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Steering Committee
First Meeting

8:30 AM, Monday November 6, 2000
Mr. Alfonso Pino in the Chair

The SECRETARY GENERAL introduced Mr.
Alfonso Pino, Chair of the Standing Commit-
tee. Mr. Pino thanked delegates for their sup-
port of the ICAC. He reported that the govern-
ment of Australia had nominated Mr. Peter
Corish, Chairman of the Australian Cotton In-
dustry Council to serve as chair of the 59th Ple-
nary Meeting. Mr. Pino also introduced the vice
chairmen for the meeting: Mr. John Blood, Aus-
tralian Cotton Cooperative Research Centre, Mr.
Paul Morris, Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry-
Australia and past Chair of the Standing Com-
mittee, Mr. Charlie Wilson, Cotton Australia
Ltd., Mr. Ralph Schulzé, Cotton Research & De-
velopment Corporation, Mr. James Prendergast,
Namoi Cotton Cooperative Ltd., Mr. John
Grellman, Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd., Mr.
Richard Haire, Queensland Cotton Corporation
Ltd., Ms. Bridget Jackson, Cotton Research &
Development Corporation, Mr. David Montgom-
ery, Dunavant Enterprises Pty Ltd., and Mr.
David Anthony, Auscott Ltd.

The only item of business was to approve the
agenda of the meeting. The CHAIR noted that
delegates had a copy of the proposed agenda and
asked if they had comments.

The delegate of ARGENTINA asked whether
there would be sufficient time during the Fourth
Plenary Session for discussion of government
measures that distort production and trade in
cotton.

The CHAIR assured delegates that it would be
appropriate to make statements regarding gov-
ernment measures during the Fourth Plenary Ses-
sion.

The delegate of ARGENTINA thanked the Chair
for that clarification.

The CHAIR observed that there were no addi-
tional comments and concluded that the agenda
was approved. He adjourned the meeting at 8:45
AM.

Second Meeting
4:15 PM, Tuesday November 7, 2000
Mr. Alfonso Pino in the Chair

The CHAIR invited Mr. Fritz Grobien, Partner,
Albrecht, Muller-Pearse & Co. and Chair of the
Private Sector Advisory Panel (PSAP), to present
the report from the PSAP. Mr. Grobien read the
report (PSAP-3) which is a statement of the
meeting. Among the major recommendations, the
PSAP suggested that the Advisory Committee
approve the report of the Expert Panel on Bio-

technology in Cotton for broad public distribu-
tion. Governments were urged to continue to
work toward the elimination of practices and
programs that distort prices, production and
trade in cotton and cotton products. The PSAP
indicated that the ICAC should remain active in
providing education on price risk management
tools. The PSAP reiterated that the underlying
purpose in encouraging the development of a
business plan and efforts at revenue enhance-
ment is to enable an expansion of services to the
cotton industry, including educational material,
training opportunities and additional research
projects. The PSAP urged the Standing Com-
mittee to review the current level of Secretariat
salaries and benefits with a view toward ensur-
ing that the Secretariat continues to employ
highly capable people. It was suggested that the
Committee should develop a rolling four- to six-
year program of plenary meeting venues, alter-
nating between producing and consuming coun-
tries, preferably trying to rotate from continent
to continent and/or hemisphere to hemisphere.
The PSAP also said that plenary meetings should
be combined with research conferences to
achieve synergistic benefits to participants. The
PSAP recommended that the ICAC continue to
educate and raise standards on the issue of cot-
ton contamination.

The CHAIR asked if there were any comments.

The delegate of the USA offered his thanks to
the PSAP. He said the report was thoughtful and
farsighted. He said he appreciated the initiative
of PSAP members and their commitment to the
ICAC, and he urged them to keep up the good
work.

The delegate of the UK expressed his gratitude
to the PSAP and said the Panel provides a valu-
able stimulant to the discussions of the ICAC.
He noted the length of the report and suggested
that it might be helpful if the PSAP were to pri-
oritize their recommendations. He suggested that
the Secretariat write a short memorandum set-
ting out a plan for implementation of the rec-
ommendations contained in the PSAP report,
including an assessment of the resources that
would be needed.

The delegate of SOUTH AFRICA said he was
pleased with the progress of the PSAP. He agreed
with the delegate of the UK that an assessment
of priorities and resource requirements for imple-
mentation of the recommendations contained in
the PSAP report would be useful.

