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Memorandum
To: Past and Current Members of the Private Sector Advisory Panel

From: Executive Director

Subject: Results of the 60th Plenary Meeting

Date: September 28, 2001

The 60th Plenary Meeting of the ICAC in Victoria Falls was highly successful, and the
contributions of members of the Private Sector Advisory Panel were much appreciated. The
PSAP met over dinner on Sunday, September 16th and then engaged in a round table discussion
with the Advisory Committee on Monday, September 17th. Nine members of the PSAP or their
designees were able to be in Victoria Falls: Bridgett Jackson, Australian Cotton Research and
Development Corporation, Andrew Macdonald, Santista Textil S.A., John Accas, Accas-Ten Cate
Group, Suresh Kotak, Kotak & Co. Pvt. Ltd., Romano Bonadei, Filati Filartex S.p.A., Felix
Stiegwardt, Manufactura de Pilar S.A., John Arlett, Clark Cotton Inc., Sebahattin Gazanfer,
Aegean Foreign Trade Company, and Ray Butler, Cotlook Ltd. Felix Stiegwardt was elected Chair
of the PSAP.

Quoting from the Statement of the Meeting:

“The Committee engaged in a Round Table discussion with its Private Sector Advisory Panel on the
subjects of genetic engineering in cotton, the importance of good trade practices, World Bank development
projects and efforts to reduce government measures that distort cotton production and trade. The
Committee observed that the ICAC has benefited in concrete and specific ways from the input provided by
the PSAP since its creation in 1999, and the service of individual members is much appreciated.”

Major accomplishments of the meeting that reflect recommendations from the PSAP include:

•  The Committee acknowledged that the use of genetically engineered cotton varieties is
safe,

•  An agreement by member governments to make valid arbitral awards enforceable under
member countries’ laws,

•  The Committee endorsed programs to reduce contamination of cotton through education
campaigns and free distribution to farmers of clean bags to be used during harvest,
coupled with the enforcement of price penalties for delivery of contaminated cotton and the
use of internal checks at gins.

•  The Committee also agreed to advise their WTO negotiators to move forward with
constructive proposals to reduce the trade and production distortions caused by some
government policies.

I feel that the 60th Plenary Meeting was very successful, despite the travel difficulties caused by
events on September 11, and I appreciate the efforts by members of the PSAP to influence the
discussions of the ICAC. I echo the statement by the Committee that the ICAC is benefiting in
concrete and specific ways from the input provided by the PSAP.
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The challenges now for the Secretariat are to work on implementation of the resolutions from the
plenary meeting and past recommendations from the PSAP. The Secretariat continues to explore
ways of expanding revenue under the business plan in order to increase educational and
research services. We will be looking for opportunities to encourage regulation of genetically
engineered cotton based on sound science. We will be asking governments to verify that valid
arbitral awards are enforceable under member countries’ laws. We will also be asking cotton
industry organizations in producing countries to implement programs to reduce contamination of
cotton.

Input from the PSAP will continue to be highly valuable to the Secretariat and the Committee in
keeping discussions focused on constructive topics and in developing strategies to implement
recommendations. I will work with Felix Stiegwardt to determine the time and place of the next
meeting of the PSAP. One possibility might be to meet in Bremen during the Bremen Cotton
Conference at the end of March next year. If PSAP members have other suggestions as to when
it might be best to meet prior to the next plenary meeting October 20-25, 2002 in Cairo, I would
appreciate hearing from you.


