
76th Plenary Meeting of the 
INTERNATIONAL COTTON ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
MINUTES 

 
INAUGURAL SESSION 

 
10:00 hr. Monday, October 23, 2017 
In the Chair, Mr. Ibrokhim Abdurakhamanov. Director, The Centre of Genomics and Bioinformatics, 
Uzbekistan.   
 
The inaugural session of the 76th plenary meeting of the International Cotton Advisory Committee 
(ICAC), was held in the Expo Centre, Tashkent, Uzbekistan on Monday, 23 October 2017 at 10.00 a.m. 
The session was opened by the Chair, Professor Ibrokim Abdurakhmonov,  
 
The Chair invited Minister A Kamalov, Chair of the Organizing Committee, to present the welcoming 
speech on behalf of the government of Uzbekistan. 
 
Welcome Speech 
Minister Kamalov welcomed delegates to the 76th plenary meeting of the International Cotton Advisory 
Committee and to the XIII International Uzbek Cotton and Textile Fair. He reported that in Uzbekistan 
all efforts and resources were being concentrated on the modernization of production capacities and 
the introduction of effective methods based on advanced technologies to ensure the further 
improvement of the quality of products in line with market requirements. These key areas have been 
under the constant attention of the leadership of the country and the President of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan, Shavkat Miramonovich Mirziyoyev, who earlier this year adopted a "Strategy for Action” on 
 five priority directions for the development of the Republic of Uzbekistan between 2017 – 2021”.  This 
would result in the implementation of major reforms in the political, socio-economic, judicial, and foreign 
policy areas of the country, including the adoption of measures to radically improve the cotton 
processing industry. 
 
Today, Uzbekistan has strong potential for growth and is gradually moving towards building a 
diversified economy in order to become a scientific, technical, industrial, financial, transportation, and 
cultural center for the region. 
 
Since independence, the structure of the economy has moved from being predominantly agrarian 
towards strengthening its industrial component. Before the start of the 1990s the total acreage under 
cotton in the country was 2.2 million hectares, but due to the gradual reform of agriculture and 
diversification of economic priorities, it has been reduced to 1.2 million hectares. These measures 
allowed a more than 2-fold increase in the area under cereals and fruit and ensured the food security of 
the country.  In view of the further optimization of sown areas, aimed at reducing the area under cotton, 
it is very important to preserve the existing cotton production volumes necessary to supply the raw 
materials of the textile industry. 
 
In recent years, the specialized scientific research institutions of Uzbekistan have made significant 
progress in the creation of new extra fine, high-yielding varieties of cotton that satisfy the quality 
requirements of the modern textile industry. 
 
High quality Uzbek cotton will be ensured through a set of measures to improve soil reclamation, create 
modern irrigation infrastructure, improve the management level in farms, introduce of a unified system 
of instrumental fiber quality testing and by supplying cotton ginning enterprises with new equipment. 
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The mechanization of cotton harvesting is a priority objective for the Republic, so the volume of cotton 
harvested by machines is being accelerated. 
 
A new approach to the modernization of the cotton industry was to create cotton – textile clusters in the 
Bukhara, Navoi and Syrdarya regions with a full cycle of cultivation of cotton and the production of 
competitive finished products with high added value. 
 
Another important aspect of the development of the cotton industry in Uzbekistan is the increase in the 
domestic consumption of fiber. The volume of cotton being processed has been consistently increasing 
due to an increase in the number of textile enterprises each year. 
 
In 1991 the proportion of processed cotton fiber in Uzbekistan was less than 7%. However, in 2017 this 
figure reached 70%, and during this period there was a significant, almost 30-fold increase, in the value 
of light industry products from $33 million to $1.3 billion. By 2020, Uzbekistan plans to install more than 
150 new projects in light industry worth more than two billion dollars.  
 
Welcoming remarks by Pakistan, host of the 75th Plenary Meeting 
Mr Hassan Iqbal, Secretary Ministry of Textile Industry, presented welcoming remarks on behalf of all 
delegates. He summarized proceedings at the 75th plenary meeting and thanked the organizing 
Committee of Uzbekistan for their hospitality and for hosting the 76th plenary meeting of the ICAC. 
 
Report of the Chair of SEEP 
Mr Allan Williams, Chair of the Expert Panel on Social, Environmental and Economic Performance of 
Cotton production (SEEP), highlighted the objectives of SEEP and noted that many of the issues that 
prompted the formation of SEEP remain of concern – in particular social issues. However, he noted that 
much has changed since 2006, in particular the increased expectations from the supply chain to have 
access to specific sustainability metrics.  
 
