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The Chair invited Delegates to offer statements 
 
The Delegate of Argentina reported that cotton production was 663,000 tons of seed cotton on 245,000 
hectares of harvested land in 2016/17, and the national yield was 2.7 tons of seed cotton per hectare. 
He said that an increase in cotton area was expected this season because of higher prices relative to 
competing crops and better weather compared with the previous season. He noted that Argentina was 
supporting the cotton sector through three major initiatives: a national program of boll weevil control, an 
initiative to establish HVI laboratories around the country to provide objective information on cotton 
quality to both producers and spinners, and 3) a program for the Improvement of Quality of Cotton Fiber 
(PROCALGODON) which ensures traceability through RFID (radio frequency identification) technology 
from production to fabric. The delegate noted that pilot tests were initially carried out on bale-traceability 
using bar codes, but this system had proven cumbersome because labels must remain visible. RFID 
technology will enable easier bale-identification. He reported that most cotton in Argentina is consumed 
domestically, and production was sufficient to cover consumption in 2016/17. Eighty % of Argentine 
cotton is not irrigated. Therefore, yields are low and more highly variable compared with other countries 
with more irrigation. The full statement of Argentina was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Australia thanked the Government of Uzbekistan for hosting the plenary meeting. He 
noted that cotton production in Australia is driven by water availability and price levels, not government 
decisions. He emphasized that Australia has greatly improved water use efficiency and reduced 
pesticide use in the last decade, but that continued improvements were expected. The Delegate 
welcomed the new Executive Director and said that Australia would support the strategic review of the 
ICAC that would be conducted. The full statement of Australia was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Bangladesh reported that textiles are the largest industrial sector in the country, with 
cotton products accounting for 75% of the total value of textile production. He said that the sector 
contributes 10% of GDP, and $31.5 billion, or 77% of total export earnings. There are about 430 
spinning mills, 790 weaving mills, 250 dyeing plants, 450 knitting companies, 4,882 Ready Made 
Garment (RMG) companies, and more than 300,000 handlooms in the country. These sectors absorb 
about 4 million workers. Annual production of woven cloth is 1 billion meters and knit fabric is 5.2 billion 
meters. The target for annual export earnings from the textile sector is $50 billion by 2021. Bangladesh 
is the second largest cotton importer and the second largest RMG exporter in the world. Bangladesh’s 
cotton imports will creep up to 1.54 million tons in 2017/18. The Cotton Development Board of 
Bangladesh has developed one upland cotton hybrid, 15 upland cotton varieties, three hill cotton 
varieties, and several cotton production technologies. The full statement of Bangladesh was distributed 
to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Brazil thanked the organizing committee and the Government of Uzbekistan for the 
hospitality and warm welcome received in the beautiful city of Tashkent. He noted that Brazil suffers 
criticism in the international press that agriculture has been invading natural forests and land. He 
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reported that 20% of all agricultural land has been preserved as a legal requirement to grow crops or 
raise cattle, 13.5% represents government green belt programs, on which no building or agriculture is 
permitted, 13.8% is protected for the indigenous native population and villages, and 18% is undefined 
ownership with native vegetation. Therefore 66% of the total land area of Brazil of nearly 9 million 
square kilometers is not cultivated. Of the area that is used for agriculture, 9% represents crops and 
planted forests, 13.2% is grass planted for cattle, 8% is natural grass, and only 3.5% is covered with 
cities and infrastructure. The delegate said that Brazil welcomes Mr. Kai Hughes as the new Executive 
Director. The full statement of Brazil was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Burkina Faso thanked the and people of Uzbekistan and the Organizing Committee for 
serving as a host of the 76th Plenary Meeting. The delegate explained that Burkina Faso is working to 
develop the entire cotton value chain. Major challenges include expanding use of organic fertilizer to 
offset the cost of imports, improving planting seed quality, and working to ensure the involvement of 
micro-industries in the value chain to increase standards of living. The delegate noted that cotton is a 
driver of economic growth in Burkina Faso. The full statement of Burkina Faso was distributed to all 
delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Côte d’Ivoire noted that 100,000 households produce cotton in Côte d’Ivoire. The 
country is working to increase the use of mechanization. The structure of the cotton sector includes 15 
gins and two spinning factories. Areas producing cotton have been divided into six zones, with each 
zone controlled by one ginner who distributes inputs and collects seed cotton. There is a need to 