The delegate of PAKISTAN endorsed the report
of the PSAP, including the suggestion that ple-
nary meeting venues move from continent to
continent. However, he said he could not sup-
port the recommendation that plenary meetings
should be linked with research conferences. He

said that he supports the initiative on contami-
nation and reported that Pakistan plans to elimi-
nate contamination in its cotton.

The delegate of GERMANY supported the sug-
gestion of the delegate of the UK that the rec-
ommendations of the PSAP should be prioritized
and that the Secretariat needed to develop a plan
for implementation. The delegate suggested that
new initiatives proposed by the PSAP should be
independent of financial matters. He indicated
his appreciation to the PSAP for raising aware-
ness of the issues of biotechnology, e-commerce
and other matters.

The delegate of COLOMBIA thanked the PSAP
for its contribution and suggested that the views
of the PSAP should be included in plenary dis-
cussions.

The delegate of AUSTRALIA complimented the
work of the PSAP and supported the suggestion
that the Secretariat should prepare a brief paper
on the resource implications of the recommen-
dations contained in the report.

The delegate of ARGENTINA thanked members
of the PSAP and agreed that a brief paper on
resource allocations should be completed. He
said that the suggestion to rotate the venues of
plenary meetings was excellent. However, he
questioned the advisability of combining plenary
meetings with research conferences and asked
the Standing Committee to study the proposal.

The delegate of JAPAN said he agreed with the
PSAP recommendations regarding contamina-
tion.

The delegate of SUDAN thanked the PSAP for
the extensive report. He noted that if the report
had been circulated in advance there could have
been a more thorough discussion of the contents.
He supported the recommendation to study the
level of Secretariat salaries, saying that he sup-
ported the principal that ICAC salaries should
be equal to salaries paid at other international
organizations. Regarding the suggestion that the
location of plenary meetings be rotated, he said
that while this is a good idea, the rotation should
begin only after current invitations that have al-
ready been accepted from Egypt and Poland are
met. He added that the Committee should con-
sider rotating meeting locations between devel-
oped and developing countries.

The delegate of PARAGUAY supported the sug-
gestion in the PSAP report that plenary meet-
ings and research conferences should be com-
bined. He said that with proper planning this
could lead to significant efficiency.

The CHAIR observed that there were no more
comments. He noted that there was a consensus
to thank the PSAP for the job they had done. He
said there was a consensus that the Secretariat
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should prepare a paper examining the resource
implications of implementation of the recom-
mendations. He noted that there was support for
the recommendations regarding contamination
and the rotation of plenary meeting venues from
continent to continent. He said that the sugges-
tion to combine research conferences with the
plenary meeting should be studied further. He
said it would be helpful if the report of the PSAP
is distributed in advance of the plenary meeting
in the future. And he said there was support for
the recommendation that the Standing Commit-
tee should evaluate Secretariat salaries.

Mr. Grobien said that the thankful comments
regarding the PSAP were much appreciated and
he pledged the continuing active support of the
private sector to the work of the ICAC.

The CHAIR invited the SECRETARY GEN-
ERAL to present Working Paper I, which is at-
tached, containing a recommendation from the
Standing Committee proposing the following
slate of officers for the Standing Committee for
the coming year: Mr. Lawrence Blum delegate
of the USA as Chair; Mr. Alfonso Liévano del-
egate of Colombia as First Vice Chair; and Mr.
Ajai Malhotra delegate of India as Second Vice
Chair.

The delegate of ARGENTINA said that he ap-
proved the recommendation and that he appre-
ciated the efforts of Mr. Blum and his work on
the Standing Committee.

The delegate of BRAZIL also supported the rec-
ommendation.

The delegate of PAKISTAN supported the rec-
ommendation and thanked Mr. Pino for his work
during the past year. The delegates of SOUTH
AFRICA, SUDAN, CHAD, EGYPT, GER-
MANY, GREECE and TURKEY echoed these
comments and said that they supported the rec-
ommendation in Working Paper I and expressed
confidence in the abilities of the new Standing
Committee officers. All delegates thanked Mr.
Pino for his efforts as Chair during the past year.

The CHAIR observed that there was a consen-
sus to accept the recommendations in Working
Paper I, and he extended his congratulations to
the new officers. He said that he appreciated the
thanks offered for his work in the past year.

The CHAIR invited the Secretary General to
present Working Paper II containing a recom-
mendation from the Standing Committee regard-
ing the contract of the executive director. The
SECRETARY GENERAL summarized Working
Paper II, which is attached, noting in conclu-
sion that the Standing Committee had unani-
mously endorsed the proposal to extend the con-
tract of the executive director for five years.

The CHAIR asked for comments.

