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OFFICIAL INVITATION
Minister Julian Andrés Domínguez

On behalf of the Argentine people and the Government of 
Argentina, it is my honor and pleasure to invite you to the 
70th Plenary Meeting of the International Cotton Advisory 
Committee to be held in Buenos Aires, the capital city of the 
country, and Presidencia Roque Saenz Peña, the center of 
Argentine cotton production in the Province of Chaco.
Prior to the Spanish conquest, the indigenous people in our 
country had already engaged in cotton-growing, spinning and 
weaving. It was not by chance that we proposed to close this 
event at the Guälok Hotel in Saenz Peña. Guälok means cotton 
in the Toba language, one of the region’s native cultures.
In the agriculture history of Argentina, cotton was the main 
agricultural activity of the first colonies at the time of the 
conquest. Cotton-growing in the region dates back as early 
as 1556. The spinning and textile industry soon became the 
regular activity of northwestern Argentina. For many years, 
cotton was the mainstay of the population, particularly in the 
Province of Catamarca, where it appeared as the standard 
product of the land on the first coat of arms of Catamarca City, 
founded in 1683. Also, in Tucuman cotton cloth often served 
as currency and was usually priced at 4 reales a yard.
Cotton was also the first export of Argentine products. On 
September 2, 1587, a batch of cotton fabrics manufactured in 
textile mills operating in the north of the country was shipped to 
Brazil from the port of the city of Buenos Aires founded seven 
years before. To honor that event, Argentina celebrates the 
Argentine Industry’s Day on that date. As regards the topics of 
discussion of the meeting, it is worth noting that value chains 
as basis for competitive development of production systems 
and regions, usually refer to the importance of a vertical 
integration of players, while preserving a subtle balance 
between competition and cooperation among horizontal 
players of the same link.
The competitiveness of systems also depends on a close 
coordination of the business sector, the knowledge-based 
areas and the State. Upon analyzing the structure of the first 
link in the cotton textile chain from a simplistic view, it is 
common to refer to producers in a generic way. Such simplistic 
view neglects the differences among the different production 
systems and regions within each link. Furthermore, Argentina 
is one of the few cotton-producing countries where small-
scale farmers coexist with medium and large producers.
Thus, gins receive raw cotton from small, medium and large 
farms. Obviously, the prices obtained depend on the quality of 
the raw cotton delivered –and eventually the volumes- but not 
on the relevant production system.
 Therefore, competitiveness, which determines the subsistence 
of each system, will be largely linked to the efficiency of each 

system’s processes and the predominant productive factor.
We are aware of the technological asymmetry that exists 
between cotton, which is complex to manage, and other 
competing crops, particularly soybeans, as well as between 
small and medium-sized growers with few technological 
alternatives to face the circumstances described, compared to 
the high-tech production systems of large producers.
Therefore, over the past years we have been implementing 
a technological revolution in the primary production sector 
by the introduction of narrow row planting and genetically-
modified cultivars and the development of small mechanical 
harvesting equipment.
Argentina and its producers have not given up. In 2010, almost 
600,000 hectares were planted to cotton and a production of 
about 300,000 tons of lint is expected as a result of investments 
and implementation of new technologies.
The interaction of national, provincial and municipal 
governments, together with the private sector, to adopt such 
production system, demonstrates the responsible coordination 
of the Government with the different value chain players. This 
coordination is particularly relevant not only for the sector’s 
strategic discussion, but also to implement systems where 
quality becomes a determining attribute for the value chain 
competitiveness and the vision of territorial equity and social 
inclusion for the people of Argentina as a whole.
Hence, the theme of the meeting could not be more appropriate: 
“Public and Private Sector Roles in the Cotton Value Chain: 
Ensuring Both Efficiency and Equity”. The joint deliberations 
and considerations by representatives of all member and non-
member countries and guests, will allow the consolidation 
of cotton as a natural friendly fiber for humans and the 
environment.
I reiterate my invitation with the thought into the present 
and future of cotton and the men and women linked to this 
crop, as well as into the sustainable, equitable and effective 
development of this activity that employs millions of human 
beings worldwide.
I am also confident that you will enjoy the hospitality of 
Argentina. Not only will there be an opportunity to see a 
country with spectacular natural landscapes, like Iguazu Falls 
to the northeast and our famous Patagonia with its glaciers, 
but also to enjoy a vibrant and cosmopolitan city and the 
social, multicultural and multiethnic experiences of our deep 
interior.
Julian Dominguez 
Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries
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COTTON IN ARGENTINA