rebuild the research infrastructure that was destroyed during the decade of civil disturbance. Côte 
d’Ivoire is also working to expand value addition, and new investment is welcomed. The full statement 
of Côte d’Ivoire was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The delegate of Egypt thanked the people and Government of Uzbekistan, and the people of Tashkent, 
for hosting the 76th Plenary Meeting. He noted that 5 million people work in cotton production, ginning 
and marketing in Egypt. Production in Egypt is rising this season because of higher prices relative to 
competing crops. Egypt has established a marketing organization to protect the brand name of 
Egyptian cotton. The country is also working to improve breeding and to encourage investment in 
spinning and weaving. The full statement of Egypt was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of the European Union thanked the people and Government of Uzbekistan for their 
hospitality. He said that the membership of the EU is a positive sign of the relevance of the ICAC to the 
world cotton industry. He noted that poverty eradication is the primary objective of EU development 
policy, which aims to create agricultural value chains which benefit the poor by creating decent jobs and 
value added. The delegate noted that cotton produced in the EU (Greece and Spain) is generally 
recognized as being of high quality and mostly produced with integrated management systems that 
minimize environmental impacts. He noted that the EU grants duty-free/quota-free access to cotton 
imports and provides no export subsidies (as defined by the WTO), and the EU can support any 
outcome on cotton in the WTO that reflects such reform elements. The delegate said that the EU looks 
to profile its work in support of sustainable cotton and textile value chains. The delegate said that the 
EU is a strong proponent of a rights-based approach in production and trade, spanning from land and 
labour to the final product. In this context, the delegate commended the ambitious reforms going on in 
the host country, particularly the abolition of child labour in the cotton harvest. The EU also welcomed 
Uzbekistan’s continued fruitful cooperation with the ILO on the issue of forced labour – the EU has been 
supporting this cooperation politically and financially. The delegate endorsed increased demand for 
cotton produced under identity programs, BCI and CmiA, and he said that under the EU Africa 
Partnership in Cotton, the EU would invest Euro 11 million in cotton-specific development projects. The 
delegate welcomed the new Executive Director of ICAC and pledged support for his ambitious efforts to 
steer the Secretariat to new heights. The full statement of the EU was distributed to all delegates. 
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The Delegate of India observed that 45 million people in approximately 9 million households are 
engaged in cotton production, ginning and processing in India. He noted that production is rising and 
that the Government of India allows exports and imports of cotton without restriction or duty. He 
reported on Government efforts to enhance cotton production through the use of High Density Planting, 
the breeding and production of naturally colored cotton and the development of extra fine varieties. He 
reported that India has launched a second Technology Mission on Cotton (TMC) to improve production 
and quality, reduce contamination, and enhance efficiency in handling and processing. The full 
statement of India was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Mali reported that a major reform of the cotton sector is underway. He said that three 
strategic axes had been selected by the Ministry of Agriculture based on proposals from a national 
workshop. The new strategy will 1) create a national cotton company with regional directorates, 2) 
create an efficient industrial system of cotton processing through a strengthening of the ginning sector 
and the promotion of local consumption from textile and oil mills, and 3) strengthen cooperatives of 
cotton producers and ensure performance by CMDT of traditional responsibilities such as maintenance 
of rural roads, transportation of seed cotton and inputs, support for animal health, and facilitation of 
women’s empowerment through improved market access. The Council of Ministers of Mali has 
recommended further study of past market reforms to assess impacts and determine how best to move 
forward with the new reforms. The full statement of Mali was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Mali, who serves as the Chair of the African Cotton Association (ACA), also gave a 
statement on behalf of the ACA. He said that cotton production in Africa is expanding, but common 
challenges across the continent include improving yields and encouraging value addition. He said that 
African countries remain concerned about the impacts of subsidies provided to producers in developed 
countries. On behalf of the ACA, the delegate congratulated Mr. Hughes on his selection as Executive 
Director and said that Africans look forward to supporting Mr. Hughes in his efforts to ensure that the 
ICAC remains fit-for-purpose in the 21st Century. The delegate thanked the Government of Uzbekistan 
and the Organizing Committee for their excellent efforts in hosting the 76t Plenary Meeting. 