The delegate of AUSTRALIA thanked the ex-
ecutive director for his excellent work to date
and said that Australia is delighted to support

the recommendation to extend his contract for
five years.

The delegate of PAKISTAN said he fully sup-
ported the recommendation also.

The delegate of SOUTH AFRICA said that he
supported the recommendation and noted that
there had been a smooth transition from the pre-
vious executive director to the current execu-
tive director.

The delegate of SUDAN said that the perfor-
mance of the executive director had been excel-
lent during the last two years and that he sup-
ported renewal of his contract for five years. The
delegates of TURKEY, ZIMBABWE, INDIA,
GREECE, GERMANY, and EGYPT expressed
support for the work done by the executive di-
rector and the proposal to extend his contract.

The delegate of COLOMBIA endorsed the pro-
posal in Working Paper II. The delegate also took
the opportunity to thank delegates for their sup-
port in approving his election as First Vice Chair
of the Standing Committee for the coming year.

The delegate of CHINA (TAIWAN) thanked the
executive director for the work he had done and
supported the proposal to extend his contract for
five years.

The delegate of CHAD supported the proposal
to extend the contract of the executive director
and added that the entire team of members of
the Secretariat deserved recognition for the ex-
cellent job being done.

The delegate of BRAZIL said that he enthusias-
tically supported the proposal to extend the con-
tract of the executive director. Delegates of
ARGENTINA, POLAND, SPAIN, and SWIT-
ZERLAND also endorsed the proposal.

The delegate of UGANDA added that she ap-
preciated the cooperation over the years with the
executive director and supported the proposal
to extend his contract.

The delegate of the USA supported the proposal
and also thanked delegates for their support in
electing him as Chair of the Standing Commit-
tee during the coming year.

The delegates of UZBEKISTAN, JAPAN, IRAN
and ITALY agreed with the proposal to extend
the contract of the executive director.

The CHAIR said that there was a consensus to
extend the contract of the executive director, and
he extended his congratulations.

The EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR thanked del-
egates for their support. He said it was an honor
to serve as executive director of the ICAC. He
noted the comment of the delegate of Chad that
the work of the Secretariat is a team effort and
agreed that the good work of all members of the
Secretariat reflected on the satisfaction of del-
egates in the work of the executive director. He
added that this was an exciting period of growth

and improvement for the ICAC and he looked
forward enthusiastically to the next five years.

The CHAIR observed that there were no other
matters for discussion and adjourned the meet-
ing at 5:40 PM.

ATTACHMENTS

Working Paper I

Election of Standing
Committee Officers

Recommendation from
the Standing Committee

The Nominating Committee met in Washington,
DC on June 8, 2000 with delegates from Aus-
tralia, Belgium, Brazil, Burkina Faso,
Cameroon, China (Taiwan), Egypt, Germany,
Greece, Italy, Japan, Poland, Russia, Spain, Tan-
zania, Togo, Turkey, United Kingdom, USA,
Uzbekistan and Zimbabwe present. Mr. Alfred
Wang of China (Taiwan) was elected Chair of
the Nominating Committee.

The Nominating Committee recommended that
Mr. Lawrence Blum of the USA be nominated
as Chair of the Standing Committee for the pe-
riod between the 59th and 60th Plenary Meetings.
Mr. Blum is the Director of the Cotton, Oilseeds,
Tobacco and Seeds Division in the Foreign Ag-
riculture Service of USDA. He has been in this
position since April 1997. He served as First Vice
Chair of the Standing Committee during 1999-
2000.

The Nominating Committee recommended that
Mr. Alfonso Liévano of Colombia be nominated
as First Vice Chair. Mr. Liévano is Commercial
Advisor for the Colombian Government Trade
Bureau in Washington. He served as Second Vice
Chair of the Standing Committee and Chair of
the Subcommittee on Budget during 1999-2000.

The Nominating Committee recommended that
Mr. Ajai Malhotra of India be nominated as Sec-
ond Vice Chair. Mr. Malhotra is Minister (Com-
merce), Embassy of India in Washington. He
participated actively in all meetings of the Stand-
ing Committee during 1999-2000.

The Standing Committee accepted the recom-
mendations of the Nominating Committee at its
448th meeting.

Accordingly, the Standing Committee proposes
the following slate of officers to the Plenary
Meeting for the coming year:

Mr. Lawrence Blum of the USA for the post
of Chair

Mr. Alfonso Liévano of Colombia for the
post of First Vice Chair

Mr. Ajai Malhotra of India for the post of
Second Vice Chair
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