Several 
projects were being conducted in Africa, such as one in Benin that deals with proper disposal of old stocks of 
pesticide and reducing Benin’s reliance on chemicals for cotton production. The delegate also touched upon the 
South-South cooperation project in South America and the Caribbean that was discussed in the First Open 
Session where six countries are receiving technical assistance and training for cotton cultivation and marketing. 
The delegate also discussed the involvement of the FAO in the SEEP report and noted that many of the indicators 
therein can also be used with other crops, so that agriculture as a whole can be made more sustainable and be 
better integrated into government policies. Several countries were involved in a pilot implementation of the SEEP 
indicators and any countries that wished to join the pilot program in 2015 should notify FAO or ICAC directly. 
 
The delegate from the International Cotton Association (ICA) stated that the purpose of the ICA is to provide 
trading rules for cotton and a mechanism for dispute settlement. The delegate noted that, since the spike in prices 
in 2010/11, the number of arbitrations has fallen and, despite the fall in cotton prices this year, arbitrations are 
now at the same level as before the financial crisis in 2008. The delegate emphasized that members should not 
be complacent because contract defaults are still occurring and the average arbitration award has been around 
US$1.2 million since 2010. While awards and the default list are helpful tools, the ICA also recently introduced a 
mediation process to help smooth relations between parties involved in arbitration and to find ways to satisfy both 
parties. The delegate also noted that ICA’s main focus is on the enforcement of arbitral awards in order for the 
arbitration process to have an impact, but that non-compliance often results from a lack of understanding of the 
rules and a lack of training on the part of judges. The ICA is now working with countries that have problems and 
finds that governments have a key role to ensure contract sanctity. It is important for governments to be involved 
since contract defaults can impact a country’s entire cotton industry and its reputation in the international 
community.  
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