 
The Delegate of Pakistan thanked the Secretariat of ICAC and the Government and Organizing 
Committee of Uzbekistan for their efforts to organize and arrange the 76th Plenary Meeting. He noted 
that cotton and cotton textiles account for 60% of export earnings and involve 10 million people. The 
delegate detailed efforts in Pakistan to support cotton production through research, including advanced 
breeding programs to enhance quality and yields, impart drought and heat tolerance and develop insect 
and disease resistance. The Delegate observed that developing countries that produce cotton have 
different perspectives than some developed Members of ICAC that primarily consume cotton, especially 
on issues of sustainability and value addition. He noted that cotton is sustainable, renewable and 
biodegradable, and he called for increased promotion of cotton. He called attention to the negative 
impacts of subsidies provided to producers in developed countries. The full statement of Pakistan was 
distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Sudan thanked the Government of Uzbekistan and the Organizing Committee for their 
efforts to host the plenary meeting. He noted that cotton is a livelihood and way of life for 300,000 
households in Sudan. He noted that cotton and cotton-based industries provide employment, reduce 
poverty and improve life expectancy. He reported on the history of cotton production in Sudan, and he 
noted that biotech cotton hybrids now account for 95% of cotton area. He reported on research trends 
focused on the development of new varieties of both upland and extra fine cotton. Integrated cultural 
practices and the use of biotechnology, in cooperation with Pakistan, are the main focus of the new 
research efforts. The Delegate noted that farmers in Sudan need increased access to finance, that 
ginners need additional training, and that the country is working to expand spinning activity. The full 
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statement of Sudan was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Taiwan thanked the Government of Uzbekistan for its hospitality. She noted that 
imports of cotton by Taiwan had declined in the most recent year because of uncertainty about prices 
and reductions in spindle capacity. Nevertheless, textiles remain a large component of the economy of 
Taiwan and constitute the fourth largest category of trade surplus. She emphasized that Taiwan is 
focused on enhancing value addition in the cotton value chain through innovative design and production 
technologies. Yarn and fabric producers in Taiwan are increasing exports of products produced from 
organic cotton and other eco-friendly products. She reported on the ICAC International Seminar 2017 
conducted in Taipei in September that drew more than 200 participants from 13 ICAC member 
countries. The seminar focused on new business opportunities created by information technology and 
big data, and efforts to enhance performance textiles through fiber blends. The Delegate thanked the 
new Executive Director for his support of the Seminar, and she looked forward to hosting the next ICAC 
Seminar in Taipei in 2019. The full statement of Taiwan was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Turkey thanked the Government of Uzbekistan for hosting the plenary meeting. He 
noted that cotton production in Turkey is expanding, and that all the use of biotechnology is prohibited. 
He noted that the textile industry of Turkey faces challenges and is in need of increased investment. 
Mill use of cotton in Turkey is relatively stable at 1.5 million tons, despite competition from polyester. He 
noted that one-sixth of export earnings are derived from textiles, most of which are cotton based. The 
Delegate welcomed Bangladesh and the EU as new members of the ICAC. The full statement of 
Turkey was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Uganda noted that cotton is produced in cooperation between the government and 
private sector. She said that farmers need increased access to inputs, including mechanization. 
Production in Uganda is rising, and 10% is now used domestically. She said that Uganda participates in 
CSITC Round Trials to ensure accuracy and precision in the measurement of cotton quality using HVI. 
She noted thanked the Government of India for its cooperation with Uganda in the development of a bio 
pesticide laboratory that will lead to enhanced use of Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Crop 
Management techniques. She noted that 2 million people in Uganda are associated with cotton 
production. The Delegate thanked the Government of Uzbekistan and the Organizing Committee for 
hosting the plenary meeting. The full statement of Uganda was distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of the United States extended his thanks to the Government of Uzbekistan for hosting the 
plenary meeting. He welcomed Mr. Kai Hughes as the new Executive Director and pledged to support 
Mr. Hughes in his efforts to conduct a strategic review of the mission and objectives of the Committee. 
He noted that U.S. production is rising this season to the highest level in ten years because of higher 
prices relative to competing crops and good weather. He noted that the U.S. operates cotton research 
and promotion efforts paid for by farmers and government. The full statement of the United States was 
distributed to all delegates. 
 
The Delegate of Zimbabwe thanked the Government of Uzbekistan and the Secretariat of the ICAC for 
organizing the plenary meeting. She noted that support from the Government of Zimbabwe to provide 
inputs to growers was leading to increased cotton production. Nevertheless, challenges remain, 
including low yields, the need for increased training, and high input costs. The Delegate reported that 
Zimbabwe is working to revive cotton research and to increase value addition. The full statement of 
Zimbabwe was distributed to all delegates. 
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