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International Cotton Researchers Association (ICRA):  

 
 

Chair: Dr. Michel Fok 
Vice-Chair: Dr Md. Negm 

Members of the EC, ICRA 
Dr. Terry Townsend 

Dr. Ibrokhim Abdurakhmonov 
Dr. Keshav Kranthi 
Special invitees 
Mr. Kai Hughes 

Ms. Yana Pomerants 
Ms. Lihan Diana 

 
 

Dr. Fiaz Ahmad, Secretary, assisted through video connection 
 
Dr Michel Fok chaired the meeting of the ICRA Executive Committee. In his opening 
remarks Dr Fok said that since the participation of EC members was less than the 
mandatory quorum requirement of 50%, the proposals discussed in the meeting would 
be placed before the EC through mails for ratification and approval.  
 
Discussions were engaged following the agenda proposed and approved (Appendix) 
 
Following were the salient features of the discussions related to the report of activities: 
 
ICRA SECRETARIAT: Dr. Michel Fok visited Pakistan on 9th October 2017 to sign the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Dr. Khalid Abdullah, Vice-President, 
Pakistan Central Cotton Committee (PCCC) to facilitate setting up of the ICRA 
Secretariat for five years. Dr Fiaz Ahmad Head/Senior Scientific Officer Physiology / 
Chemistry Section, Central Cotton Research Institute, Multan was designated to act as 
the secretary of ICRA Secretariat. Dr. Zahid Khan will act as Assistant-Secretary. Dr 
Zahid Mahmood CCRI Director was present at the signing ceremony. The PCCC was 
selected based on competitive participation of six cotton-related institutions from Latin 
America, Asia and Africa. Dr. Fok appreciated the dedicated infrastructure facilities that 
were made available by the PCCC for the office of the ICRA Secretariat.  
 
TRAINING OF ICRA SECRETARIAT STAFF: The staff of the ICRA Secretariat were 
trained on the operational working aspects of ICRA correspondence, updating events, 
sending e-mails, retrieving information, managing members’ profile, registration of new 
members, uploading of books and papers on the ICRA website  
 
FACEBOOK ACCOUNT: Dr Fok informed that the Secretariat set up a new Facebook 
account of ICRA. 
 
WEBINARS: In its application for holding the ICRA Secretariat role, PCCC had 
proposed to conduct webinars on specialized topics. It was agreed to ask the Secretariat 
to explore and master the available means for the conduct of webinars. Once done, Dr 



Terry Townsend suggested that the ICRA-Webinar may be inaugurated by Dr Rafiq 
Chaudhry, former head TIS, ICAC. 
 

ICRA YOUNG SCIENTIST INNOVATION MEDAL: In July 2017, the ICRA Executive 
Committee decided to launch a medal to award young innovative scientists and to be 
awarded in conjunction with periodical meetings of regional networks of Asia, 
Mediterranean, Africa and Latin America. The criteria for the award is based on the most 
innovative research work published as a research paper, innovation granted as patent 
and research citations. 
 
For the ICRA-Asia medal, ICRA received applications from Pakistan, China, India and 
Iran. A committee comprising of 6 judges from six countries evaluated the applications 
and announced Dr. Abdul Qayyum Rao from Center of Excellence in Molecular 
Biology, University of the Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan as the winner of the first ICRA Asia 
Young Scientist Innovation Medal-2017. The award was announced at the Asian Cotton 
Research and development network (ACRDN) meeting on 15-17th September, 2017 at 
Nagpur, India.  
 
Applications for the ICRA-Meditterranean Young Scientist Innovation Medal have been 
invited and the winner will be declared by 30th November, 2017. The award will be 
conferred to the winner at Luxor, Egypt on Feb 2-6, 2018.  
 
AMENDMENT IN ICRA BYLAWS: An addendum was added to the ICRA bylaws, to 
assign the role of Assistant-Treasurer to the head of the Technical Section of ICAC 
based on the consensus obtained in a special online meeting that was conducted by Dr. 
Michel Fok through “Survey Monkey”. 

ONLINE PROCEEDINGS OF WCRC: ICRA proposes to host the proceedings of all the 
World Cotton Conferences either directly or with links to the ICAC web-site. This is of 
particular relevance for those conferences which were not organized along the set up of 
specific websites, namely WCRC1, 2 and 3. Proceedings for WCRC1 are already online, 
the Secretariat should similarly materialize for WCRC2 and 3 in the next future. How to 
operate for WCRC4 and 5 is open for decision. Proceedings are not yet available for 
WCRC6, interaction with the Brazilian organizers should be scheduled. 

ICRA MEMBERSHIP: ICRA now has 578 members comprising of 84% males and 16% 
female researchers. India, Pakistan and USA contributed 129, 96 and 35 members 
respectively.  
 



PROPOSED ACTIVITIES OF THE ICRA SECRETARIAT IN THE FUTURE ARE: 
• ICRA-Young Scientist Innovation Medal in 2018 
• Enhancing Membership. In China, the assistance of Prof. Dong Hezong will be 

asked for. 
• Obtain and host online proceedings of all WCRCs, starting with WCRC2 and 3 
• Participation in National and International Conferences to highlight ICRA 

activities and enhance membership 
• Launch a monthly webpage Newsletter highlighting cotton research and 

development activities across the world.  
• ICRA Secretariat Facebook page (www.facebook.com/icracotton) will highlight 

major research findings, achievements and initiatives of ICRA, ICAC and other 
international cotton research organizations.  

• Explore and master the means to organize webinars 
 
NEW PROPOSALS DISCUSSED ON ICRA's ACTIONS ARE 

• Set up ICRA Center of excellence to organize trainings 
• ICRA may consider coordinating researcher tours under ‘ICRA Breeding tours’ & 

‘ICRA Nurseries’ to various countries 
• ICRA must plan to utilize services of ICAC Researchers of the Year and ICRA 

Young Scientist Innovation Medal winners for the benefit of young researchers; 
• Encourage countries to set up young scientist groups; 
• Encourage young scientists to speak out about their specific constraints and 

expectations in conducting cotton research. 
• Explore how to give more opportunities to young scientists to have the floor, 

especially from countries where they may be subjected to senior domination. 
• Encourage ICRA members to update their profiles on the ICRA website 
• The Secretariat may consider providing subject-based links to research papers 

available in profiles of ICRA members 
• Provide updated information on recent by research disciplines, e.g. on semestrial 

basis. ICRA members will have to be asked to volunteer to act as 
correspondents by discipline. 

• ICRA could consider starting online Diploma courses on the lines of the 
International Cotton Association (ICA), Liverpool. 

• ICRA may consider sponsoring the participation of researchers from non-ICAC-
member countries to attend the regional network conferences 

• The conduct of new actions should remain in line with the principle of cautious 
management of the ICRA limited financial resources and of its cash-flow. 

• ICRA may consider setting up a new ICRA Award for ‘Best Presentation of 
cotton-specific Ph.D Thesis in 3 minutes’, in line with what already exist for Ph.D 
in general, notably in francophone countries, with annual national contests and 
international final contest. Ultimately, the award may be conferred at the ICAC 
Plenary meetings, following the projection of 3-5 most appealing presentations. 

• The ICAC Secretariat would assist ICRA in conducting online meetings of the 
executive committee members using the GO-TO-MEETING software. The first 
one might be to amend and approve the decisions of this meeting held on 22nd 
October 2017 at Tashkent the proceedings of which are reported here. 

 
 