SEEP members were very much looking forward to participating in the proposed strategic review of 
ICAC. SEEP will also be working on 3 specific areas over the coming 1-2 years. These areas were 
identified following a full-day meeting of SEEP held in Rome on Thursday, 19th October, during which 
members identified a range of potential activities, and then discussed and debated which ones were to 
be prioritized. 
 
The 3 areas were as follows: 
1. A focus on soil health across the range of cotton production regions. The rationale being that 
while SEEP has focused on ‘above-ground’ issues such as pesticide use and labor, there has not yet 
been a focus on ‘below the ground issues’. SEEP considers this a critical area, as recent Life Cycle 
Assessments highlight that the most significant impacts associated with cotton production are nitrogen 
fertilizer use and water use. And soil health fundamentally influences these two aspects of cotton 
production - the ability of soils to capture, store and release nitrogen and water.   
 
The anticipated outcome, to be developed over the next 12-18 months, is the sharing of site specific 
practices that may find utility in other regions. 
 
The sorts of practices or issues to be covered within soil health could include: salinity, drought, 
infiltration, compaction, tillage, surface residues, organic amendments, cover crops, soil microbiome, 
soil carbon, nitrate leaching, and nitrous oxide emissions. SEEP’s role would be to expand the existing 
knowledge base on soil health and organize it into grower-relevant practices and information. Once 
assembled, this document would serve as a resource for the cotton industry to improve its 
environmental footprint and resource use efficiency regarding the critical inputs of fertilizer and water.  
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SEEP sees the focus on soil health as the first priority and that in time additional areas such as water 
management and insect management could also have a similar knowledge base developed. 

 
2. The second priority area is the continued testing and implementation of the guidance framework 
for measuring the sustainability of cotton farming systems. The guidance framework, produced by 
SEEP and published jointly by ICAC and FAO, identifies 68 indicators for assessing the sustainability of 
cotton farming. The relevance of each indicator will depend on the farming system and context - not 
every indicator is necessarily relevant to every production system. Since the guidance framework was 
published in 2015, a number of countries have been pilot testing the framework in a range of ways, 
including initiating discussions on sustainability in the cotton sector, and publishing sustainability 
performance metrics.  
 
As advised at last year’s plenary meeting, a stocktake of the experiences of these pilot testing activities 
was commissioned by the German Development Cooperation (GTZ), and is being undertaken by Mr 
Jens Soth from Helvetas. The initial draft of this report was presented to SEEP at its meeting on 
Thursday, 19th October. While the report and the recommendations are yet to be finalized, Mr Williams 
highlighted a few key points: 
 
• Fourteen countries have now undertaken activities that have utilized the guidance framework, 
making for a rich range of experiences from which to learn. 
• The draft report covers the experiences of the pilot tests in six countries in detail (Australia, 
Bolivia, Paraguay, Peru, US, Zambia) and integrates the key findings of another 5 countries (Benin, 
China, Cameroon, Senegal, Togo). Pilot tests in three more countries (Argentina, Colombia and 
Ecuador) are ongoing and it is hoped that these can be integrated into the final report 
• It is clear that a ‘user manual’, based on the practical experiences of the pilot tests to date, 
would be an extremely useful document to support the implementation of the guidance framework.  
• Similarly, case studies describing the benefits that have been gained from using the guidance 
framework would also be extremely useful. It is clear from the pilots that the framework provides an 
excellent starting point for identifying and prioritizing issues at both a national level, and a more direct 
field or project level.  
• The development of tools, such as an app to allow data entry directly with an iPad would 
streamline the data collection process enormously. 
• Implementation should ideally be kicked off by a stakeholder workshop that convenes a broad 
range of national cotton stakeholders. 
• The actors implementing the guidance framework should conduct a thorough screening of 
databases and agricultural data monitoring schemes already existing in the country. 
SEEP is aiming to have the report finalized by the end of the year, so that it is available in early 2018. 
  
3. The final priority area flows on from the work on the guidance framework. While the framework 
focuses on the identification and collection of appropriate indicators for measuring sustainability at the 
level of the user of the framework, there is as yet no formal approach as to how that information is 
reported at a level beyond the specific use case. Currently, there appears to be 2 main ways in which 
the sustainability of cotton farming is claimed or assessed. First, cotton is said to be sustainable if it has 
been produced according to a standard, such as organic. Second, sustainability is assessed using a 
Life Cycle Assessment methodology. There are challenges to both these approaches. Therefore a 
priority for SEEP will be to look at developing alternative ways of reporting on the sustainability of cotton 
production, that better allows for the positives to be recognized.  
 