Since late XIX and early XX century, cotton-growing has 
contributed to land settlement and regional development in 
Argentina. This crop allowed the use of our labor and the 
development of an industry that, starting from the ginning of 
cotton enabled the development of the entire textile sector and 
created a large number of jobs for a growing population, as 
well as for immigrants who chose Argentina as the place to 
build their future.
National and local governments have always been aware of 
the socioeconomic relevance of the cotton pipeline, primarily 
in northeastern and northwestern provinces of the country. 
Historically, textile production-related activities in these 
regions have been one of the main sources of income and 
employment.
The cotton sector in Argentina is characterized by periods of 
extreme volatility, which have affected the competitiveness 
of the cotton pipeline. The variability recorded over the past 
twenty years reflects a volatile and vulnerable agro-industrial 
activity; however, for several provinces in Argentina, as well as 
for many developed and developing cotton-growing countries, 
cotton “is not only a crop and agro-industrial activity, but 
also one directly linked to a development strategy for interior 
regions highly associated with their local economies.
There are strong demands from public authorities related to the 
regions where the raw material grows and is first processed, 
as well as from main players of the primary and industrial 
sectors related to the cotton chain, in pursuit of development 
and transfer of technologies that improve efficiency and 
effectiveness of production units, enhancing the overall 
competitiveness of the cotton system.
Cotton planted area and production grew with fluctuations; 
however, 2003 recorded the smallest planted area to cotton 
since 1934 due to the decline in international prices and its 
ongoing volatility, as a result of subsidizing policies of some 
countries that still apply.
This situation led to the replacement of cotton with soybeans, 
where possible, and distorted land use, labor employment 
and income distribution, causing an unwanted rural flight 
without having planned a production policy that would allow 
protecting human and natural resources.
Planted area during the 2010/11 season accounted for 600,000 
hectares. It is intended to keep the increased production trend, 
trying to minimize the effects of distorting policies in the world 
market. Therefore, the National and provincial governments, 
as well as the private sector, are developing cotton agricultural 
policies in various aspects, aimed at providing raw materials 
for the national agro-industry and exporting the highest value-
added lint possible, for which there is a significant investment 
from the textile industry.

Snapshot of the Cotton Sector 

Primary production sector. The Cotton Region in 
Argentina traditionally included the provinces of Chaco, Santa 
Fe, Formosa, Santiago del Estero, Corrientes, Catamarca, 
Salta, Entre Rios and Cordoba. Cotton is also currently grown 
in some new areas (San Luis). For the 2010/11 season, the 
estimated planted area is close to 595,000 hectares, up 21% 
from the previous season.
There are about 25,500 cotton farmers in Argentina of which 
83% (about 21,100) are small-scale producers, and the rest 
are medium and large producers. Old studies show that the 
latter produce between 85 and 90% of cotton. As regard to 
production by province, Chaco is the leading producer with 
66%, followed by Santiago del Estero 17%, Santa Fe 12% 
and Formosa 4%.

Ginning sector. Currently, about 86 gin stands operate in the 
country with an installed capacity of 1,800,000 TN (100 days/
year and 20 hours/day). The Province of Chaco concentrates 
70% of that capacity. Based on the capital structure, gin stands 
can be classified as cooperatives and private companies.
Lint is the main product followed by seeds destined for 
spinning mills, oil mills /sowing / forage, respectively.

Textile sector. It involves the basic spinning and weaving 
processes, in some cases integrated with dying and apparels; 
preferably, it consumes domestic cotton lint, in addition to 
other natural and man-made fibers.
After the decade of the 90’s marked by industrial regression 
and destruction of production capacity and jobs that led to 
one of the worst crisis in the country, the textile industry is 
recovering in an accelerated way.
Today it is moving along that direction by increasingly adding 
more machinery and equipment. Nevertheless, the share of 
local textile and apparel production in domestic consumption 
has steadily decreased over the last five years, in spite of 
the tangible recovery of production throughout most of the 
period.

Distribution sector. It is primarily intended for the domestic 
market via wholesalers and retailers; for export, either directly 
or through international brokers. These channels allow 
access to end consumers, i.e., to the different users of textile 
products.

