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The Chair introduced Ms. Lorena Ruiz, Economist of the ICAC. Ms. Ruiz reported that world textile 
demand increased from 15 million tons to over 90 million tons between 1960 and 2016, with non-
cellulosic fibers increasing from 700 thousand tons to near 60 million tons, while cotton consumption 
increased from 10.4 million tons to 24.3 million tons. Based on current projections, world textile fiber 
consumption is forecast to reach 116 million tons in 2025, which will result in a per capita fiber use of 14 
kilograms, which is almost three times greater than in 1960. World chemical fiber consumption per 
capita is currently 2.7 times greater than the corresponding level of cotton consumption. By 2025, world 
cotton consumption per capita is projected to decline to 3.2 kilograms, while world per capita 
consumption of chemical fibers is expected to continue to increase and reach a new record level of 11 
kilograms. As a result of a faster expansion of non-cotton fibers, the market share of cotton in world 
fiber consumption is forecast to decline further to 25% in 2020 and 23% in 2025. World textile fiber 
consumption has been driven by three major variables: POPULATION, GDP AND FIBER-PRICES. The 
cotton industry should continue to promote the use of cotton in order to reduce the drop in cotton 
consumption. We need to make consumers aware of the advantages of cotton in all markets, but 
especially in the emerging markets of Asia and Africa, where the majority of population-growth in 
coming decades will occur. Production of filament fibers surpassed staple fibers in 1994, and it has 
continued to grow at a much faster pace since then. Cotton promotion and research must continue in 
order to change consumers’ preferences and to improve the technical performance of cotton vis-à-vis 
polyester. High cotton prices have a negative impact in cotton consumption. New technologies that 
allow growers to produce more with less are needed. It is important to note that new concerns 
regarding plastic and microplastic pollution could have a positive impact on the demand for cotton, but 
more research on the topic should be done. 
 
The Delegate of Pakistan noted that production and use of chemical fibers growth very fast and asked 
how to arrest this trend. 
 
Ms. Ruiz replied that there is a lot of information on microfiber pollution and its negative effects on 
human health and more research is being done on the subject. These data and research should be 
brought to inform consumers. New technologies should be developed to reduce the cost of cotton 
production. Bending cotton with polyester in new products with ne properties should also benefit cotton 
consumption. 
 
The Delegate of Brazil suggested that data on polyester use includes new applications where polyester 
did not replace cotton. It would be correct to compare consumption of polyester and cotton in 
applications where these fibers are interchangeable. 
 
Ms. Ruiz replied that this comment is correct and the Secretariat will work on this recommendation. 
 
The Delegate of Taiwan suggested that one of the ways to deal with competition from polyester is to 
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cooperate with this fiber encouraging innovation, developing new blended materials with new innovative 
properties utilizing new technologies. Taiwanese textile industry has embraced innovation as away to 
be more competitive. 
 
The Delegate of India asked about the comparison of the rate of degradation of chemical fibers versus 
cotton in view of sustainability and an environmental impact, which are of a concern to many 
consumers in many countries. 
 
Ms. Ruiz replied that there is currently an ongoing project (started in January 2017) funded by the 
Cotton Research and Development Corporation (CRDC) and Cotton Incorporated (CI), studying the 
rate of degradation of cotton and chemical fibers. As soon as the results are available public should be 
widely informed about it. 
 
The Delegate of Sudan suggested analyzing consumption and competition by based on varieties of 
cotton. 
 
The Delegate of Mali noted that cotton and polyester have different characteristics and applications and 
asked three questions. Why filament polyester demonstrates much higher rates of growth compared to 
staple. He asked to compare prices for cotton and polyester and asked if the decline of oil prices 
translates into lower polyester prices. 
 
Ms. Ruiz answered that lower prices for filament explain faster growth in use compared with staple. 
Current polyester prices in China are 40to 50 cents per pound lower than cotton prices. According to 
the ICAC research, oil prices affect polyester prices with a lag of several months. 
 
The Delegate of Taiwan noted that there are new technologies for blends of synthetic fibers with cotton 
for new innovative materials and suggested to discuss not just competition, but cooperation of cotton 
with synthetic fibers at the next year plenary meeting. 
 
The Chair introduced Mr. Bob Antoshak, Managing Director of Olah Inc., USA. Mr. Antoshak reported 
that aging population leads to reduce demand for clothing, and disposable demand shifts electronics 
and gadgets. As a result prices for clothing remain stalled and with a price disadvantage, cotton 
continues to loose market share. There is a lot of confusing messages about cotton and all the 
initiatives, including misinformation about cotton addressed at consumers.  ICAC can help and is well 
positioned to provide objective, respected and high quality scientific information about cotton and 
research to the audience beyond the agricultural community. To do that ICAC should initiate new 
communication initiatives, such as active use of social media, video, new updated website, allowing 
advertising and media partnerships. He suggested that a precise definition of sustainability in 
production is needed and ICAC could play a definitive role in it by creating a global sustainability index. 
He proposed to establish a global public-private sustainability and innovation fund to support farmers. 
ICAC could provide consulting services to support the fund. Mr. Antoshak suggested that ICAC should 
solicit partnerships with NGO’s, trade associations and trade shows, and raise private capital for special 
projects. 
 
The Delegate of Pakistan noted that the ICAC task force on cotton initiatives indicated that there is a lot 
of confusion among consumers caused by different cotton initiatives, such as BCI, Cotton Made in 
Africa and others. He suggested that there is a need for additional studies on consumer preferences to 
in relation to those initiatives. He suggested that China should be invited to participate in our 
discussions on issues of competition of cotton with chemical fibers. 
 
The Delegate of Australia pointed to the influence on consumer choices by some NGO’s such as 
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Greenpeace and others who discuss the issues of pesticide use and GMO products and what can be 
done to proved accurte information based on facts. 
 
Mr. Antoshak suggested that ICAC could play an important role in collecting and distributing science 
based objective information on cotton production, addressing inaccurate data originated sometimes fom 
some NGO’s. 
 
The Delegate of Mali said that there is a lot of confusing information about different cotton initiatives 
that sometimes could negatively affect African cotton. He suggested that better information should be 
provided on those initiatives and the African cotton. 
 
The Chair introduced Mr. Rakhimov of Uzbekengilsanoat JSC. Mr Rakhimov reported that as of now 
the Uzbekengilsanoat includes 460 textile enterprises that produce 590,00 tons of cotton yarn and are 
exporting US$ 1.3 billion of textile products in 2017 to 50 countries, with the largest markets in Russia 
and China. It is projected that by 2020, exports would grow to US$3 billion with more than 38,000 new 
jobs created in the industry. Domestic production of cotton yarn could grow to 900,000 tons in 2020. He 
described ongoing and planned projects including creating up to 10 cotton-textile clusters in different 
regions in Uzbekistan. The textile industry in Uzbekistan is also benefiting from an improved access to 
the European Union market. The textile industry in Uzbekistan is projected to attract substantial 
investments and to grow rapidly during the next three years. 
 
Galina Fisher of Cotton Outlook asked in which regions cotton-textile clusters will be developed.  
 
Mr. Rakhimov indicated that currently those clusters are functional in Navoi, Bukhara and Syrdarya 
regions, but additional investments are coming into Andijan, Karakalpakstan and Surkhandarya regions. 
Four more regions are also in works for the near future. 