The Expert Panel considers that this discussion will fit in very nicely to the broader strategic review of 
ICAC, as this issue of sustainability reporting raises a number of critical issues for the cotton industry: is 
there a need to better speak with one voice on how the sustainability of cotton farming is assessed and 
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reported? Is there a role for SEEP to be a “clearing house” for studies on “sustainability in the cotton 
sector? 
 
Mr Williams ended by thanking the members of SEEP for their participation and to Mr Terry Townsend 
for the support and encouragement he had given the SEEP expert Panel, both when he was Executive 
Director and more recently as the Executive Director ad interim. 
 
Report of the Chair of the PSAP 
Mr Peter Wakefield, newly elected Chair of the PSAP, informed delegates that an ePhyto industry 
Advisory group (IAG) had been set up by the United Nations International Plant Protection Convention 
(IPPC) under the auspices of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). The 
IAG will provide advice and guidance on the development and deployment of an electronic 
phytosanitary certification system.  This will consist of a global hub and a generic national system to 
facilitate the international exchange of electronic phytosanitary information. There are ten members of 
the IAG, and ICAC has been chosen to represent the global cotton industry. 
 
A number of countries including the United States, the Netherlands, Australia, New Zealand and the 
Republic of Korea are registered to participate in the pilot. It is likely that configuration activities will take 
time for some countries, while others may be able to configure operations in a very short time. It is not 
certain when exchanges of ePhyto certificates will commence, but it is expected that this will commence 
very soon for at least a few countries.  
 
However, the ePhyto Steering Group (ESG) felt that it was important to see whether the trade 
facilitation aspects of the ePhyto exchange can also be documented during the pilot phase and if it 
would be possible to consider a couple of examples of trade transactions that demonstrate the 
efficiencies resulting from the pilot. Once all the countries are participating fully in the project, the next 
stage is to see whether it is possible to track shipments and see if the use of electronic certificates 
facilitates trade movement.  
 
ICAC has informed the cotton trade of these developments via the Committee for International 
Cooperation between Cotton Associations (CICCA) and has requested that their members assist the 
project by participating in surveys sent by the IAG. The 3rd IPPC Global Symposium on ePhyto, themed 
“ePhyto & Trade Facilitation” will take place in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 22-26 January 2018.   
 
Mr Wakefield also reported that the Private Sector Advisory Panel (PSAP) had recommended 
broadening the terms of reference of the Secretariat’s on-going studies of the polyester market to 
include environmental issues related to microfiber pollution, lifecycle assessment of cotton and 
polyester and manufacturing processes for polyester and their impacts on the environment. The PSAP 
recognizes that cotton must coexist with polyester, but at the same time it is essential to keep 
consumers fully aware of the facts behind competing fibers and their intrinsic properties. It also 
recommended that the burden of funding such studies be provided by more than one party. 
 
Report of the Chair ad interim of the Standing Committee 
Ms Claudia Fontana Tobiassen, Chair ad interim of the Standing Committee, expressed her sincere 
appreciation to the Government of Uzbekistan for hosting the 76th plenary meeting of the ICAC and 
recalled when Switzerland had hosted the 71st plenary meeting. 
 
Ms Tobiassen reported on the resignations of the Chair of the Standing Committee, Ms. Reenat 
Sandhu of India, and the previous Executive Director, Mr. José Sette. She reported that the Standing 
Committee at its 549th Meeting unanimously endorsed the nominations of Ms Tobiassen to serve as 
Chair of the Standing Committee from the end of this 76th Plenary Meeting to the end of the 77th Plenary 
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Meeting. This is consistent with the Rules and Regulations and the traditions of ICAC. The Standing 
Committee also endorsed the nominations of Mr. Ali Tahir, Minister (Trade), Embassy of Pakistan to 
serve as First Vice Chair and Ms. Maha Zakaria, Economic and Commercial Office, Embassy of Egypt 
to serve as Second Vice Chair. 
 
Ms Tobiassen also reported on the recruitment of Mr Kai Hughes as Executive Director to replace Mr 
José Sette. She reported on his career and qualifications to date and that his former position was as the 
Managing Director of the International Cotton Association based in Liverpool, a position he had held for 
the last 9 years. 
 
She thanked Mr. James Johnson of the United States and Mr. Rado Wang of Taiwan, who served as 
Chair and Vice Chair of the Task Force on Executive Director Search, as well as to all members of the 
Task Force who gave of their time to ensure a successful outcome. 
 
Ms. Tobiassen reported that at its September 2017 meeting, the Standing Committee decided to 
engage in a Strategic Review of ICACs mission, goals and objectives, and that this process, which 
should entail engagement with all stakeholders, would begin following the 76th Plenary Meeting.  
 