Exports. Argentina has been a regular exporter of cotton lint, 
although export volumes did not reach significant figures until 
1995. The 34-year average is about 85,000 tons per year.
The decline in international prices (which reached a 31-year 
low in 2001), along with adverse weather conditions, led to a 
decrease in planted area and production, thus reducing exports 
to minimum levels.
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The trend changed in 2009, and lint exports exceeded 14 000 
tons, accounting for US$ 15.5 million, while in 2010 exports 
reached almost 40,000 tons (an increase of 267% over 2009), 
accounting for US$ 68 million (a rise of 440% compared to 
2009). Southeast Asia is the leading destination of cotton lint 
sales in Argentina.

Imports. Throughout its cotton history, Argentina has not 
been an importer of large volumes of cotton lint. Overall, 
imports occurred when local production could not meet the 
needs of the domestic industry due to weather conditions. 
Recently it has become a net importer as a result of increasing 
volumes of raw materials required by the textile industry, 
unfavorable weather conditions and declining prices. In 2010, 
lint imports reached about 14,000 tons, significantly below the 
27,000 tons imported in 2009.

SOCIAL EVENTS
Sunday, September 4:  
City of Buenos Aires
Cocktail Reception

Monday, September 5:  
City of Buenos Aires
Welcome Dinner

Friday, September 9:  
Ciudad Presidente Roque Sáenz Peña, Chaco
Gala Dinner

SOCIAL OPTIONS IN BUENOS AIRES
BUENOS AIRES CITY TOUR 
Departure time: AM; PM 
Duration: 3 hrs 
Discover the beauty and magic Buenos Aires. Departing 
from Teatro Colon (Colon Theater), we see the symbolic 
Obelisk. We then visit PLAZA DE MAYO (Mayo Square) 
–the epicenter of Argentina’s foundation, history and politics- 
Metropolitan Cathedral, Government House, Cabildo (City 
Hall), Municipalidad (Town Hall). The tour continues south 
along the old streets of San Telmo, Barrio Tango. Farther 
south is La Boca with its Boca Juniors Stadium, the greatest 
exponent of Argentina’s passion: Soccer. We go to the famous 
CAMINITO, a tourist attraction center. The journey continues 
along Riachuelo towards the north, visiting the old port to 
see how the urban scenery changes. PUERTO MADERO: 
panoramic view. At Retiro / Plaza San Martin, we connect 
with Avenida del Libertador and enter into the northern sector 
of Buenos Aires. We visit Palermo, a residential neighborhood 
with parks and elegant buildings, like San Martiniano 
Institute, embassies, museums and important monuments. We 
cannot leave without touring the area known as the Bosques 
(the Woods): El Rosedal (the Rose Garden), the Carta Magna 
y las Cuatro Regiones de la Argentina Monument (Magna 
Carta and the Four Regions of Argentina), and the Zoo. 
Driving through the breathtaking Av. del Libertador, we 
arrive at the sophisticated Recoleta, one of the most exclusive 

neighborhoods where, among other attractions, is the famous 
Cemetery next to stylish cafes and restaurants.
This is the end of our journey but the beginning of your 
“crush” on Buenos Aires!!
Rate: US$16 per person

ESQUINA CARLOS GARDEL TANGO SHOW  
Nightlife Tour 
At a cul-de-sac corner named Carlos Gardel in his honor, there 
was a restaurant that used to be home of the picturesque people 
of the market: the Chanta Cuatro. Back in 1893, it was a silent 
witness of a unique story where Carlitos Gardel used to meet 
with his friends and cronies to dine, stay up late, sing, or...just 
wait until dawning, while brewing his unique profile of cantor 
criollo (folkish singer), amalgamating waltzes, tunes, cifras 
(popular airs), milongas and different styles of the time. Today, 
over 100 years later, history magically repeats itself. Esquina 
Carlos Gardel, located exactly on the same place where Chanta 
Cuatro once was, merges these two authentic stories, offering 
a unique and unsurpassed option in tango-themed restaurants. 
Superb cuisine, an exquisitely decorated Art Nouveau-style 
ambience that faithfully recreates the sophistication of the 
most luxurious old-time dining rooms, high-tech equipment, 
a top quality show, and a mystical atmosphere that will lead 
you to an unforgettable night. It could not be otherwise...even 
Carlos Gardel waits for you at the door!
Rate with dinner US$94 per person

