
76th Plenary Meeting, Tashkent, Uzbekistan October 23, 2017 
 

REPORT OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR ADVISORY PANEL (PSAP) 
 
Chairman, distinguished delegates, observers and guests, it is my pleasure to present the report 
of the thirty-eights meeting of the Private Sector Advisory Panel.  
 
The Panel discussed at its meeting on Sunday, October 22 an initiative on ePhyto certification. 
Members were informed that an ePhyto industry advisory group (IAG) had been set up by the 
United Nations International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) under the auspices of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), to provide advice and guidance on the 
development and deployment of an electronic phytosanitary certification system.  This will consist 
of a global hub and a generic national system to facilitate the international exchange of electronic 
phytosanitary information. There are ten members of the IAG and ICAC has been chosen to 
represent the global cotton industry. 

A number of countries including the United States, the Netherlands, Australia, New Zealand and 
the Republic of Korea are now registered to participate in the pilot. It is likely that configuration 
activities will take time for some countries, while others may be able to configure operations in a 
very short time. It is not certain when exchanges will commence, but it is expected that this will 
commence very soon for at least a few countries.  

However, the Phyto Steering Group (ESG) felt that it was important to see whether the trade 
facilitation aspects of the ePhyto exchange can also be documented during the pilot phase and if 
it would be possible to consider a couple of examples of trade transactions that demonstrate the 
efficiencies resulting from the pilot. Once all the countries are participating fully in the project the 
next stage is to see whether it is possible to track shipments and see if the use of electronic 
certificates facilitates trade movement. ICAC has informed the cotton trade of these developments 
via the Committee for International Cooperation between Cotton Associations (CICCA) and has 
requested that their members assist the project by participating in surveys sent by the IAG. The 
3rd IPPC Global Symposium on ePhyto, themed “ePhyto & Trade Facilitation” will take place in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 22-26 January 2018.   
	
The Secretariat presented preliminary findings on its study on the economic factors underlying 
the growth of polyester to better understand the dynamics of competition among fibers. This study 
was conducted in conjunction with Cotton Incorporated and Cotton Council International, of the 
USA. The Private Sector Advisory Panel (PSAP) recommends broadening the terms of reference 
of the Secretariat’s on-going studies of the polyester market to include environmental issues 
related to microfiber pollution, lifecycle assessment of cotton and polyester and manufacturing 
processes for polyester and its impacts on environment. The PSAP recognises that cotton must 
coexist with polyester, but at the same time keep consumers fully aware of the facts behind 
competing fibres and their intrinsic properties, with the burden of funding such studies being 
provided by more than one party. 

The Panel was briefed by the Executive Director about a decision by the Standing Committee to 
conduct a strategic review of the mission of the ICAC. Members of the Panel were urged to 
contribute ideas and proposals to the ICAC strategic purpose and action by the next meeting of 
the PSAP to take place next year during the Bremen Cotton Exchange Conference. 