She noted that among the more gratifying of Standing Committee’s activities during the past year were 
the welcoming of two new members, Bangladesh and the European Union (EU). The membership of 
Bangladesh is welcomed as it helps to broaden the coverage of the ICAC to include major 
importing/consuming countries. Likewise, the membership of the European Union is a strong and 
positive sign of the continuing relevance of the ICAC to the world cotton economy. 
 
She ended by thanking Mr Terry Townsend for standing in as Executive Director ad interim until the 
recruitment of Mr Hughes was completed, and she conveyed her thanks to the Government and people 
of Côte d’Ivoire for their invitation to host the 77th plenary meeting in Abidjan in October 2018. 
 
ICAC Researcher of the Year 
The Executive Director, Mr Kai Hughes, announced that Dr David Stelly was the winner of the ICAC 
Researcher of the Year Award for 2017. This award was set up in 2009 to recognize the world’s most 
outstanding cotton researcher each year, and it is now considered to be the most prestigious of all 
awards in the world of cotton research. 
 
Dr Stelly is a world-renowned geneticist and a highly accomplished cotton breeder. He ranks amongst 
the world’s best cotton scientists in the subjects of genomics, genome mapping and marker -assisted 
breeding. Dr Stelly was presented with a shield, an honorarium of $1000, and a certificate. 
 
Report of the Executive Director 
The Executive Director noted that the ICAC was nearly 8 decades old and whilst the interests of 
governments must always remain at the core of the mission of the ICAC, after eight decades it may be 
time to evaluate the governance, the way activities of the Committee are funded and the services and 
functions the ICAC provides. He therefore welcomed that there would be a strategic review of the 
organization ensuring that the Committee would be fit for purpose in the 21st century. 
 
He highlighted that one example of an area of potential growth in the role of ICAC was public 
communication on the impacts of cotton production and that the ICAC should serve as a central point of 
information on cotton sustainability issues. ICAC must improve its use of information technology and 
social media to reach more people more effectively, and must facilitate greater interaction within the 
whole global cotton community throughout the value chain. He advocated that the ICAC must serve as 
an effective counterweight to critics of cotton who use evocative language, exaggeration and repetition 
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of allegations that are years out of date to demonize cotton. It needed to provide information at the 
highest level of scientific rigor but also to communicate such information in compelling formats using 
media that reached consumers. 
 
Another area of potential growth of the role of the ICAC is in the spheres of production technology 
development and dissemination. The ICAC can encourage and facilitate both public and private 
technology development by advocating increased public research and development expenditures in 
order to strengthen intellectual property rights and to support research organizations directly. 
 
He acknowledged the contributions to the work of the ICAC of the Private Sector Advisory Panel 
(PSAP), the Task Force on Commercial Standardization of Instrument Testing of Cotton (CSITC), the 
Expert Panel on Social, Environmental and Economic Performance of cotton production (SEEP) and 
the International Forum for Cotton promotion (IFCP). (The reports from the chairs of the PSAP, SEEP 
and IFCP are available on the ICAC website). 
 
The Executive Director highlighted the importance of the CSITC round trials in ensuring the 
standardization of test results and urged all countries to ensure that testing centers serving their 
farmers merchants and textile industries were participating in the round trials. 
 
Delegates were reminded that the International Forum for Cotton Promotion was a private sector 
organization composed of member associations from around the world, which had served well as a 
clearinghouse for proven techniques of cotton demand enhancement. The member associations of the 
IFCP were however in the process of re-evaluating their mission and work so as to have the greatest 
positive impact on world cotton demand. He thanked the chair, Mr Mark Messura of the United States 
and the Vice Chair Ms Elke Hortmeyer of the European Union for their leadership to date. 
 
In conclusion, tribute was paid to the diligence and thoroughness of the organizing Committee in 
preparing for this plenary meeting in Uzbekistan. The Executive Director stressed that the ICAC serves 
a unique role within the world cotton industry, and that role could and should evolve and grow in 
response to current challenges to create a bigger more effective ICAC that brought value to the whole 
cotton and textile chain in conjunction with strategic partners in order to combine resources and efforts 
to achieve a greater good. 
 
Approval of the agenda of the 76th Plenary Meeting 
The Secretary General noted that agenda of the 76th plenary meeting had been approved by the 
Standing Committee and sent to Delegates in advance. He asked if there were comments or 
suggestions, and seeing none, found that the agenda was approved.  
 
Observing that there was no further business, the Chair declared that the Inaugural Session was 
completed. 
 
(The full texts of all the reports delivered in the inaugural session are available on the ICAC 
website) 
 
 