Participants and accompany person can choose other regional 
tours in the stand at the Hotel Panamericano.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE 
CONTACT: 
RICARDO GIARRIZO LOPEZ 
PSICOTUR E.V.T. 
TUCUMAN 1 & 3 FLOOR 
BUENONES AIRES 
ARGENTINA 
PHONE# (54-11) 5555-1000 
EMAIL: RGIARRIZZO@PSICOTUR.COM.AR
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HOTELS

CITY OF BUENOS AIRES
HOTEL PANAMERICANO  -- CONGRESS VENUE
http://www.panamericano.us/index_esp.html 
Address: 
Carlos Pellegrini 551, Buenos Aires 
Rate per night 
Double / single occupancy: US$280.00 
Category: 5*

HOTEL NH TANGO
http://www.nh-hoteles.es/nh/es/hoteles/argentina/buenos-aires/
nh-tango.html 
Address: 
Cerrito 550, Buenos Aires 
ACROSS FROM PANAMERICANO, CROSSING THE 
AVENIDA 9 DE JULIO 
Rate per night 
Double / single occupancy: US$170.00 
Category: 4*

HOTEL RECONQUISTA GARDEN
www.hotelesreconquista.com.ar 
Address: 
Esmeralda 675, Buenos Aires 
ABOUT 400 METERS FROM HOTEL PANAMERICANO 
Rate per night 
Double / single occupancy: US$142.00 
Category: 4*

HOTEL COLON
http://www.colon-hotel.com.ar/  
Address: 
Carlos Pellegrini 507 Buenos Aires 
FEW METERS FROM HOTEL PANAMERICANO 
Rate per night 
Double / single occupancy: US$115.00 
Category: 4*

HOTEL DA VINCI
www.davincihotel.com.ar  
Address: 
Tucumán 857, Buenos Aires 
ABOUT 200 METERS FROM HOTEL PANAMERICANO 
Rate per night 
Double / single occupancy:   US$115.00 
Category: 4*

HOTEL REPUBLICA
http://www.hotelrepublica.com.ar/espanol/  
Address: 
Cerrito 370, Buenos Aires 

ABOUT 200 METRES FROM HOTEL PANAMERICANO, 
CROSSING AVENIDA 9 DE JULIO 
Rate per night 
Double / single occupancy:   US$96.00 
Category: 4*

HOTEL VIASUI 
 

http://www.viasuihotel.com.ar/ 
BOUT 200 METRES FROM HOTEL PANAMERICANO 
Rate per night 
Double / single occupancy:   US$96.00 
Category: 3*

Rates include breakfast and taxes. Subject to change and 
availability at time of booking. 

For hotel booking in Buenos Aires, please contact:

Ricardo Giarrizo Lopez 
Psicotur E.V.T. 
Tucumán 1º & 3º floor 
Buenos Aires - Argentina 
CP C1049AAR 
Tel.: (54-11) 5555 – 1000 
Fax (54-11) 5555-1011 
Email: rgiarrizzo@psicotur.com.ar

PRESIDENCIA ROQUE SAENZ PENA - CHACO
HOTEL ATRIUM GUALOK
http://www.atriumgualok.com.ar/ 
Address: 
San Martin 1198 
Phone (54-03732) 430622/036 
Email: reservas@atriumgualok.com.ar 
Category: 4*

HOTEL ACONCAGUA
Address: 
Calle 14 esq. 3 del Ensanche Sur 
Phone (54-03732) 428111 
Email: hotel-aconcagua@hotmail.com

For rates and bookings in Ciudad de Presidente Roque Sáenz 
Peña, please contact:

