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Abstract: Developing a sustainable coffee economy 

Coffee is a remarkable commodity for being produced in almost all no-arid countries in the tropics. 

Over 50 countries produce coffee in significant amounts and in many of these, earnings from coffee 

exports are of vital importance to the country’s balance of payments. A further characteristic is that, 

with minimal exceptions, coffee is produced in developing countries, including a significant number of 

least developed countries (LDCs). It is indeed produced in 4 main regions, including Africa (25 

countries), Asia & Oceania (11), Mexico & Central America (12) and South America (8). Africa has the 

largest number of coffee growers estimated at 12 million as opposed to 5.5 million in Asia & Oceania, 

2.3 million in Mexico & Central America and 2.2 million in South America. 

Sustainable development presupposes a concern for social equality between the generations, 

a concern which should logically extend to equality within the same generation. In order to 

achieve this, there are three areas that need to be considered, namely economic growth, 

social development and respect for the environment. A sustainable coffee economy is based 

on the well-being of the various actors in the chain, particularly the producers who are the 

weakest link in this power relationship. More precisely, a sustainable coffee farmer will meet 

long term environmental and social goals while being able to compete effectively with other 

market participants and achieve prices that cover his production costs and allow him to earn 

an acceptable profit margin.  

Therefore the speaker highlights the concept of sustainable development from the 

perspectives of the coffee sector before introducing various initiatives of the International 

Coffee Organization to address the challenging issues of the industry. 
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