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The representative from the French Agricultural Research Centre for International Development 
(CIRAD), a French public international research organization, noted that its research focus was on 
developing the sustainable production of crops, particularly cotton, in tropical and subtropical regions. 
The delegate focused on four activities undertaken by CIRAD to improve the cotton chain sustainability. 
Firstly, CIRAD has been participating in the work of the CSITC since 2003 contributing to the quarterly 
inter-laboratory tests conducted with the USDA and Faserinstitute in Bremen. CIRAD helped to 
establish functional Technical Centers in Mali and Tanzania. Secondly, CIRAD, with funding from the 
EU carried out an evaluation of cotton research in Africa and proposed a revamping strategy to 
enhance it. Thirdly, CIRAD is working with its partners in sub-Saharan Africa to model cotton cultivation 
and to develop technical and varietal innovations adapted to global changes and crop sustainability. 
Fourthly, CIRAD is also continuing its mission of training researches from developing countries. 
 
The representative of the International Cotton Researchers Association (ICRA) reported that the 
association was created in 2012 under the ICAC initiative with objectives to strengthen the networking 
among cotton researchers and to enhance the competitiveness of cotton through dissemination of 
cotton research findings. ICRA is an independent organization open to membership for researchers 
from the public and private sectors. In August 2016, ICRA upgraded its website 
(http://www.icracotton.org) to improve exchanges between the members. ICRA has set up the Young 
Scientist Innovation Medal to be awarded in the framework of periodical meetings of regional networks 
of cotton researchers and first two medals have been already awarded. The ICRA Secretariat was 
officially set up on October 9, 2017 at the Pakistan Central Cotton Committee, in a country with a large 
community of cotton researchers. ICRA aims to contribute to technological progress in cotton 
production. 
 
The representative the International Forum for Cotton Promotion (IFCP), an alliance of nine member 
organizations from eight countries who have joined together to promote cotton, indicated that the goal 
of IFCP is to promote an awareness and preference for cotton. It is the view of the IFCP that the 
competition that cotton faces in the world market is against synthetic fibers, not cotton-producing 
countries competing against each other. In this belief, the members of IFCP work together to rise above 
geography and promote the interests of world cotton. It is a fundamental belief of IFCP that countries 
and organizations can promote their specific interests in cotton, but at a global level, we all will benefit it 
cotton’s competitive position improves relative to synthetic fibers such as polyester and nylon. The 
IFCP operates as a clearinghouse for sharing information and strategies for promoting cotton. There 
are great contributions in sharing with promotion programs in India and the United States in particular. 
In 2017, the IFCP organization is reforming its efforts and redirecting its small financial resources to 
create a stronger communications program to both promote cotton and address the misinformation that 
Executive Director Kai Hughes referred to earlier today in his remarks. 
 
The representative of the World Trade Organization (WTO) reported that the WTO Secretariat has 
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established a strong, productive, and mutually beneficial collaboration with ICAC for more than a 
decade now. WTO Members also highly appreciate ICAC's regular presentations on cotton production 
and trade trends, as well as on topics of specific interest for the development of the cotton sector in 
developing countries. ICAC delivers these presentations at our bi-annual cotton meetings, which we 
informally call WTO Cotton Days. Our Cotton Days consist of the Director-General's Consultative 
Framework Mechanism on Cotton and the Dedicated Discussions on the trade-aspects of cotton in the 
areas of market access, domestic support and export competition. Our next cotton day will be held on 
17 November this year, at WTO headquarters in Geneva. On the trade related aspects the WTO 
members have agreed that cotton will be treated ambitiously, expeditiously and specifically within the 
overall negotiations on Agriculture. On export competition, the 2015 Nairobi Decision mandates 
developed countries to eliminate cotton export subsidies immediately, while developing countries were 
required to do so no later than 1 January 2017. On market access, developed country Members and 
developing country Members in a position to do so have committed to grant, to the extent provided for 
in their respective preferential trade arrangements, duty-free and quota-free market access for exports 
by LDCs of cotton and cotton-related agricultural products. WTO Members are now actively preparing 
for the 11th Ministerial Conference, which will be held on 10-13 December in Buenos Aires, Argentina. It 
should also be noted that while the main focus of the cotton negotiation is obviously on cotton domestic 
support, the current discussions also cover other components, including how to further the work on the 
development assistance aspects. He updated members on the WTO’s work on cotton development 
assistance. He stated that the WTO Secretariat welcomes the opportunity to participate in this Plenary, 
and expresses the hope that the Final Statement to be adopted will retain ICAC's steadfast support for 
the multilateral trading system and its contribution to a healthy, growing global economy from which all 
sectors, including cotton, shall derive gain and benefit. 
 
The delegate of UZBEKISTAN proposed to organize a training program or seminars for young 
researches during the Plenary Meetings of the ICAC. It would greatly benefit young researchers, 
advance knowledge matter and improve cooperation among the researchers. He suggested that ICAC 
should study this proposal, including the budget implications. 