Mr. Luis Piedrabuena 
Donovan 352 
Resistencia, Chaco 
Phone (54-03722) 445588/433429 
Email: luis@nordestur.com.ar
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Jorge M. Capitanich, Governor,  
Province of Chaco
Chaco is moving forward towards the entire cotton production 
and industrialization cycle with a strong influence on formal 
employment, driven by effective policies that allow us to 
develop.
Today we face an insurmountable textile scenario, the highest 
price in history, record high-planted area and tons of cotton lint 
harvested. On top of that, there is increasing momentum toward 
clothing-based small and medium-size enterprises (SMEs) in 
Chaco leading to industrial design, thus resulting in what we 
have called the Cotton Textile Chain. This situation puts us at the 
forefront of a dizzying growth of the textile and apparel industry, 
alongside with policies for developing and creating jobs in this 
sector.
We implemented the “Chaco Produce Algodón” (Chaco Produces 
Cotton) trust, a credit instrument that will manage 265 million 
pesos and is risk-free for Chaco producers.
This is the first trust program ever implemented throughout the 
history of the country. Productive sectors can now have access to 
credits without the risk of losing their fields or remaining indebted 
to the financial system. This is a before and after in the financing 
history of the agricultural sector, and especially in cotton.
The weather for this season is favorable to cotton and Chaco 
producers entrusted their future in cotton once again. The 500,000 
hectares that will be planted to cotton in 2011 allow meeting the 
textile demand of Chaco and Argentina. In order to achieve this 
goal, it was necessary to work on incorporating new technologies, 
both harvesting and genetic technologies.
This auspicious present leads us to envision a better future. Only 
through active policies and the involvement of both the National 
and the provincial governments, together with cotton growers, 
taking care of their urgent needs, we will consolidate all the work 
accomplished to date.
The health issue is one of our priorities. Working with the 
vector control developed at the provincial State, with the timely 
contribution of Nacion, and along with institutions like INTA 
and SENASA, we can move in the right direction. However, 
the interaction and joint efforts with other governments in the 
MERCOSUR region is also needed so that the end result translates 
into the expected success.
The recent enactment of the Act establishing the Provincial Plant 
Health Committee (COPROSAVE, for its acronym in Spanish), 
which involves all stakeholders in the supply chain, becomes also 
a milestone and a political-health decision-making tool. This is 
the challenge to ongoing growth and defeating negative indexes 
that for years affected us in areas, such as education, health, safety 
and production.
Cotton grows in every village in Chaco. The people of Chaco 
grow alongside cotton.

Gildo Insfran, Governor,  
Province of Formosa
“Formosa, development and inclusion” 
Cotton-growing is so closely linked to the history of the Province 
of Formosa that it is part of its official symbols. It is the center 
symbol on its coat of arms and appears in the lyrics of the provincial 
anthem as an emblem of our production and cultural identity.
It has been instrumental in land tenure and people’s development. 
It meant and means growth and prosperity for many Formosans 
who committed to the land and labor.
Located in subtropical Argentina, however, Formosa for many 
years was excluded from the national development, in contrast 
with the thriving Argentina of the internationally-known Pampa. 
This region was on the sidelines of domestic public investments, 
thus undermining competitiveness of their goods produced.
The Province of Formosa has a large inventory of natural resources 
extremely suitable for production: soils, water, and bright-warm 
weather. In recent years, as a result of a model of development 
implemented throughout the country, our province is experiencing 
a transformation. Public investments in highways and roads, 
energy, water management, educational and social infrastructure 
are reversing the underdevelopment that has prevented this region 
and its people from achieving their full potential.
Cotton reappears in this scenario as an excellent opportunity to 
carry out this development process. Thus, it is worth a reflection; 
from our own perspective, the quantitative growth of production 
is extremely valuable, but even more so is to achieve it with 
inclusion. Unlike other countries where there are either large-scale 
producers or the production is typically carried out on low grounds, 
both large and small and medium-sized producers coexist in the 
region. Each makes its own contribution to the system. The large-
scale producer creates suppliers, allows establishing industries 
and builds negotiating power. Small and medium-sized producers 
promote land tenure, distribute wealth, and add volume to the total 
supply. Consequently, the State is inclined to keep all the different 
systems and we are constantly identifying imbalances, inequities 
and asymmetries to intervene and provide equal opportunities to 
all players, particularly small and medium-sized producers.
Hence, when inefficiency in the supply chain led to speculation 
or high-transfer costs, we actively got involved in the market 
by buying and fixing market reference prices, linked directly to 
international prices. At times of weeding and harvesting problems, 
we contributed to developing and promoting the narrow row 
technology adapted to crop management and harvesting practices 
of small-scale producers. Upon the spread of the cotton boll weevil, 
we organized zone committees to collectively fight against this 
pest. We have always assisted small producers with the best world 
genetics and top quality inputs. All this has helped us to overcome 
the worst crisis in international cotton prices. Today our producers 
are capable of taking advantage of a better world market.
Welcome to Argentina and Formosa, the land of men and women 
who work and welcome new producers who would like to 
invest and be part of the wonderful challenge of a harmonious 
development, protecting our natural world, with social inclusion, 
peace, work and the well-being of its population.



For information regarding the Plenary Meeting, please contact:
www.icac.org
plenaryinformation@icac.org
algodon2011@minagri.gob.ar




