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9:00 hr. Friday, November 7, 2014 
Dr. Chris Parker, Chair of Standing Committee, in the Chair 
 
The CHAIR called the Steering Committee Meeting to order and asked if there were comments or 
suggestions to the preliminary agenda of the meeting. Seeing none, the Chair found that the agenda 
was approved. 
 
Election of the Standing Committee Officers, Working Paper I 
The CHAIR introduced Working Paper 1, which contained the recommendations of the Nominating 
Committee for nominations to the Standing Committee. 
 
The Rules and Regulations specify that, when practicable, the First Vice Chair will be nominated to 
succeed the outgoing Chair and the Second Vice Chair nominated to succeed the First Vice Chair. The 
current First Vice Chair, Luiz Fellipe Schmidt, Secretary, Embassy of Brazil, is unable to serve as Chair 
during 2014-15. There was a consensus in the Nominating Committee to nominate Ms. Wei-jiun Liao, 
Officer, Economic Division, Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office, currently Second Vice 
Chair, to serve as Chair. 
 
Accordingly, the Nominating Committee felt obliged to nominate both a First Vice Chair and Second 
Vice Chair during its meeting. Based on geographical rotation, representation to importing and 
exporting countries, ability, interest and participation in the work of the Committee and timely payment 
of assessments, the Nominating Committee had nominated Mr. Tomasz Sowa, of Poland, to serve as 
First Vice Chair and Ms. Reenat Sandhu, of India, to serve as Second Vice Chair. The Standing 
Committee at its 529th Meeting had endorsed the three nominations. 
 
The CHAIR asked if there were comments on the report of the Nominating Committee, and seeing none 
he found that Ms. Liao, Mr. Sowa and Ms. Sandhu were confirmed as Chair, First Vice Chair and 
Second Vice Chair of the Standing Committee, respectively, for the period from the end of the 73rd 
Plenary Meeting to the end of the 74th Plenary Meeting. All delegates congratulated the incoming 
officers.  
 
Topic of the 2015 Technical Seminar, Working Paper II 
The Chair introduced Working Paper II, which contained a proposal from the Committee on Cotton 
Production Research as to the subject of the Technical Seminar to be held during the 74th Plenary 
Meeting in 2015. The recommended subject was “Elimination of insecticides from cotton production: Is 
this possible?”. 
 
The CHAIR asked if there were comments on the proposal received from the Committee on Cotton 
Production Research, and seeing none he declared the topic approved. 
 
Due to lack of time, the Drafting Group had been unable to take up the remainder of the report of the 
Committee on Cotton Production Research. The draft report will be circulated to Coordinating Agencies 
and Delegates to the Standing Committee for their comments and later included in the Proceedings. 
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Uncollected Assessments of Member Governments of the ICAC, Working Paper III 
The CHAIR introduced Working Paper III, which contained the current status of uncollected 
assessments of ICAC members and requested the Executive Director to brief delegates on this issue. 
 
The Executive Director explained that, in recent years, the ICAC had opted to not enforce strictly the 
terms of paragraph (f) of Section 4 of the Rules and Regulations, which call for the suspension of 
members that are more than two years behind in their contributions to the ICAC. The amount of 
uncollected assessments had risen from $371,371 on June 30, 2010, to $817,883 on the same date in 
2014. The Standing Committee had requested clear guidance from the Steering Committee as to the 
procedures to be followed and especially with regard to the situation of the four members, namely 
IRAN, NIGERIA, PERU and SUDAN, who carried arrears dating to before the 2011/12 fiscal year. The 
Executive Director noted that two of these four members had been in contact with the Secretariat. The 
Government of NIGERIA had submitted a written communication explaining that the delay in payment 
had been caused by administrative issues and that all arrears would be settled by the end of December 
2014. The delegate of IRAN had communicated verbally to the Secretariat that his Government had the 
means with which to pay arrears but that international sanctions had impeded the transfer of funds. He 
had requested an extension to the end of March 2015, by which time payment would be made. 
 
The delegates of NIGERIA and IRAN made the point that membership of the ICAC was precious and 
that they wished to remain a part of the international cotton family. 
 
The CHAIR noted that the ICAC valued all member countries and the goodwill demonstrated by 
NIGERIA and IRAN. He therefore recommended that their requests for an extension should be granted. 
 
In the ensuing discussion, the point was made that, as a matter of equity, the same leniency should be 
shown to other members in arrears. The delegate of INDIA suggested that the extension should last 
until the end of the fiscal year. However, the Executive Director noted that the Secretariat needed to 
know the countries that would contribute to the following year’s budget at the beginning of the budget 
cycle, in the second quarter of the calendar year. Accordingly, the Steering Committee decided to 
extend until 1 April 2015 the deadline for payment of all outstanding arrears by IRAN, NIGERIA, PERU 
and SUDAN, failing which their membership in the ICAC would be suspended. 
 
The Steering Committee also conducted a general debate on the treatment of arrears, during which the 
delegate of GERMANY made the point that other sanctions, short of suspension, existed in the Rules 
and Regulations, such as discontinuation of the provision of documents and other services. 
 
The Steering Committee decided that the Standing Committee should pay close attention to this matter 
and take the steps it believed necessary to reduce arrears. In particular, the question of uncollected 
assessments should become a permanent item in the agenda of Standing Committee meetings and the 
relevant documents should be circulated in advance, so as to enable delegates to prepare themselves. 
 
Seeing no other comments on the issue of uncollected assessments, the CHAIR asked if there were 
other business, and seeing none declared the meeting adjourned at 10:30 hrs. 
 


